
 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

… We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture … 

Psalm 100:3 

 

 
 

May 21 – Ascension of Our Lord- Holy Baptism 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH. 

God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect  

to all, including those who may experience alienation, distrust, or rejection.  

We rely on the healing, unconditional love of God to shape our community 

 in the name of the Good Shepherd.  

In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner congregation, 

affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender 

expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so that all may participate fully in the life 

of our congregation. We are an AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant 

Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. 

Welcome guests! There is more information for you on the back of the bulletin. 

 

 

 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship-ELW (red book), All Creation Sings-ACS (purple book) 
Page numbers (P.) in front of ACS and hymn numbers (#) in back of ELW and ACS 

congregational responses in bold; rise in body or spirit when indicated by * 
GATHERING 

GATHERING MUSIC: “Spring, Mvt. I” - Antonio Vivaldi 
PRAYER BELL - WELCOME – ANNOUNCEMENTS 
HOLY BAPTISM  
PRESENTATION:  God, who is rich in mercy…for the life of the world. Who presents this child 
for Baptism?   
Sponsors: I present Clara Lee for Baptism. 
 
Parents: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have 
your child baptized into Christ? I do. 
 
As you bring you child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:  
to live with her among God's faithful people,  
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
place in her hands the holy scriptures, and nurture her in faith and prayer, 
so that Clara may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace. 
Do you promise to help Clara grow in the Christian faith and life?  I do. 
 
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Clara in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God’s 
spirit and to help her live in the covenant of baptisms and in communion with the church? I do.  
 
People of God, do you promise to support Clara and pray for her in her new life in Christ? We 
do.  
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you all to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? I renounce them. 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT The Lord be with you. And also with you. 



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
We give you thanks, O God… now and forever. Amen. 
 
BAPTISM, PRAYER AND ANOINTING 
 
WELCOME:   
Congregational Representative: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father in heaven.   
 
We rejoice, Clara, at your new birth today. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and the mission we share. 
The world will call you many things. The world will try to rename you.  
Today we echo the voice of the Triune God. Today we call you beloved of God.  
When we see you begin to wonder if this name is really yours,  
we promise to remind you: You are indeed God’s beloved child. 
 
*HYMN: ELW 449 We Know that Christ is Raised 

 



*GREETING: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY: Let us pray… Amen.  

WORD 
FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11 
[Luke writes:] 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 
beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by 
many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of 
God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the 
promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6So when they had 
come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said 
this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was 
going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who 
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 47 
 1Clap your hands, | all you peoples; 
  shout to God with a | joyful sound. 
 2For the LORD Most High is | to be feared: 
  a great king over | all the earth, 
 3who subdues the | peoples under us, 
  and the nations un- | der our feet; 
 4who chooses our inheri- | tance for us, 
  the pride of Jacob, | whom God loves.  
 5God has gone up | with a shout, 
  the LORD with the sound | of the ram’s horn. 
 6Sing praises to | God, sing praises; 
  sing praises to our | king, sing praises.  
 7For God is king of | all the earth; 
  sing praises | with a song. 
 8God reigns o- | ver the nations; 
  God is en- | throned on high. 
 9The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the | God of Abraham. 
  The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is high- | ly exalted.  
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23 
15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the 



God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as 
you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the 
hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 
saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the 
working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the 
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age 
to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the 
church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.  
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.  
44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 
still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms 
must be fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, 
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 
promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 50Then he 
led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51While he was blessing 
them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
- The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
SERMON 
*HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 393 A Hymn of Glory Let us Sing! See next page 



 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Each petition ends: God of mercy, hear our prayer. 

*PEACE: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you  
We share peace by waving to those worshipping online or through the public access channel and 
then with those in the sanctuary. Bows, signs, fist bumps, handshakes, are all honored! 

 
MEAL 

OFFERTORY MUSIC 

*OFFERING SONG: ACS 967 This Is Christ’s Body see next page 



 
*OFFERING PRAYER: Let us pray…Amen. 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING-HOLY P. 36-37 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise…… 



 
 
…For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Therefore, O God…share with us the great and promised feast. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit…with all your saints in light. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
*LORDS PRAYER: P. 39 Our Father in Heaven… 
HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’s table. Ushers will direct you out of your pew, up 
the aisle near parking lot and to the altar rail where you can hold out your hands to receive gluten 
and dairy free bread. We remain standing at the rail during the Easter season to remember we are 
raised to new life in Christ! The plate of cups will then be offered for you to select wine or grape 
juice. If you prefer a blessing, indicate by placing your hands in front of your heart. If you need an 
individual, pre-packaged serving of bread and wine, please request that of your server. Place 
wine/juice cups in the basket by the altar as you return to your pew. 



COMMUNION HYMNS: P. 40, ELW 385 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! ELW 838 
Beautiful Savior 

 

 



 
SENDING 

* TABLE BLESSING - PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS  

*BLESSING- SENDING SONG: ELW 534 Savior. Again to Your Dear Name vs. 1 see next page 



 
*DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. Thanks be to God.  

PRAYER BELL - POSTLUDE: “Spring, Mvt. III” - Vivaldi 

The postlude sends us out for service in the world. Feel free to use this time in any way that helps to 
send you out! Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 - 
Hymns: Copyright © OneLicense A-731311 
TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY – USHERS: Sharon Drew, John Moeller; 
CANTOR: Reg Laursen; READER: Richard Ylvisaker; ASSISTING MINISTER: Cindy Bellrichard; 
FELLOWSHIP: Bev Sheridan, Lindy Moeller, Marion Pruitt-Jefferson, Marilyn Rue; Altar Guild: 
Jane Borelli and Jeri Laursen; ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce; PREACHER & PRESIDER: Pr. 
Amy Zalk Larson 



WELCA BIBLE STUDY: Tuesday, May 23, 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome! If 
you need a copy of the lesson, contact Bev Sheridan. Sharon Drew will lead the Bible study, with 
Lindy Moeller providing refreshments. 

CHURCH NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: The next monthly newsletter will be a joint June/July 
newsletter. Please send any contributions to be included in this newsletter to the Church Office by 
May 25. Thank you! 

INTRODUCING OUR NEW OFFICE AND BUILDING MANAGER! Welcome Tristan Occhipinti 
who will begin on Monday, May 22. Tristan, an Iowa native, has lived in Decorah for eight years 
supporting the career of his husband, a Mathematics professor at Luther. He is an independent 
video producer and earlier met the needs of an Iowa City church for an extended period.  

UPDATE: GOOD SHEPHERD’S CARBON NEUTRAL INITIATIVE: This week: Filling in of the 
French drain will be completed. New electrical conduit for the pergola will be placed in the rock. 
Next week and after: New sidewalks on the south and east side of the pergola will be poured. 
The grassy area east of the Fellowship Hall will be fixed and new grass seed applied. Other 
work will stop for three weeks until Liz and Jim Fritz, who are managing the project, return from 
a family trip. The remaining work on the backyard will wait until after the project is complete. 
Last month’s electric bill was $581. This month’s bill is $21! The solar is working!! (and no gas!!) 

MOWING HELP NEEDED: It takes a village to maintain the grounds at Good Shepherd and we 
are requesting your help! The sign-up and full instructions are on the website under "Sign-Ups" 
and on the table in the Gathering Space. Good Shepherd provides all equipment needed.  
 
FOOD PANTRY LITTLE FREE LIBRARY: The Decorah Food Pantry is beginning a Little Free 
Library to provide books for preschool-teens who visit the pantry with their parents.They are 
collecting used children's books in good condition, or cash/check donations. $5.00 will buy 20 
paperbacks at the Depot! Bins and an envelope for money are available in the Gathering 
Space. You can also place money labeled in the church office and we will get it to the Pantry. 
 
YOUTH SERVICE TRIP: Youth finishing grades 6 and up are invited on a service trip to 
Waterloo July 9-10! Youth and leaders will be blessed during worship on Sunday, July 9, then 
spend the afternoon at Lost Island Water Park. On Monday, everyone will have an opportunity 
to learn and serve at House of Hope (one of the receiving organizations chosen for the Youth 
Lenten Project), returning home that evening. Register by June 2nd. More information is on the 
bulletin board in the hallway to the Fellowship Hall.  

FELLOWSHIP HOUR COLLECTION BINS: Help stock the 2 blue bins in the kitchen with tasty, non-
perishable snacks and drinks for Fellowship Hour! No need to sign-up, just drop items by any 
time during the week.  

STEPHANIE HOFF’S REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE: Our member Stephanie has Stage 5 chronic 
kidney disease and needs a kidney transplant. Information about Stephanie and living kidney 
donation is available here: www.goodshepherddecorah.org/mystory/ 

OFFICE HOURS THIS WEEK: Monday – Tuesday: 9:00-4:00 pm, Friday 9:00-11:00 am  

http://www.goodshepherddecorah.org/mystory/


PRAYER LIST: 

Good Shepherd Family: Elizabeth Kaschins, Helen Hermeier, Rachael & Aaron Palmer, Bev 
Nelson, Rolf Svanoe, Laura Barlament, Martha Monson Lowe, Sue Luzum, Marv & Mickey Slind, 
James Barth, Melanie Folkerts, Marion Hanson, Stephanie Hoff, Donna Bahr, Ed Hover, Harland 
Nelson, Glenn Nelson, Janet Gall, Lowell Erdman, Jutta Anderson, all residents and staff at Aase 
Haugen, Eastern Star, Wellington Place, Mosaic Homes, and Bartels Lutheran Retirement 
Community, and those preparing for public ministry: Joseph Doegen, Kathryn Thompson, and 
Kristin Kopperud-Stinn  
Relatives and Friends: Bob Fahrenkrug (grandfather of Sarah Wicks), The family of Amber 

Einck (friend of Jane Borelli), Maryn Olson (daughter of Ginny Olson), Noi Tran (Kim Kavan’s 

mother), Karen & John Silseth (brother and sister in law of Kris Peterson), Frank Barth (James 

Barth’s Brother), Sylvia Clisham (member of the Prayer Shawl Ministry), Parents of Dan Raney, 

Richard Caton (Brian’s father), The family of Luke Hackman (Friends of the Bureshs), Ann Hovde 

Nelson (Daughter-in-law of Glenn Nelson and Jane Borelli), Sarah Jane, Tim and Sue Broderick 

(friends of Jerry and Ruth Bruce), Nathaniel Judisch (son of Dave and Gail), Robin Darland 

(Friend of Erik Berg), Dennis Martin (brother-in-law of the Slinds), Randy Erion (friends of 

Charilyn & Ed Hover), Nathan Scheuerelein (grandson of Bonnie Flora), Lynzee Makowski (friend 

of Laurie Biedermann), Todd Hove (son of Gloria Hove), Aaron Buzza (son of Jim and Kathy), 

Marilyn Walli (Cousin of Marv Slind), Marian Brynsaas (sister of LaVerne Ramsey), Mary Beth & 

Bayo Oyebade and the Mashiah Foundation in Jos, Nigeria, and our Companion Synod in 

Hungary 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

563-382-3963     office@goodshepherddecorah.org goodshepherddecorah.org 

Pastor Amy: Cell 563-419-0140, pastoramy@goodshepherddecorah.org 

WELCOME GUESTS. THERE IS A PLACE FOR YOU HERE. All are invited to share in coffee, juice, 
and treats in the Fellowship Hall on the far side of the building. 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION. It is Christ’s table and Christ is the 
host. Instructions are included in the communion section of the Order of Worship. 

THE PRESENCE, ENERGY, AND NOISE OF CHILDREN ARE MOST WELCOME HERE. The sound 
of a child in worship is the sound of a new Christian being formed. This 
congregation is glad to share in this work. We welcome and encourage kids to 
move and play. A nursery with toys and activity bags are available. Mothers are 
welcome to nurse anywhere that works for you and your child. An Infant Feeding 
Chair is available in the music office (hallway outside of sanctuary) for more 
privacy if desired. 
RACIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT: This Statement was approved at the annual meeting of the 
congregation on February 6th, 2022. It was developed through the work of the Racial Justice 
Team which held listening sessions with the congregation. A portion of the Statement is printed 
here each week. Find the full statement in the hallway to the Fellowship Hall or by scanning the 
code. We proclaim that God has created the diversity of humankind in God’s image and we are all equal and 

beloved children of God. Racism and white supremacy are evils that estrange us from one another, from God, and 
from the fullness of our humanity. (Genesis 1:27a) 

mailto:office@goodshepherddecorah.org
mailto:amyzlarson@gmail.com

