
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

… We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture … 
Psalm 100:3 

 

December 24 - Fear Not! A Service for Advent 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH. 

God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect  

to all, including those who may experience alienation, distrust, or rejection.  

We rely on the healing, unconditional love of God to shape our community 

 in the name of the Good Shepherd.  

In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner 

congregation, affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender 

identities, and gender expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so that 

all may participate fully in the life of our congregation. We are an AMMPARO 

Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, 

Representation and Opportunities. 

The Good Shepherd buildings are Carbon Neutral/Net Zero Energy use. 

Welcome guests! There is more information for you on the back of the bulletin. 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship- ELW (red book in pew)  
and All Creation Sings – ACS (purple book in pew) 

Page numbers (p.) in front of red book and hymn numbers (#) in back of books;  
congregational responses are in bold; rise in body or spirit when indicated by *  

 

GATHERING 
PRAYER BELL 

PRELUDE: “Veni Emmanuel” – Paul Manz 

WELCOME – ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ADVENT WREATH LITANY 
Praise to you, O God, who lives with us, 
sharing our flesh and bones. 
As Mary waited and Joseph dreamed, so we wait and dream for you. 
Bless us and let your face shine upon us, 
more radiant than these candles. 
Restore us and banish our fears, 
in the name of Emmanuel, your promised child and our Savior. Amen. 
- Four Advent Candles are lit during the intro to the Gathering Song. 

*GATHERING SONG: ELW 263 Savior of the Nations, Come  

 



 

*GREETING: From the one who is, who was and who is to come, grace and peace be 
with you all. And also with you. 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY: (Isaiah 35)…Amen.  

Fear Not, Zechariah, Priest and Righteous One 

READING: Luke 1:5-25 
In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who 
belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and 
her name was Elizabeth. 6Both of them were righteous before God, living 
blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. 7But 
they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in 
years. 8 Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on 
duty, 9he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the 
sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. 10Now at the time of the incense-offering, 
the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. 11Then there appeared to 
him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12When 
Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. 13But the angel 
said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. 14You will have joy and 
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15for he will be great in the sight of the 
Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled 
with the Holy Spirit. 16He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their 
God. 17With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts 
of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to 
make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’ 18Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How 
will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in 
years.’ 19The angel replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I 
have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20But now, because 
you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become 
mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.’ 21 Meanwhile, the people 
were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary. 22When he 
did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a 
vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to 
speak. 23When his time of service was ended, he went to his home. 24 After those 
days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion. She 
said, 25‘This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favorably on me and 
took away the disgrace I have endured among my people.’ 



brief silence for prayer and meditation 

Thus says the Lord: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 
You have called us by name; we are yours. 

HYMN: ELW 250 Blessed be the God of Israel 

  

 

 



 
 

Fear Not, Mary, Favored One of God 

READING: Luke 1:26-38 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you.’ 29But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, ‘Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and 
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne 
of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.’ 34Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am 
a virgin?’ 35The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old 
age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 
barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.’ 38Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel 
departed from her. 

brief silence for prayer and meditation 

Thus says the Lord: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 
You have called us by name; we are yours. 
  



HYMN: ELW 723 Canticle of the Turning  

 



 

Fear Not, Joseph, Son of David 

READING: Matthew 1:18-25, 2:13-15  
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just 
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ 22All this took place to 
fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:23 ‘Look, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is 
with us.’ 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until 
she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.13 Now after they had left, an angel 
of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his 
mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to 
search for the child, to destroy him.’ 14Then Joseph got up, took the child and his 
mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15and remained there until the death of Herod. 
This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, ‘Out of 
Egypt I have called my son.’ 

brief silence for prayer and meditation 

Thus says the Lord: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 



You have called us by name; we are yours. 

HYMN: ACS 1060 Gentle Joseph Heard a Warning 

 

Fear Not, People of God 

READING: Isaiah 43:1-5a, 18-21 
But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, 
O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 
mine.2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be 
burned, and the flame shall not consume you.3 For I am the LORD your God, the Holy 
One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in 
exchange for you. 4 Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love 
you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. 5 Do not fear, 
for I am with you; 18 Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of 
old. 19 I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I 



will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 20 The wild animals will 
honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in 
the desert, to give drink to my chosen people,21 the people whom I formed 

for myself so that they might declare my praise. 
brief silence for prayer and meditation 

Thus says the Lord: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 
You have called us by name; we are yours. 
  



HYMN: ELW 272 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

 



HOLY BAPTISM 
Parents, child, sponsors, and family gather with Pr. Amy at the font 

God, who is rich in mercy…for the life of the world. 

Who presents this child for Baptism?  
Sponsors: I present Holly Elizabeth for Baptism. 
 
Parents: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you 
desire to have your child baptized into Christ? I do. 
 
As you bring you child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 
responsibilities:  
to live with her among God's faithful people,  
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
place in her hands the holy scriptures, and nurture her in faith and prayer, 
so that Holly may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace. 
Do you promise to help Holly grow in the Christian faith and life?  I do. 
 
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Holly in the Christian faith as you are 
empowered by God’s spirit and to help her live in the covenant of baptisms and in 
communion with the church? I do.  
 
People of God, do you promise to support Holly and pray for her in her new life in 

Christ? We do.  
 
*PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you all to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 
the church. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? I renounce them. 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 



the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
We give you thanks, O God… now and forever. Amen. 
 
BAPTISM, PRAYER, AND ANOINTING 
 
WELCOME:   
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify 
your Father in heaven.   
 
We rejoice, Holly, at your new birth today. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and the mission we share. 
The world will call you many things. The world will try to rename you.  
Today we echo the voice of the Triune God. Today we call you beloved of God.  
When we see you begin to wonder if this name is really yours,  
we promise to remind you: You are indeed God’s beloved child. 
*HYMN: ELW 732 Borning Cry 

 



 

 

*PRAYERS 

God of Zechariah, you break into our fearful world with news of joy and gladness. 
Give light to all who sit in darkness, and guide our feet into the way of peace. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
God of Mary, you know the fears of your people. Lift up the lowly, especially those 

who are sick, those who mourn, those who are hungry, and all in need of your care. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
God of Joseph, your message calls us to let go of our fears and place our trust in 
you. Sustain us in your hope as we await our Savior’s birth. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
God of all creation, you name us as your precious and chosen people and redeem 
us through Christ. Bless Holly and all the baptized people of God. Take hold of our 
hearts and shine your love through our lives. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 
*PEACE: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.   

We share peace by waving to those worshipping online or through the public access 
channel and then with those in the sanctuary. Bows, signs, fist bumps, handshakes, are 
all honored! 
 
OFFERTORY 
  



*OFFERING SONG: ELW 256 Comfort, Comfort Now My People 

 



*LORD’S PRAYER 
Teach us to boldly pray in the words our Savior gave us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen. 

*SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*BLESSING  

  



*SENDING SONG: ELW 267 Joy to the World 

 



*PRAYER BELL 

*DISMISSAL: Fear not! Christ is coming soon. Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 

POSTLUDE 

The postlude sends us out for service in the world. Feel free to use this time in any way 
that helps to send you out! 

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 - Hymns: Copyright © OneLicense  
A-731311 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY – USHERS & GREETERS: Jerry 

Aulwes, Erik Berg, Connie Buresh; READER: Kate Narveson; ASSISTING MINISTER: 

Tom Buresh; ADVENT WREATH LIGHTERS: The Thompson/Hanssen Family; 

ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce; PREACHER & PRESIDER: Pr. Amy Zalk Larson  

Thanks to Linda Martin and Claire Thompson for the piano music this morning! 

TRANSITION UPDATE:  

• The Council is working to establish the Good Shepherd Church Call Committee. 

Members of Good Shepherd are invited to prayerfully consider the talents 

and gifts of fellow church members, and to participate in the process of the 

Council’s discernment of members for nomination to the Call Committee. Our 

constitution states: C13.04. "When a vacancy occurs in a position for which this 

congregation calls a rostered minister, a Call Committee of six voting members 

shall be elected by the Congregation Council.” Please use the index cards 

provided in each pew, and also on the Gathering Space table. On each card 

you choose, write the name(s) of the individuals you would raise for 

consideration. Please write the reason you would choose to nominate this 

person. You may nominate yourself. There will be a youth representative on 

the call committee. Please consider youth to nominate as well. During the 

Offertory time, please walk your card to the front of the church and place it in 

the dry baptismal font as a visible sign of participation and presentation. You 

may also choose to place your card(s) in the offering plate, or email Erica or 

Tristan in the church office with your nomination(s). The nomination Sunday 

opportunities will be December 17, 24, 31, and January 7. The office may 

receive nominations until January 9th, 2024.  

• Pr. David Wrightsman will begin as our Intentional Interim Pastor January 

1st. 

 

 



CHRISTMAS AT GOOD SHEPHERD: 

- Christmas Eve: Dec. 24, 5pm Preaching, Carols, Holy Communion, Candle 

lighting 

- Second Sunday of Christmas: Dec. 31 - 9:30am, Service of Lessons and 

Carols, Holy Communion. All are invited to help take ornaments off the tree 

following worship and bring a tray of leftover goodies to share over coffee! 

MISSION ASSISTANCE FUND NEED: Good Shepherd has a Mission Assistance Fund 
set up to help those needing emergency assistance. Funds are distributed at the 
discretion of the Pastor and 2 congregation members on the committee. Currently, 
this account is depleted and we need funds to help those who stop by needing 
emergency assistance. To designate funds to this account, give money at Fellowship 
Hour (basket at the front of the serving table) or denote “Mission Assistance Fund” on 
a check or envelope. 

FAREWELL BRUNCH FOR PASTOR AMY: All are invited to join in a farewell 
gathering for Pastor Amy on Sunday, January 7th following worship in the Fellowship 
Hall. This will be a catered brunch in honor and celebration of her time at Good 
Shepherd.  

GIFTS FOR PASTOR AMY: The Outreach & Hospitality Committee is collecting 
donations for some farewell gifts for Pr. Amy from the Good Shepherd 
Congregation. Donations can be given to the Church Office via mail, envelope, or in 
the offering plate. These gifts will be given to her during the farewell brunch.  

GOOD SHEPHERD SERVING & PROVIDING FOOD FOR JANUARY DECORAH 
COMMUNITY MEAL: A free Community Meal is held the first Thursday of each 
month in the Gathering Space of Decorah Lutheran Church. This meal serves 100-
200 people from 5:00-6:15 p.m. The main course is provided by Sodexo of Luther 
College and different organizations provide volunteers, salads, and desserts. Good 
Shepherd is scheduled to provide volunteers, salads, and desserts for the 
January Community Meal. Sign-up in the Gathering Space, online, or contact the 
office.  

END OF YEAR GIVING: The Church Office and Treasurer request that end of year 
giving be given to the Church Office by Thursday, Dec. 28th to allow for a final 
2023 deposit the following day, Friday, Dec. 29th. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 



“WINNESHIEK” HOLDEN VILLAGE TRIP: Join Pastor Mike Wilker and Judy 
Kittleson from First Lutheran on a trip to Holden Village in early August! Holden is a 
remote wilderness community, rooted in the Lutheran tradition, located in the 

Cascade Mountains of Washington. The Village offers educational sessions, arts and 
crafts, hiking and recreation, and children's programming. Because Holden fills 
quickly in the summer, registration will need to be done in early January. The plan 
is to arrive in the village August 4th and depart August 9th. Contact Jon or Mary 
Hart at 563-419-2207 or mj-hart@hotmail.com if you are interested in joining this 
trip. 

STEPHANIE HOFF’S REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE: Our member Stephanie has 
Stage 5 chronic kidney disease, is now on dialysis, and is still hoping for a kidney 
transplant. Information about Stephanie and living kidney donation is available at 
goodshepherddecorah.org/mystory 

OFFICE HOURS THIS WEEK: Tristan 9 AM-12 PM Friday only, Erica 10 AM-5 PM 

W-Thu. 

 

PRAYER LIST 

Good Shepherd Family: Tim Lecander & June Melby, Bonnie Flora, LaVerne 
Ramsey, Ingrid Callaghan, Ginny Olson, the family of Glenn Nelson, Donna Bahr, 
Helen Hermeier, James Barth, Marion Hanson, Stephanie Hoff, Ed Hover, Harland 
Nelson, Janet Gall, Jutta Anderson, all residents and staff at Aase Haugen, Eastern 
Star, Wellington Place, Mosaic Homes, and Bartels Lutheran Retirement Community, 
and those preparing for public ministry: Kathryn Thompson and Kristin Kopperud-
Stinn  

Relatives and Friends: Sid Sampson (brother-in-law of Marty Steele), Miriam Plautz 
(aunt of Melanie Folkerts), Lily Laursen (granddaughter of Reg & Jeri Laursen), Bob 
Fahrenkrug (grandfather of Sarah Wicks), the family of Amber Einck (friend of Jane 
Borelli), Maryn Olson (daughter of Ginny Olson), Noi Tran (Kim Kavan’s mother), 
Karen & John Silseth (brother and sister in law of Kris Peterson), Frank Barth (James 
Barth’s Brother), Nathaniel Judisch (son of Dave and Gail), Dennis Martin (brother-in-
law of the Slinds), Nathan Scheuerelein (grandson of Bonnie Flora), Lynzee 
Makowski (friend of Laurie Biedermann), Todd Hove (son of Gloria Hove), Aaron 
Buzza (son of Jim and Kathy), Marilyn Walli (Cousin of Marv Slind), Mary Beth & 
Bayo Oyebade and the Mashiah Foundation in Jos, Nigeria, and our Companion 
Synod in Hungary 

  



GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
563-382-3963     office@goodshepherddecorah.org      goodshepherddecorah.org 

Pastor Amy:      Cell 563-419-0140      pastoramy@goodshepherddecorah.org 

WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS and especially to Luther Students! It is a joy to worship 
with you. You are welcome to enjoy really great coffee, juice, treats, and 
conversation down the hall after worship – follow the crowd. Sit anywhere! 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION. It is Christ’s table and 
Christ is the host. Instructions are included in the communion section of the Order of 
Worship. 

THE PRESENCE, ENERGY, AND NOISE OF CHILDREN ARE MOST WELCOME HERE! 
The sound of a child in worship is the sound of a new Christian being formed. This 
congregation is glad to share in this work. We welcome and encourage kids to move 
and play. A nursery with toys and activity bags are available. Mothers are welcome 
to nurse anywhere that works for you and your child. An Infant Feeding Chair is 
available in the music office (hallway outside of sanctuary) for more privacy if 
desired. 

RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT: This Statement was approved at the annual meeting 
of the congregation on February 6th, 2022. It was developed through the work of 
the Racial Justice Team which held listening sessions with the congregation. A portion 
of the Statement is printed here each week. Find the full statement at 
goodshepherddecorah.org/Racial-Justice-Statement or by scanning the code. 

We publicly declare that we will actively pursue racial justice in all aspects 
of our congregational life and make changes to adopt antiracist policies 
and practices around worship, education, advocacy, stewardship, 
governance, and through our community partnerships and relationships. 

(Ephesians 2: 14-15, Isaiah 56: 6) 
 

mailto:office@goodshepherddecorah.org
mailto:amyzlarson@gmail.com

