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On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a 
day of fasting and repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we 

acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the same time, the dust 
traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. 
While we journey through Lent to return to God, we have already been 
reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our 

hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to 
our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice 

in the world. 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
ELW (red book in pew) Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

ACS (purple book in pew) All Creation Sings 
Page numbers (P.) in front of red book and hymn numbers (#) in back of books;  
Congregational responses are in bold; rise in body or spirit when indicated by * 

 
GATHERING 

 WE GATHER IN SILENCE 
 PRAYER BELL  
 WELCOME - ANNOUNCEMENTS 
*GATHERING SONG ELW #321 Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church 

 
 
*GREETING: The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY … Amen. 



WORD 
 FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:1-12 
 Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
 PSALM 51:1-17 
 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me | from my sin. 
 3For I know | my offenses, 
  and my sin is ev- | er before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 
 7Purge my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 
 8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken | may rejoice.  
 9Hide your face | from my sins, 
  and blot out | all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spir- | it within me. 
 11Cast me not away | from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of | your salvation 
  and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit.  
 13Let me teach your ways | to offenders, 
  and sinners shall be re- | stored to you. 
4Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of | my salvation, 
  and my tongue shall sing | of your righteousness. 
 15O Lord, o- | pen my lips, 
  and my mouth shall pro- | claim your praise. 
 16For you take no delight in sacrifice, or | I would give it. 
  You are not pleased | with burnt offering. 
 17The sacrifice of God is a | troubled spirit; 
  a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will | not despise.  
 
 SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10 
 Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 *GOSPEL: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 SERMON 
*HYMN OF THE DAY: #ACS 920 All Things of Dust to Dust Return 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2019-3-6/0


 INVITATION TO LENT 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN:  
Most holy and merciful God, 
we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of heaven, 
that we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most grievous fault, in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not   loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. Have mercy on 
us, O God. 
We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the 
mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. Have mercy on us, O God. 
Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, we 
confess to you. Have mercy on us, O God. 
Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we confess 
to you. Have mercy on us, O God. 
Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we 
confess to you. Have mercy on us, O God. 
Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and 
contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us, 
we confess to you. Have mercy on us, O God. 
Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. Hear us, O God, for your mercy is 
great… Amen. 
 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES As you are ready, come to the altar rail. 
Hymns: ELW #606 Our Father, We Have Wandered; ACS #919 Remember That You Are Dust      



 

 
 



After all return to their seats: 
*Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
Almighty God showers mercy upon you, forgives you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthens you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keeps you in eternal life. 
Amen. Amen. 
 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION ... Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

MEAL 
OFFERTORY: “Pastorale” – J.S. Bach 
This year, Lent giving is going towards Lutheran Services of Iowa in aid for Afghanistan guests 
resettling in Iowa. You’re invited to place your Lenten offering in the globe in front of the altar or in 
the offing plate.   
 
*OFFERING SONG: Create in Me a Clean Heart ELW #186 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER… Amen. 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING- HOLY P. 152-153 we join in prayer after the Holy: 
Holy God…with every breath. We praise you, O God. 
Generations bless your faithfulness…into the future. We bless you, O God. 
We give you thanks for your dear Son…with us now. We thank you, O God…. 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
*LORD’S PRAYER: P. 154 Our Father in Heaven… (we’ll use this version during Lent) 
 



HOLY COMMUNION 
All are welcome at Christ’s table. Ushers will direct you out of your pew, up the aisle near parking 
lot and to the altar rail where you can hold out your hands to receive the bread than is gluten free 
and dairy free. You will be offered a tray of red wine and yellow grape juice cups. Empty cups 
should be placed in the basket as you leave the altar. If you prefer a blessing, indicate that by 
placing your hands over your heart. You can also request a prepackaged individual serving of 
communion and partake of it at your pew. 
 
COMMUNION SONGS: P. 154 Lamb of God, ELW #608 Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling, 
ELW #592 Just As I Am, without One Plea 

 



 

TABLE BLESSING 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION…Amen. 

SENDING 
*SENDING HYMN: #ELW 328 Restore in Us, O God 

 

*BLESSING 



*ASH WEDNESDAY DISMISSAL: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of 
good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; 
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; 
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Thanks be to God. 

*PRAYER BELL 

POSTLUDE: “Inter Vestibulum et altare” - José Maurício Nunes Garcia 
The postlude sends us out for service in the world. Feel free to use this time in any way that helps to 
send you out.  
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WORSHIP LEADERS AND USHERS - USHERS: Jeri & Reg Laursen; ASSISTING MINISTER: Megan 
Buckingham; READER: Kate Narveson; CANTOR: Melanie Folkerts; PREACHER & PRESIDER: Amy 
Zalk Larson. ORGANIST/PIANIST: Brooke Joyce. 
 
LENT EVENING PRAYER Wednesdays, 6:15pm, March 9-April 6 with Holden Evening Prayer 
Theme: “Lord, Teach us to Pray.” We’ll explore our questions about prayer in conversation with 
Martin Luther’s wisdom about the Lord’s Prayer. What are your questions about prayer? Please 
write them on the cards in the pews, fold cards, and put them in the offering plate or submit questions 
in the google form found in the newsletter and weekly news. 
 
LENT SUNDAY SCHOOL PROJECT: This year Good Shepherd Lent giving is 
going towards Lutheran Services of Iowa in aid for Afghanistan guests 
resettling in Iowa. The funds raised Ash Wednesday through Lent will support 
access to resources, education, and overall community connection for resettled 
folks. Place these donations in the globe in the Sanctuary during the offering, 
and please write “Sunday School Project” on your check. Our goal for giving 
is $5,000 - Thank you for your support of this mission and our Youth! 
Look forward to Good Shepherd youth working in pairs to share a short scripture, prayer, or 
story that connects the congregation to this cause each Sunday during Lent! CHILDREN & YOUTH 
SIGN-UP to share online or by the Fellowship Hall.  
 

PRAYER LIST: 
Good Shepherd Family: Kathi Wild, Jerrine Jacobsen, Glenn Nelson & Jane Borelli, Jim Kruse, 

Barbara Berg, Mickey Slind, Verne Koenig, Melanie Folkerts, Lowell Erdman, Ed Hover, Janet 

Gall, Jutta Anderson, Linda Lambert, all residents and staff at Aase Haugen, Eastern Star, 

Wellington Place, Mosaic Homes, and Bartels Lutheran Retirement Community, and those 

preparing for public ministry: Menzi Nkambule, Joseph Tiegen, Angie Sadler and Kathryn 

Thompson  

 

Relatives and Friends: Tom Buresh (brother of Tom Buresh), Kristie & Hana Nelseon (family of 

Knute Nelson), Karen & Randy Erion (friends of Charilyn & Ed Hover), Mic Martin (father of Karin 

Martin-Hiner), Linda Morgan (sister of Jane Borelli), Nathaniel Judisch (son of Dave and Gail), 

the families of Dalton Hemesath and Karter Einck, Emmit Stemper, Brendan Hunter, David 

Kreitzer, Nathan Scheuerelein (grandson of Bonnie Flora), Lynzee Makowski (friend of Laurie 



Biedermann), John Monson (Martha Monson-Lowe’s father), Jane Hood (Martha Monson-Lowe’s 

cousin), Martha Johnson daughter of Mickey Slind, Holly Blair-Cascio (Mike Blair's sister), Erik 

Wangsness (nephew of Sharon Drew), Janna Ramsey (niece of Angie Sadler), Todd Hove (son of 

Gloria Hove), John Berg (son of the late Don Berg and Barbara Berg), Virginia Hanson (former 

secretary of Good Shepherd), Aaron Buzza (son of Jim and Kathy), Barb G. (friend of Sharon 

Drew), Bob Walli, Marilyn Walli, Norm Walli, (cousins of Marv Slind), Joanne Kramer (mother of 

Kerry Johnson), Katherine Hollander (Liz Fritz’s sister), David Raney (father of Dan Raney), 

Donna Struve (mother of Jonathon Struve), Marian Brynsaas (sister of LaVerne Ramsey), Mary 

Beth & Bayo Oyebade and the Mashiah Foundation in Jos, Nigeria, and our Companion Synod 

in Hungary. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME AT GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH. God makes no exceptions. In 

the spirit of Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect to all, including those who may experience 

alienation, distrust, or rejection. We rely on the healing, unconditional love of God to shape our 

community in the name of the Good Shepherd. In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a 

Reconciling in Christ congregation, affirming our welcome to gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender 

and queer identifying persons to participate fully in the life of our congregation. We are an 

AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation - Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, 

Representation and Opportunities. 

Please sign the red hospitality books for the sake of welcome and as a record of worship 

attendance. Guests, if you leave your email in the hospitality books, Pr. Amy will contact you if 

there is news of a positive case of COVID in worship. 

WELCOME GUESTS. THERE IS A PLACE FOR YOU HERE. Guests and members please sign and 
pass the red Hospitality Books in the pews.  

ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN HOLY COMMUNION. It is Christ’s table and Christ is the 
host. Instructions are included in the communion section of the Order of Worship. 

THE PRESENCE, ENERGY, AND NOISE OF CHILDREN ARE MOST WELCOME HERE. The sound 
of a child in worship is the sound of a new Christian being formed. This congregation is glad to 
share in this work. We welcome and encourage kids to move and play. A nursery is also 
available as a quiet space for parents and children. Activity bags are available there as well. 
Mothers are welcome to nurse anywhere that works for you and your child. An Infant Feeding 
Chair is available in the music office (hallway outside of sanctuary) for more privacy if desired. 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
701 Iowa Avenue, Decorah, IA  52101     563-382-3963     office@goodshepherddecorah.org 

goodshepherddecorah.org 
Pastor Amy: Cell 563-419-0140, pastoramy@goodshepherddecorah.org 
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