
 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

… We Are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture … 

Psalm 100:3 

 

 

 
 

February 26 – First Sunday in Lent & New Member Sunday 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH. 

God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect  

to all, including those who may experience alienation, distrust, or rejection.  

We rely on the healing, unconditional love of God to shape our community in the name of 

the Good Shepherd.  

 

In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling in Christ partner congregation, 

affirming our welcome to persons of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender 

expressions, and our commitment to anti-racism work so that all may participate fully in the life 

of our congregation. We are an AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant 

Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. 

Welcome guests! There is more information for you on the back of the bulletin. 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship-ELW (red book), All Creation Sings-ACS (purple book) 
Page numbers (P.) in front of ACS and hymn numbers (#) in back of ELW and ACS 

congregational responses in bold; rise in body or spirit when indicated by * 
 

GATHERING 

GATHERING MUSIC  
PRAYER BELL - WELCOME – ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS: ACS p. 29-30  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who looks upon us in compassion, 
forgives our sin, 
and heals our lives. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Have mercy, O God, 
against you, you alone, 
we have sinned. 
In your compassion, 
cleanse us from our sin 
and take away our guilt. 
Create in us a new heart 
and give us a steadfast spirit. 
Do not cast us away, 
but fill us with your Holy Spirit 
and restore your joy within us. 
Amen. 
 
As tender as parent to child, 
so deep is God’s compassion for you. 
As high as heaven is above earth, 
so vast is God’s love for you. 
As far as east is from west, 
so far God removes your sin from you, 
renewing your life through Jesus Christ. 
Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love. 
Blessed be God forever. 
 
*GATHERING SONG: ACS 1004 Faith Begins By Letting Go (see next page) 



 
 
*GREETING- KYRIE: ACS p. 30-31-  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
sung first by cantor then by all 

 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY: Let us pray… Amen.  

 
 



WORD 
FIRST READING: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7- Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 32 
 1Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven, 
  and whose sin is | put away! 
 2Happy are they to whom the LORD im- | putes no guilt, 
  and in whose spirit there | is no guile! 
 3While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away, 
  because of my groaning | all day long. 
 4For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night; 
  my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer.  
 5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- | ceal my guilt. 
  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the guilt | of my 
sin. 
 6Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | time of trouble; 
  when the great waters overflow, they | shall not reach them. 
 7You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble; 
  you surround me with shouts | of deliverance. 
 8“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go; 
  I will guide you | with my eye.  
 9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no | understanding; 
  who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will | not stay near you.” 
 10Great are the tribulations | of the wicked; 
  but mercy embraces those who trust | in the LORD. 
 11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the LORD; 
  shout for joy, all who are | true of heart.  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19-Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
* GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.  
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  



SERMON 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY: ACS 922 When We Are Tested 

 
 
WELCOME OF NEW MEMBERS (During the end of the hymn of the day, those being welcomed 
come stand in front of the altar facing the congregation. Shepherds go to the lectern where they will 
take turns presenting the new members.)  
 
Pr. Amy: Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with us in 
the body of Christ, whom we welcome as new members into the life and ministry of this 
congregation. 
(Shepherds, at the lectern taking turn, speak these words of welcome) 
Welcome, Anne Jacobsen Clausen 
Welcome, Sonya, Dave, Jack, and Violet Geenen 
Welcome, Steve & Sara Hopkins 
Welcome, Mic & Linda Martin  



We rejoice to welcome you. Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith using the 
words of the Apostle’s Creed: 
APOSTLE’S CREED I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God. We 
are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s 
supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, 
following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. Friends in 
Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among God’s people in this 
place? I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life in 
Christ? We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
Let us welcome these new members. We rejoice with you in the new life in Christ that we share. 
Together we will give thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the 
world. 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Each petition ends: Merciful God, hear our prayer. 

*PEACE: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you We share peace by waving 
to those worshipping online or through the public access channel and then with those in the 
sanctuary.  
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC 

*OFFERING SONG: ACS 918 Now is the Time of Grace 

 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER: Let us pray…Amen. 

 



MEAL 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING-HOLY - LORDS PRAYER: P. 199-201 
 
HOLY COMMUNION: All are welcome at Christ’s table. Ushers will direct you out of your pew, up 
the aisle near parking lot and to the altar rail where you can hold out your hands to receive gluten 
and dairy free bread. The plate of cups will then be offered for you to select wine or grape juice. If 
you prefer a blessing, indicate by placing your hands in front of your heart. If you need an 
individual, pre-packaged serving of bread and wine, please request that of your server. Place 
wine/juice cups in the basket by the altar as you return to your pew. Sunday school youth and 
leaders and Fellowship Hour Servers are invited to come to communion first.  
 

COMMUNION HYMNS: Lamb of God P. 40, ELW 785 When Peace Like a River, ELW 808 Lord 
Jesus You Shall Be My Song 

 



 



* TABLE BLESSING - PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

SENDING 

SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS  

*BLESSING 

*SENDING SONG: ELW 618 Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer 

 

*DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Serve in love. Thanks be to God.  

PRAYER BELL  - POSTLUDE:  

The postlude sends us out for service in the world. Feel free to use this time in any way that helps to 
send you out! Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. License # SB118886 - 
Hymns: Copyright © OneLicense A-731311  

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND HOSPITALITY – USHERS: Chris Johnson, ; READER: 

Richard Ylvisaker; ASSISTING MINISTER: Cindy Bellrichard; FELLOWSHIP: Bonnie Johnson; 

ORGANIST & PIANIST: Brooke Joyce; PREACHER & PRESIDER: Pastor Amy Zalk Larson 

Art on display and used in today’s worship: Tune In by Lisle Gwynn Garrity – inspired by 
Matthew 4:1-11. Original silk painting with digital drawing and collage. Purchased from A 
Sanctified Art LLC © 

Check out the weekly newsletter and GS website to access GS News for the week – thank you! 


