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The Shepherd’s Voice 

September 2021 

Beloved of God, 

There is a lot in flux for the congregation! We’ve thanked Kathryn Thompson for her work and 
welcomed our new Director of Children, Youth and Family ministry, Kelli Gapinski. Jenny Werner, 
Administrative Assistant, has announced her retirement date as no later than March 15, 2022, and her 
willingness to step down whenever her replacement can be found. We have worked to revise the job 
description for that office position and are close to posting an ad for a Ministry Support Coordinator. 

We are also transitioning to recording our in-person worship service and sharing it at 11:30am on 
YouTube. During our first attempt at this, August 29, there were lots of problems with the sound. We are 
working on low-cost fixes for this. This spring, the Congregation Council discerned that we need to focus 
the bulk of our personnel and financial resources on gathering in-person. Our recorded online service is 
intended to keep worshippers at home connected with an in-person congregation.  

We are also welcoming many Luther students to Good Shepherd. During first year orientation 
weekend, on August 29, we had many students come to worship on “Walk to Church” Sunday. We are in 
conversation with the new Luther College Pastor, Pr. Melissa Bills, to discern how we can partner with 
College Ministries to welcome and accompany Luther students. 

Fall programming is starting up again as well. Choir and band resume in-person on September 8 (at 
7 and 8pm). All vaccinated people are welcome to participate. Rally Sunday, and the start of Sunday School 
and Youth Forum, is September 12. Confirmation starts September 15.  

On Sunday, September 19 and 26, we will engage in racial justice work as a congregation. On 
September 19, we’ll share in conversations that ground us in love for one another and in God’s work of 
justice. On September 26, we will share in conversation around the draft racial justice statement. Please 
plan to participate in these important conversations. See more in this newsletter and watch for location 
information. 

All of this is happening as the Delta variant surges in our state and county. Our county is in the “red 
zone” with high levels of Covid transmission. We are adjusting procedures often, as needed, so that we can 
continue to gather safely, care for one another, and protect our community. These adjustments ask us to 
practice patience and flexibility. I know we are weary of Covid and weary of patience and flexibility! Yet we 
can do all things through Christ who strengthens us. I am praying with this passage below regularly these 
days. Let’s seek to live this out together! 

9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; 
extend hospitality to strangers. 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with 
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take 
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with 
all. (Romans 9-18) 

 Peace to you, Pastor Amy 
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Worship and Adult Education Opportunities 

WATCH OR LISTEN TO A RECORDING OF IN PERSON WORSHIP EACH WEEK 

On August 29th, we began recording the in person worship and sharing it on YouTube. This will allow 

worshippers at home to see more members of the congregation as part of their worship experience.  

We are not going to livestream as there are many technical challenges involved  and would also involve 

a substantial financial investment to update our video/audio equipment. Instead, we will record and 

upload the service by 11:30am each Sunday. We regret that worshippers won't be able to worship with 

us at 9:30am but we are grateful that we can offer the recording on YouTube.com  for viewing 

anytime.   

ALSO Worship services will also be broadcast, beginning on August 29, through KWLC at 11:30am each 

Sunday. 

RACIAL JUSTICE CONVERSATIONS 

Sept. 19 - Congregational Conversation about Racial Justice 

Immediately following worship, join us for a congregational conversation about race, racial justice, and 

the church. We'll hear personal stories from members and talk about the role that race plays in our 

faith and our congregational life. Location TBD. 

Sept. 26 - Adult Forum - Introduction of Good Shepherd's Racial Justice Statement 

A draft of the Good Shepherd Racial Justice Statement will be shared and discussed. We look forward to 

sharing this document with the congregation and hearing your thoughts. Location TBD. 

 

BIBLE STUDY  WITH PASTOR AMY 

Weekly Bible Study begins again on September 9th.  This group will meet in the library, masks are 

required; a Zoom option is available. 

 

Decorah Public Access Channel Our online worship services from the previous Sunday will be available 

each Friday at 6:30 p.m. on Mediacom Public Access Channels 15 and 79-2.  

Podcasts of worship, music and sermons are now available. Click on the buzzsprout icon, upper right on 

our website’s homepage, for a shortcut to the Good Shepherd podcasts.   

Listen to Good Shepherd Sermons online through the GS website, watch just the sermon on You Tube or 

contact the church office if you would like a copy mailed to you.  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwOiVwCWNjHJLy-pcn1IZDg?fbclid=IwAR182KZ8qMfsBAT-kU1nUitcAnlVoumDrsm3v0ujuYspdnujWsDAayQuGTo
https://goodshepherd.buzzsprout.com/
https://www.goodshepherddecorah.org/sermons/
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Rally Sunday 

September 12, 2021 

All are welcome to a festive worship service with choir, band and handbells. Join in person or online. 

Masks are required at in person worship. The service will be recorded and shared on YouTube and 

KWLC at 11:30am. There will be milestone blessings for students beginning Sunday School and 

Confirmation. Following worship, all kids 4 yr. old-12th grade will share in fun activities outdoors with 

Kelli and our Sunday School teachers and helpers. 

Parents: As we plan for the fall, we ask that you register for Sunday School and Youth Forum in 

advance to let us know if your child(ren) will be participating this year. We have a number of new 

children and youth and want to make sure we have teachers and space for everyone. Please fill out 

this online registration form by Friday, September 3. We also need a medical release form filled out 

by Rally Sunday on September 12. You can print it out from here: medical release form bring it or mail 

it to church or you can pick up a hard copy outside the church office. (look above the counter near the 

office at the cubbies, there is one labeled medical release forms.) Note: If you filled out a medical 

release form this year for VBS, that form is good through this school year.  

 

Given the surge in Delta in our area, the Congregation Council has updated our COVID protocols to 

keep with CDC guidance for educational settings and guidance for indoor mask wearing in areas of 

substantial spread, as is happening in our county. Masks are required indoors for all students and 

teachers in Sunday School, Youth Forum and Confirmation. We will be outside as much as possible 

and masks will be optional outdoors. Teachers, Helpers and Worship Leaders are asked to attest to 

their vaccination status, to Pr. Amy, before working with kids and leading worship. 

Welcome Kelli! 
Good Shepherd’s new Director of Children Youth & Family Ministry 

Hello Good Shepherd Congregation! 

My name is Kelli Gapinski and I am excited to serve as your new CYF 

director! I was born and raised in Clear Lake, Iowa, and I am a proud Luther 

College graduate Class of 2017, majoring in education. I have been teaching 

special education in my hometown for the last couple of years. Now, I am 

looking forward to my next adventure as a special education teacher here at 

Decorah Middle School! I have one older sister and which in turn I am one 

very devoted auntie to three teenagers! I love to be outside and active. 

Yoga, thrifting, plants, and a cup of strong, good coffee are just a few of my 

passions. It is truly so wonderful to be back in the driftless area. Good 

Shepherd was a home for me during my college years at Luther. I am grateful and honored for this 

opportunity to serve as your CYF director. My hope as I step into this role is for all ages to continue to 

grow in and live out the love of Jesus, through enthusiasm, inclusivity, and community. Thank you and I 

have great anticipatory joy in meeting and working with all of you!  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1TnItOJuJIS3XvYVaUKTaCraHpV5Hv2qGnJVDQ8Hpah8/edit
https://www.goodshepherddecorah.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/VBS-Registration-and-Medical-Release-2021.pdf
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Youth currently in 8th-12th grade are invited to attend the ELCA Youth Gathering July 23-28, 2022, in 

Minneapolis, MN. Join others from Good Shepherd and Decorah to experience a fun and energizing 

faith building experience with 36,000 other high school students from around the country. We’ll be 

traveling with (and able to room with!) friends from Decorah Lutheran, First Lutheran and other area 

congregations. Kelli Gapinski will accompany Good Shepherd youth. 

So, what is the ELCA Youth Gathering?  A youth gathering combines… 

• 36,000 Lutherans having fun, learning, serving and growing in faith 

• epic worship services with great music on a massive scale 

• amazing speakers, including many youth speakers, who share powerful stories about their 

questions, struggles, faith, justice, and God’s love  

• opportunities to put faith into action through service 

• a chance to experience how big and wonderful our ELCA church is 

• friendships, new and old, with people from our congregation, Decorah and all over the world 

• concerts, dances, hotel time and a fun activity in the twin cities before the gathering 

• starts (still to be determined) 

• time with a small group and an adult leader to reflect on faith, questions, and life 

In total, the trip will be around $850 (depending on pending housing and transportation costs) and 

includes programming, transportation, and housing. Transportation and hotel rooms will be with 

other ELCA congregations in Decorah. Students will be able to choose at least roommate. Registration 

and a $250 non-refundable deposit are due by October 25 (make checks out to Good 

Shepherd.) Students are responsible for the $250 deposit and the cost of meals. Remaining expenses 

are covered by funds from Good Shepherd and fundraising. Access the registration form here (link to 

form on website) 

Students and adult leaders will be expected to participate in monthly meetings to prepare for the 

gathering. These meetings will begin November 7th at 7pm at First Lutheran Church. 

There are already four Good Shepherd youth registered and more who are interested!  
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September Prayer & Scriptures 

September Prayer 

Merciful God, we are so weary of COVID, just as we are weary of injustice, discord, war, violence, 

and disregard for the earth.  Help us to bring our struggles, sorrows and laments to you.  Help us 

to listen for your words of hope in the midst of it all.  Help us to join with others in the work of 

making our hearts, homes, communities and the world places of hospitality and compassion, 

healing and justice, and the peace that is stronger than hatred and death. 

God, you know all our thoughts, desires, and secrets, and yet your love never wavers.  Help us to 

stop hiding from you.  Help us to bring everything to you: our guilt, the questions that keep us 

awake at night, the things we simply cannot understand.  Open our hearts and minds to hear your 

live-giving way and truth. Thank you for showing us the road that leads to life. 

Thank you for watching over all students and teachers as they set off on another year of 

learning.  Thank you for protecting farmers as they bring in the harvest.  Help each of us to 

support and encourage each other in our daily tasks and labors.  Strengthen us to serve you, so 

that in all our thoughts and actions we share your love with the world.  Amen. 

Offered by Jane Jakoubek 

15th Pent. 
September 5, 2021 

Syrophoenician 
Woman’s Faith / 
Curing a Deaf Man 

Isaiah 35:4-7a 
Psalm 146 

James 2:1-10, (11-13), 
14-17 

Mark 7:24-37 

16th Pent. 
September 12, 
2021 

Peter’s Declaration / 
Jesus Foretells His 
Death and 
Resurrection 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 116:1-9  

James 3:1-12 Mark 8:27-38 

17th Pent. 
September 19, 
2021 

Jesus Again Foretells 
His Death and 
Resurrection /  
Who Is the Greatest? 

Jeremiah 11:18-20 
Psalm 54 

James 3:13 - 4:3, 7-8a Mark 9:30-37 

18th Pent. 
September 26, 
2021 

Another Exorcist / 
Temptations to Sin 

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-
16, 24-29 
Psalm 19:7-14 

James 5:13-20 Mark 9:38-50 
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September 2021 Ministry Team 

DATE LITURGY USHER * Head Usher FELLOWSHIP * 

Sunday, 
September 12 

Asst. Minister: 
Harland Nelson 

Reader: Cindy Bellrichard 

Cantor: 

1.* 

2. 

 

1. Ingrid Callaghan 

2. Liza Hicken 

3. 

Sunday, 
September 19 

  

Asst. Minister: 
Jane Jakoubek 

Reader: Jane Borelli 

Cantor: 

1.* Chris Johnson 

2. Erik Johnson 

 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Sunday, 
September 26 

  

Asst. Minister: 
Harland Nelson 

Reader: 

Cantor: 

1.* Jim Fritz 

2. 

 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Ministry Team Opportunities Abound!   
The Ministry Team Signup for the remainder of 2021 went out in mid August. 

Please take a moment to add your name to fill a spot to assist in worship and fellowship this fall. 

We ask that all members serve at least four times a year. 

UPDATED COVID PROTOCOLS 
At the August 17 meeting, the Congregation council updated the COVID protocols: 

1. Masks are required indoors for all students and teachers in Sunday School, Youth Forum and Confirmation. 

2. Teachers and Worship Leaders are asked to attest to their vaccination status before teaching and leading wor-
ship. 

3. Fellowship hour will move outdoors. The serving table will be set up indoors in the entryway (vestibule) by 
the kitchen. Servers will remain masked. People will be invited to come through the line indoors and enjoy 
treats outdoors. Feel free to bring chairs from home to sit and enjoy treats outdoors. 

The council has approved these 3 motions by email on 8/26 

1. Groups using the Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary can set their own policies about masks and food. Masks and 
distancing are encouraged. 

2. Funeral receptions can be held indoors as long as there are servers who feel comfortable serving at an indoor 
reception. Ideally, the catered meals will require minimal serving help so that only those who chose to attend will 
be present.  We are doing this with Fellowship Hall policies while also still having Fellowship Hour outside. Fel-
lowship Hour is an important time of gathering for the congregation. We want to be inclusive to unvaccinat-
ed kids (who love Fellowship Hour!), those who are immunocompromised, and those who feel uncomfortable 
serving at an unmasked indoor gathering. For now it is fairly simple to be outside for Fellowship Hour. These poli-
cies for the Fellowship Hall allow people to make their own decisions regarding things that aren't central to our 
congregation. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c48abaf2ea2f49-20211
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Good Shepherd Announcements 

TIME & TALENT SURVEY 

Please watch your mail  in mid September for a request to update your time & talent offerings to Good 

Shepherd. Please respond by sending the survey back to the office as soon as possible or dropping off 

your response at your next visit to the church. 

GIVING STATEMENTS SENT THROUGH EMAIL 

On August 26, all members with an email address were sent a record of their Giving for the January 1 - 

July 31 time period. If you have not seen this email, please check your spam or promotions folder.  If you 

would like a paper copy please call the church office.  A giving statement for all of 2021 will be sent in 

early January 2022.  

PATH TO CITIZENSHIP 
We had a wonderful jazz concert on August 27th with those who were able to attend the event. 
Many may have hesitated to come because of storm watches and warnings that evening. 
Even with a small group, we raised $1339 for NE IA Path to Citizenship! If you wish to donate, you can 
find information about how to do that here: https://immigrationneia.org/donate/  or contribute by 
writing a check and sending it to:  
Path to Citizenship 
P O Box 355 
Decorah IA 52101 
Please consider donating to this wonderful Northeast Iowa organization which assists immigrants with 
their efforts to achieve citizenship or legal status.  Applause & Thank You go out to Jon Ailabouni, the 
Outreach & Hospitality Committee and the Communications Subcommittee for all their work on this 
successful event. 
 

A Celebration of Life service 

will be held for Mary Fritz at 

11 a.m. Saturday, September 

11, 2021, at Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church.  Masks will 

be required indoors. Lunch will 

be served after the service. 

Interment will follow in the 

afternoon at the Hawkeye, Iowa Cemetery.  Mary 

Catharine Fritz (Belschner), age 89, of Decorah, IA 

(formerly of Hawkeye, IA) died on Tuesday, August 

18, 2020 at the Barthell Eastern Star Home in 

Decorah.  

Directory updates: 

Jon Ailabouni - new email 

Kelli Gapinski - contact Info 

Barbara Berg - new address & phone 

Good Shepherd member Wanda Deifelt was one of 

five renowned Latin American women from 

different Christian traditions who was awarded an 

honorary degree by Faculdades 

EST, one of Brazil’s leading 

centers of education and 

research.  

Wanda Deifelt honored  

 

 

 

 

October Newsletter Deadline: September 16 

 

https://immigrationneia.org/donate/
https://www.lutheranworld.org/news/latin-american-women-honored-theological-research?fbclid=IwAR1lAxhoSw-wGVq098WsGfg4BbfdBD6LhpgAqzXK-ZfZJYc-mxZyLv9dwz8
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Again this year we will be collecting items for LWR school kits and baby care kits. City-wide garage sales 
are this month and if you are a garage sale shopper and need a project, gently used baby items are needed 
for our kits-cotton t-shirts, baby gowns or sleepers, receiving blankets-medium weight cotton or flannel 
(not fleece), cotton cloth diapers, jackets, sweaters, baby caps, socks.  The Depot is also a good place to 
shop for these items.  Hand towels and 5 oz bars of bath soap are also needed.   

School supplies are also being collected.  Items included in the kits are 70 sheet notebooks of wide or 
college-ruled paper, 30 cm ruler, pencil sharpener, blunt scissors, #2 unsharpened pencils, black or blue 
ballpoint pens, box of 16 or 24 count crayons, 2 ½ “ eraser.  A Thrivent Action card was used to purchase 
drawstring backpacks.  A donation box for LWR kits will be set up in the church entry.     
  
In October we will be assembling the kits and then taking them to Olson's Explosives and Trucking on 
Saturday, November 6 from 7:30 am to 10:30 am.  Many churches in Northeast Iowa bring there kits and 
quilts to Olson’s for delivery to LWR headquarters in St Paul.   
  
Gather Bible Study will be held on Tuesday September 28  at the church at 7 pm.  We will continue to 
meet at Good Shepherd in the backyard (weather permitting).  Masks are recommended.  If questions, 
please contact Bev Sheridan.  All are welcome. 
  
THE GIFT OF THE SPIRIT 

Celtic Christians likened the Holy Spirit not to a dove, but to a goose. In these three sessions of the fall 

Gather Bible study, the Rev. Sara Olson-Smith, associate pastor at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Davenport, 

Iowa, will lead us on our own divine Wild Goose chase. We’ll track the Holy Spirit’s actions throughout the 

Bible and throughout our lives. We’ll explore how the Spirit moves God’s people into adventures and lives 

we would never dare risk on our own. 

Session 1: Spirit of God: Revealer and Resource 

The Holy Spirit might be the most misunderstood or mysterious member of the Trinity, but the Spirit of 

scripture is not shy. Together we’ll uncover the bold, truth-telling Spirit active in our lives. After a quick 

review of the mystery of the Trinity, we’ll read parts of Jesus’ farewell discourse, and hear how the Spirit 

continues to reveal the truth of Jesus to us and to the world. We’ll discuss how the gift of the Holy Spirit is 

a resource for God’s people, giving us power we need to do God’s work. (from Gather magazine) 

 

 

September Circle 

9/28- 7 p.m. WELCA Circle Mtg. Gather Study  
Backyard at the picnic tables  
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Mission Endowment Fund 

"Plant your seeds and trust in the Lord that these seeds will bear fruit even when you are gone." 

     We are truly blessed with the ability to provide financial support to so many Good Shepherd members 
attending ELCA colleges and universities.  Our Mission Endowment Fund allows us to continue this worthy 
mission. 

     As a reminder, the Good Shepherd MEF is established to receive memorial, honorary and direct gifts 
that are invested in perpetuity.  That means we can use 4% of the total value of the fund annually to 
provide scholarships and grants to members of our congregation, while the fund continues to grow.  The 
MEF has provided $6000 in EPIC scholarships in the past two years.  Because our EPIC scholarships receive 
matching funds from the ELCA institutions, the $6000 has turned into $12000 of assistance.  

     Good Shepherd membership continues to grow.  Along with that growth is an increase in young 
children and teenagers.  A survey in 2020 indicated that there were 43 youth, ages 0 to 20.  We anticipate 
that those numbers will continue to increase. 

     Along with congregational growth, the Mission Endowment Fund needs to grow.  Please consider a gift 
to the Good Shepherd Mission Endowment Fund.  It will be a gift that keeps giving for years to 
come.  Brochures were mailed to each family in the congregation in January and are available in the 
church office or from the pastor.  

     Gifts can be directed to the MEF committee through the church office.  Checks should identify MEF on 
the memo line.  Electronic Bank Transfer or Tith.ly Online Giving can also be utilized. 

            Jerry Bruce - for the MEF Committee   

Lutheran Disaster Response Haiti Crisis 
The Situation: A devastating 7.2 magnitude earthquake struck southwest Haiti on Aug. 14. Over 1,400 peo-
ple were killed, and that number is expected to increase as search-and-rescue efforts continue. Blocked roads 
are delaying the delivery of vital supplies to hospitals, which are overwhelmed with more than 6,900 injured 
people. At least 26,000 homes were damaged or destroyed, but the full extent of damage is still unknown. 
Haiti is also suffering through a political crisis and was hit by Tropical Storm Grace on Monday night, which 
caused severe flooding in communities already damaged by the earthquake. 

Our Response: For over two decades, the ELCA has maintained a presence in southern Haiti through support 
for agricultural and sustainable development work. To continue our engagement with those communities, Lu-
theran Disaster Response is collaborating with partner organizations in the communities to meet relief needs, 
including food, water, medical supplies and temporary shelter. In the future, other areas of support will in-
clude psychosocial care, water and sanitation, and creating sustainable livelihoods through agriculture and 
livestock. We also stand with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Haiti as it assesses damage and impacts on 
churches and church life. 

What you can do: 
Pray: Please pray for the communities affected by the earthquake in Haiti. May God's healing presence give 
them peace and hope in their time of need. Pray that God will deliver comfort to those who mourn and 
strength to those working diligently to care for affected communities. 

Give: Your gifts will support earthquake survivors. Gifts to "Haiti Crisis" will be used in full (100%) to assist 
those affected by the earthquake in Haiti. 

Connect: To learn more about the situation and the ELCA’s response: 

Share this bulletin insert with your congregation and encourage support. 
Sign up to receive Lutheran Disaster Response alerts. 
Check the Lutheran Disaster Response blog. 
"Like" Lutheran Disaster Response on Facebook, follow @ELCALDR 
on Twitter and follow @ELCA_LDR on Instagram. 

https://community.elca.org/lutherandisasterresponse
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Haiti_Crisis_bulletin-insert_081621.pdf
http://listserv.elca.org/cgi-bin/wa.exe?SUBED1=DISASTER&A=1
https://blogs.elca.org/disasterresponse/
https://www.facebook.com/ELCALDR
https://twitter.com/elcaldr
https://www.instagram.com/elca_ldr/
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