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The Shepherd’s Voice 

July 2021 

Beloved People of God, 

 I’ve been thinking a lot about empathy lately and the difference between empathy and sympathy. 
Empathy involves working to understand what others are feeling. Sympathy involves feeling bad 
yourself when others are hurting. But, empathy involves focusing on the other person and their 
experience of the situation.  

Empathy has been on my mind a lot recently. For one thing, I’m incredibly grateful for the 
empathy this congregation has shown my family following my husband Matt’s accident. He continues 
to make good progress in his long recovery. Your support has been invaluable in this journey. 

Also, Vicar Kathryn and I recently had conversations with the Good Shepherd members who 
have served as Shepherds to the congregation during the pandemic. I was struck again by the 
Shepherd’s empathy for those in their flocks. They worked to understand what you needed, what 
would be helpful and not intrusive. They’ve been so thoughtful and sensitive as they’ve carried out 
their roles. Thank you to all who served as Shepherds for any amount of time: Doris Barnaal, Tom 
and Connie Buresh, Ruth and Jerry Bruce, Jim and Kathy Buzza, Joyce and Ed Epperly, Bob Felde, 
Marty Steele, Dave and Gail Judisch, Jeri and Reg Laursen, Karen McLean, Dave and Kris Peterson, 
Marilyn Rue, Norma and Harley Refsal and Angie Sadler. Thank you to Pr. Marion and the Social 
Justice Subcommittee for their work in starting the Shepherd and Flock program. 

Now as we bring the formal Shepherd and Flock program to a close, we asked the Shepherds 
about their hopes for Good Shepherd. One Shepherd said, “In a culture where empathy is 
increasingly rare, I hope we at Good Shepherd are always known as empathetic people.” That 
comment struck me as so helpful. I hope we will practice empathy as we move into a new normal 
after pandemic lockdowns. I hope we’ll be guided by empathy as we enter more deeply into 
antiracism work together as a congregation. I hope we who have white privilege will seek to 
understand what it’s like to be black, indigenous, Asian, Hispanic, Pacific Islander - what it’s like to 
be viewed as “other” because of the color of your skin.   

This summer we’ll have the opportunity to show empathy to one another at fun get- 
togethers that will allow us to reconnect, reflect on what we’ve experienced, and imagine what God 
may be doing through Good Shepherd. This July and August, all are invited to gather in small groups 
for reconnection and conversation led by Vicar Kathryn and Amalia Vagts. These conversations will 
last about an hour. I will attend the conversations to listen. We’ll also have ice cream and fruit bars. 
Read more about these conversations on page 3 of this newsletter. Watch for a SignUpGenius invite 
to sign up for one of them or sign up on paper signups in the Gathering Space outside the sanctuary. 
This will involve just over an hour of your time. I hope you’ll participate! I want to reconnect with 
you! 

Jesus shows us what empathy looks like. Jesus has entered into everything we face as human 
beings seeking to understand it, focused on us, focused on what it is like to be human. Jesus is 
present with us giving us what we need to stay present with others, focused on others. We have all 
that we need to live with empathy in the days ahead. 

Peace to you,  Pastor Amy 
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Go and Do Likewise! 
 

July 12th-14th  

5-7:30pm  

 

Come join us as we take a look at three important parables.  We’ll learn how to go 
and help others, go and love others, and know that God goes with us. 

 

Children will rotate between music, crafts, games and storytelling activity stations. 

A light, brown bag dinner will be provided. 

Covid safety protocols will be in place. We will be outside as much as possible.  Please have 

children bring masks for any times we are inside. 

All youth and children Sunday School (4) and older are welcome – please join us! 

The cost for VBS is $10 per child or $15 per family. 

To register contact Vicar Kathryn for the registration and medical release document. 

Please register by Tuesday, July 6th. 

mailto:thompson@luther.edu
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GOOD SHEPHERD SUMMER GET-TOGETHERS  

A lot has happened in each of our individual and community lives since March of 2020. 

We want to provide a place to reconnect, reflect on what we’ve experienced, and imagine 

what God may be doing through Good Shepherd. This July and August, all will be invited 

to gather in small groups for reconnection and conversation, led by Vicar Kathryn and 

Amalia Vagts. Pastor Amy will attend the conversations to listen. These “hourish” 

conversations will be held at a variety of times and days at Good Shepherd with the hope 

that as many as possible will attend. All ages welcome, childcare can be provided as 

needed. Oh...and there will be ICE CREAM (as well as frozen fruit bars.)  

Here’s an idea of what we’ll talk about... 

What is different about your life now?    

When or where did God show up for you this past year and what about that do you 
want to bring with you in the future?  

How and who do you imagine God wants us to be now for the sake of our neighbor? 

You are invited to pick a gathering session that works for you. This will involve just over 

an hour of your time. We are hoping for groups of 12 or less, so if one fills up, please 

choose another. Watch for a chance to sign up using SignUpGenius here or in person at 

Good Shepherd. We will not wear masks for these conversations. Three sessions are 

scheduled to be held outdoors. Contact Amalia Vagts (vagtsama@gmail.com) with 

questions or concerns. 

MINISTRY TEAM PARTICIPATION NEEDED 

Please consider signing up for assisting in worship during the summer months.  There are still many slots 

in all categories needing to be filled.  Good Shepherd members are asked to serve 4 times per year as an 

usher, worship leader or fellowship server. For 2021, you are asked to sign up whenever you are 

available to serve. Visit the SUG Link or connect through our website under the signup tab or call the 

church office for assistance in getting on the schedule. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c48abaf2ea2f49-good3
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c48abaf2ea2f49-worship1
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A dessert reception will follow the service in Fellowship Hall 
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Good Shepherd’s Krumkake Demonstration/Sale at Nordic Fest 
 
In just 3 weeks, Decorah will be celebrating its Norwegian heritage with its 54th  year of Nordic Fest. Good 
Shepherd will also be preparing for their annual Krumkake Fest!  Did you know that Good Shepherd has been 
participating in this event all 54 years? 

Our first project in 1966, and for several years thereafter, was a quilt display here at Good Shepherd along with a 
Konditori (coffee shop) that served sweet soup, a variety of Norwegian cookies and coffee.  The quilt display later 
moved to the high school.  Then we were given a booth in front of the Bank of the West and began making and 
selling krumkake using a favorite recipe from one of our charter members (Doris Klocke).  As you know, we make 
great quantities at church in advance and also go into production during the Fest with a live demonstration in 
the lobby of the bank.  Gluten-free krumkake has been offered the last four years thanks to the efforts of Pastor 
Amy, Sara Hanssen and Kathryn Thompson.  These are very much appreciated by the Nordic Fest visitors. 

We have made and sold thousands of those tasty, crumbly Norwegian treats through the years.   In 2019, we 
came up with a net income of over $2,600.  These monies were given to Aase Haugen Homes, CNA and Seminary 
scholarships, GS mission assistance fund and Path to Citizenship, missionary support, Decorah Free Clinic and 
Community Food Pantry, EWALU, Helping Services of NEIA, YAGM, LWR and LSI.  

Planned by WELCA, the Krumkake demonstration and sale is an all-congregation event.  Although this project is a 
fundraising event we’ve found that it is a wonderful fellowship opportunity for all (families, men, women and 
children) working together baking, demonstrating and selling those little cone-shaped cookies.    All ages are 
invited to participate and no experience is necessary.   

We will be baking at church the full week before the Fest starts, July 10-16, plus a gluten free day on July 19th 
(see church calendar for schedule).  We will also be preparing the batter on Friday afternoon July 9 at 1:00  pm.   

We will have a Krumkake Sunday on July 11.  On this day we will have a baking demonstration and give you an 
opportunity to try your hand at baking!  Krumkake will be available to taste on the table during Fellowship Hour.  
We will also put Good Shepherd labels on the baggies that are used for packaging.  This is another fun “all 
congregation” event as every table is given labels and baggies to prepare.   

PREPARING KRUMKAKE BATTER AT CHURCH  

In order to comply with health regulations, we will  make all the krumkake batter at church.  We are asking for 
donations  (ingredients or cash) for preparing the batter.  Sign-up sheets are available at the church.  Please have 
the ingredients to the church by the morning of July 9.   

BAKING 
9 sessions are planned at church, or you may want to bake at home or with a friend.  Recipes will be available if 
you wish to bake at home.  Come when you can and work only as long as you want.  Bakers and rollers can sit 
down while working.  If you are new to the krumkake baking experience, we will teach you (very easy to learn). 

AT NORDIC FEST JULY 22-24 

 Selling at the Booth  (3 hour shifts, stools available for sitting down) 

Demonstrating during Fest  (2 ½ hour shifts in lobby) 

As you see, there are several volunteer opportunities to choose from.  Look for sign-up sheets for the various 
tasks on the table in the Narthex and also sign up for Booth sales and demonstrations on-line with the Sign-up 
Genius. If you have questions, contact Doris Barnaal, Ann Naslund, Bev Sheridan or Carrie Solberg.   

P.S.  Through the years we have worn out some of Good Shepherd’s krumkake irons and are now interested in 
purchasing a used iron in good condition.  Please let the committee know if you have an extra iron.  Thank you. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c48abaf2ea2f49-nordic2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c48abaf2ea2f49-nordic2
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Renew Your Connections  

in Worship And Fellowship 

OTHER WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY CONNECTIONS 
Online Worship click here. 

Online worship premieres at 9:30 am Participate then or watch anytime later.  

Luther College KWLC Radio will broadcast our Sunday Service at 9:30 a.m.  

Decorah Public Access Channel Our online worship services from the previous Sunday will be 

available each Friday at 6:30 p.m. on Mediacom Public Access Channels 15 and 79-2.  

Podcasts of worship, music and sermons are now available. Click on the buzzsprout icon, upper right on 

our website’s homepage, for a shortcut to the Good Shepherd podcasts.   

Listen to Good Shepherd Sermons online through the GS website, watch just the sermon on You Tube or 

contact the church office if you would like a copy mailed to you.  

COVID PROTOCOLS RELAXED BY CONGREGATION COUNCIL  

Because over 180 people responded to the church vaccination survey and the congregation’s vaccination 

rate is 95%, the Congregation Council determined the following:  

 Indoor Worship - masks are required but no advance sign up needed as there is no limit on the 

number in attendance to gather for worship.  We will sing (with masks) throughout the entire service.  

We will have a full worship service, with offering, special music, and communion served at the rail 

using individual sealed cups. 

 We have returned to offering a Fellowship Hour following Worship each Sunday.  

 Online Worship - a modified version will continue to be offered. 

 Small Group Meetings - unmasked with the consent of those in attendance. 

 Masks are optional indoors for small groups of vaccinated individuals. 

 More will be forthcoming as the task force, congregational council and staff continue conversations, 

review data and guidelines, and consider our context at Good Shepherd.  Any changes will be posted 

on the website, in the weekly news and in the monthly newsletter.   

 The nursery is reopened. 

 The church building is now open daily from 8:30 am - 8:30 pm.  Masking is no longer required to enter 

the building. 

https://www.youtube.com/c/GoodShepherdDecorah/videos
https://goodshepherd.buzzsprout.com/
https://www.goodshepherddecorah.org/sermons/
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Northeastern Iowa Synod Assembly Report 
The Northeastern Iowa Synod Assembly was held online on June 12th. Pastor Amy, Jonathon 
Struve and Cindy Ernst attended as voting members from Good Shepherd. Vicar Kathryn was 
a voting member with Luther College. Amalia Vagts served on the assembly planning 
committee. Good Shepherd is part of the Northeastern Iowa Synod consisting of 145 
churches with our synod office located in Waverly, Iowa. 

Our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is made up of nearly 10,000 congregations and 
65 synods across the United States, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. “Synods support, 
connect and guide the leaders and ministries of 
congregations, working together to achieve things on a 
scale and scope that we could never do otherwise…The 
blessing of ELCA congregations and synods working 
together is that we are able to draw upon a wealth of 
leaders, resources, networks, support, ideas, experiences, 
diverse perspectives and diverse communities for doing 
God’s work in the world.”   

The main business of this year’s NE IA Synod assembly was 
to elect a new bishop. Rev. Kevin T. Jones, Mason City, 
was elected to serve a six-year term. He will take office 
September 1st.  Read more about Rev. Jones 
at neiasynod.org/2021-synod-assembly/ 

INTRODUCING ALL CREATION SINGS (ACS)  

A liturgy and song supplement in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship resource family 

All Creation Sings includes: 

Two liturgies of Holy Communion with new musical settings 

A Service of Word and Prayer designed especially for contemplative worship 

More than seventy-five new prayers and liturgical forms for diverse occasions 
and circumstances 

Approximately 200 hymns and songs, many of them newly created over the last 
fifteen years, supporting the church year and a wide range of topics.  

Hand in hand with Evangelical Lutheran Worship, this supplement invites us to expand our prayer and song, 
joining our voices with the praise, and sighs, of the whole creation God so marvelously made. At Good 
Shepherd, we will learn more of these hymns and liturgies soon. For now, while we are just returning to 
singing, we are using those hymns that are new words to familiar tunes.  

We have been able to provide these worship supplements to the congregation thanks to gifts in memory of: 
Betty Rose, Connie Bolson, John Bruemmer, Anvy Wicks, Gordan Christianson, 

Ed Kaschins, Mildred Dinger, Tabita Green, Louie & Mary Fritz. 

http://www.neiasynod.org/2021-synod-assembly/
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July Scriptures 

Ever-living God, thank you for creating, protecting, and sustaining the Good Shepherd congregation. 
Thank you for drawing each beloved one into this church, helping us come in to worship and go out to 
serve.  Help us hear your Word in scripture, songs, sermons, and the stories we share.  Help us to live the 
Good News by being compassionate toward ourselves in times of weakness, by working to understand 
and serve those different from us, and by caring for this world you have entrusted to us. Guide our 
congregation now as we continue to emerge from the pandemic and reach out to serve the world you 
love. 
 
God of creation, thank you for all those who provide food for your human family.  Thank you for farmers 
and ranchers, growers and harvest crews, processors and grocers, clerks and cooks, and all the rest we 
depend on for our daily bread.  Protect and bless all those who labor to earn a living while feeding the 
world.  We pray especially for those most vulnerable to injury, hazardous working conditions, and 
weather and market forces beyond their control.  Increase our awareness and gratitude.  Strengthen our 
desire to do our part to ensure that none of your beloved children go hungry.   
 
God of Sabbath, thank you for building rest into the very cycle of life.  We pray for all who desperately 
need rest now: students and educators, caregivers and laborers, those struggling to make ends meet, and 
all those weary in mind, body, or spirit.  Help us provide and honor times and places of rest and 
refreshment in our own homes and lives as well as community spaces like parks and natural areas.  Help 
us care for ourselves and each other, ensuring life-giving leisure and the rest needed for body, mind, and 
spirit.  All these things we pray in your holy name.  Amen.   

July Prayer 

July 4, 2021 

 
6th Pent. 

Rejection of Jesus at 
Nazareth / Mission of 
the Twelve 
 

Ezekiel 2:1-5 
Psalm 123 

2 Corinthians 12:2-10 Mark 6:1-13 

July 11, 2021 

 
7th Pent. 

Death of John the 
Baptist 
 

Amos 7:7-15 
Psalm 85:8-13 

Ephesians 1:3-14 Mark 6:14-29 

July 18, 2021 

 
8th Pent. 

Feeding the Five 
Thousand / Healing the 
Sick 
 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Psalm 23 

Ephesians 2:11-22 Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

July 25, 2021 

 
9th Pent. 

Feeding the Five 
Thousand / Jesus 
Walks on Water 
 

2 Kings 4:42-44 
Psalm 145:10-18 

Ephesians 3:14-21 John 6:1-21 
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2021 Mission Endowment Fund Gifts and Memorials 
The Good Shepherd Mission Endowment Fund was established in 1994 and has the sole purpose of providing 

scholarships and grants to Good Shepherd members attending ELCA colleges or universities and Valparaiso 

University.  Awards from the fund are bestowed annually.  To make a contribution to the Mission Endowment Fund 

for EPIC scholarships, write a check to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church with MEF in the memo line, or use Tithe.ly 

Online Giving and enter MEF in the note/memo box.  

MEMORIALS 

 John Jefferson & Marion Pruitt-Jefferson, in memory of Don Berg 
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GOOD SHEPHERD IS A RECONCILING IN CHRIST CONGREGATION 

 

Pastor Amy Larson 

Music Director: Brooke Joyce 

Vicar of Children Youth & Family Ministry: Kathryn Thompson 

Administrative Assistant: Jenny Werner 

Email: office@goodshepherd.org 

Website: http://www.goodshepherddecorah.org 

Church Office: 563-382-3963 

Office Hours: M-F; 8:30 a.m.-12:30pm 

Words from Pastor Larson    1 

Vacation Bible School       2 

Summer Get Togethers      3 

Grainger Ordination        4 

Summer Music Concerts     4 

Nordic Fest 2021           5 

Renewing Connections      6 

Bishop Election            7 

July Prayer                8 

July Scriptures              8 

July Calendar              9 
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