The Shepherd’s Voice
September 2020
Beloved of God,
“But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not
fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the
waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through
fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy
One of Israel, your Savior … Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you … Do not
fear, for I am with you.” Isaiah 43: 1-5a
Usually the fall brings new energy and excitement as kids return to school, Luther College gets
buzzing, and the program year starts. This fall feels quite different. Weariness and trepidation seem to
be the dominant emotions right now.
Now more than ever, we need the message that we are not alone. God is with us. We are still a
community. People around us need to hear this as well. Occasionally around town someone will say to
me, “Your church is still closed.” I always respond, “The Good Shepherd building is closed but the
church remains open. The congregation is so active worshipping, studying scripture, serving, making
music and tending the community.” Our neighbors and community need to know that we are open and
active to serve them. They, too, need to hear that they are not alone.
This message, “You Are Not Alone”, is the theme for our Stewardship Campaign this fall. We will
be sharing the story that, even though the building is closed, this congregation is doing significant
ministry in the name of Jesus. We will be hearing stories in worship from members who have been
part of or impacted by this ministry. We will share those stories on our website and Facebook as well.
We are also providing yard signs for you to share this message, “You Are Not Alone”, with your
neighbors. See a picture of the sign and more information about the signs on the Stewardship page in
this newsletter
When Good Shepherd Congregation Council member Jon Ailabouni heard about this
stewardship theme, he was really moved by it and was inspired to write a new jazz piece entitled “You
Are Not Alone.” He says, “As I wrote the song, I was reflecting on the idea of not being alone spiritually and socially - in the midst of the pandemic and with all the changes, fears, and hardships
this virus has brought on. I was also reflecting on the hopeful message God has for us - You Are Not
Alone - and the message of commitment the Church has for the world, particularly those in need - You
Are Not Alone.” We heard Jon play this song in worship on August 9. Jon has also asked Vicar Kathryn
Thompson to write words for this piece. Soon we will hear the whole piece with the Good Shepherd
Choir singing Kathryn’s words.
We are all part of the ministry at Good Shepherd that is continuing during this pandemic. Thank
you for all the ways you have been supporting this ministry through your prayers, participation,
encouragement and financial support. Please consider how you can support the ministry financially in
2021. Some will need to decrease their support in these difficult times. Given that, please prayerfully
consider if you can continue your support at the same level or increase your financial support in 2021.
We will make our Statements of Intent together on Sunday, November 15.
Peace to you, Pastor Amy
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“You Are Not Alone, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Is With You!”
Stewardship Campaign 2021
There’s a chill in the morning air, school is starting and Good Shepherd’s Stewardship
Committee has a new plan for our stewardship campaign this fall. Yard signs will be available for our
members and guests to place in their yards or residences to remind them and their neighbors that
”You Are Not Alone, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Is With You!”. We want to share the news that
our congregation is active in our community. Yard signs are a visible way to get this message out
beyond the walls of the church.
The yard signs are a gift to you, a reminder that you are part of a ministry we all share. In
addition, throughout the fall during online worship, you will hear stories about how the ministry of
this congregation is continuing even when the building is closed.
This is a new way to do stewardship. Stewardship is about telling the story of what our
congregation is doing in our community and the world, and inviting everyone to participate in that
story. It is about reminding and inspiring people to support this work with their financial gifts. In this
challenging year, we want it to be clear that our congregation is still active in the community even
when we can’t gather in our building.
All of us are the church at work. Our Congregation Council believes that in the midst of
political signs this fall, our signs will speak a word of inclusion and connection: “You Are Not Alone,
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Is With You!”. Yet we respectfully acknowledge that some may not
want to display a sign, and that’s okay too.
If you would like a sign, you can reserve one using the SignUpGenius link here or by calling
the church office at 563-382-3963. Indicate whether you would like a stake for your sign or just the
sign. Signs may be picked up at the church after the Outdoor Communion Service on October 11, or can
be delivered to you. We encourage you to display the signs starting October 11 through Stewardship
Sunday on November 15.
Thank you for your participation in this new Stewardship ministry plan.
Connie Buresh, Brent Parker, and Angie Sadler
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STAY CONNECTED WHILE WE ARE APART
WORSHIP
• Go

to YouTube.com and search for Good Shepherd Decorah. If you subscribe to the channel it
will be easier for you to see new content.

• We continue to "premiere" the

services Sundays at 9:30am to help us worship together. This
means the link for the service is available earlier but is first able to view at the worship start
time. The live chat is available before those start times and during that premiering time.
Joining the live chat is a way to be in community as we worship together. You can also view
services after the premiere times.

• Luther College KWLC will broadcast our Sunday Service at 9:30am.
• Come to a short Communion Service outside on September 13 or September 27

at 11 a.m. Sign
up in advance here https://www.goodshepherddecorah.org/outdoor-communion-service/

• Podcasts of music, prayers and prayer practices are now available.

Click on the buzzsprout
icon, upper right on our website’s homepage, for a shortcut to the Good Shepherd podcasts.
• Listen to

Pr Amy’s Sermon online through the GS website or contact the church office if you
would like a copy mailed to you.

• Watch

the Children’s Sermons online on YouTube.com

• Join us for Youth Forums in

the GS backyard at 10:30 a.m. on 9/13 and 9/27

STUDY & DEVOTIONALS
• Zoom Bible Study Thursdays 10 a.m.

(Email Pastor to get the Zoom invite)

• Sign up for daily devotions that can be sent to your email.

To sign up go to:

d365.org or https://go.augsburgfortress.org/christ-in-our-home-email-subscription

GIVING
• Send your check or offering envelope through the mail - 701 Iowa Ave. Decorah IA 52101.
• Give online through your own bank or continue your auto withdrawal through the church.

• Give online at our website under the Giving tab through tithe.ly.
• Text to give: # 833-751-0260
• In addition to giving to the

work of the congregation, please consider gifts to the local Mutual
Aid Network fund to help those impacted financially in this time. See page 4 of this newsletter
for more information.
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THE DECORAH AND WINNESHIEK COUNTY MUTUAL AID NETWORK continues
raising funds to increase the crisis funds available to people who seek help through
NE IA Community Action Corporation (NEIACAC). These funds are being used in all 7
counties served by NEICAC. Funds are in high demand right now as the eviction
protections and unemployment benefits have ended. Checks for this fund can be sent
to Good Shepherd or directly to NEICAC at 305 Montgomery St., Decorah.

Guidelines for Helping Out
What Volunteers can do: Local volunteers can assist with:
• Shopping
• Dog walking
• Collecting prescriptions
• Taking things to/collecting items from post offices
• Any other local errands that can be conducted over the doorstep
• Offer Temporary work
• Childcare (with background check)

What Volunteers cannot do:
• Enter the homes or cars of vulnerable people
• Provide personal care
• Handle personal or valuable items
•

Handle bank cards or PIN numbers

Decorah Mutual Aid Network Admin (563) 362-2288 mutualaid@decorahnow.com
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Education
Sunday School (4 years-6 grade)
•

Sunday School will be meeting virtually this fall on the following dates: Aug 30th, Sept
20th, Oct 4th, Oct 18th, Nov 1st, Nov 15th. More dates will be announced later this
fall. Note these are the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month except for September due to labor
day weekend. Our first "September" Sunday School meeting with happen Aug. 30.

•

We will be meeting at 10:45 via Zoom (link to come in reminder email), for roughly
30 minutes.

•

At least one adult will be present with Kathryn to help co-host the Zoom. If you would be
interested in helping to co-host, please sign up here. This includes the power to "mute"
and "unmute"!

•

We invite and welcome any and all parents/grandparents/caregivers to be on the Zoom call
with their children.

•

During the Zoom Sunday School Session, you can expect:
Kathryn will welcome everyone, and give everyone one chance to share highs/lows.
We will watch any pre-recorded material together.
Kathryn will give any direction for materials/activities that can be completed at home with
family groups.





Youth Forum (7th-12th grade)
•

Youth Forum will be meeting IN PERSON this fall on the following dates: Sept 13 and
27th, Oct 11th and 25th, Nov 8th and 22nd (or until weather doesn’t permit). Note
these are the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month.

•

We will be meeting at 10:30 a.m. in the Good Shepherd backyard for roughly 30
minutes, or until the outdoor communion service begins.

•

Masks are required and physical distancing will be honored.

•

In the case of rain/weather, we will simply switch that session over to Zoom (link to come
in reminder email).

•

If a family is in quarantine or does not feel comfortable joining in person, students can join
via Zoom live during the in-person gathering.

From Vicar Kathryn:

While we love and cherish faith formation at every age for our kids, it is
even more important that our kids feel connected, loved, and seen during
this time. We hope these opportunities provide a way for your kids to stay
connected with each other, with Good Shepherd, and ultimately, with
God. Please let us know if you foresee any barriers that we should know
about. We would love to work with you and be in touch while we are
physically apart! We miss you all!-5

Jazz Concert on the GS Lawn September 18
Good Shepherd and our church neighbors are invited to enjoy an evening of live music
in the Good Shepherd back yard on Friday, September 18 at 6:30 p.m.!
Jon Ailabouni will be performing alongside a jazz quintet including some of his favorite musicians
in the region:
• Simon Harding – Saxophone, Jazz Band director at Wartburg College
• Larry Price – Piano, Jazz Combo director at Winona State University
• Karyn Quinn – Bass, former Director of Jazz Studies at University of Wisconsin – La Crosse
• Rich MacDonald – Drum Set, former Director of Jazz Studies at Winona State University
The group will perform an hour long program that includes Jon's arrangements of jazz standards, a
hymn, and his original composition "You Are Not Alone".
Please wear a mask and observe safe distancing throughout the performance. Similar to our
outdoor communion services, plan to bring a chair or blankets to sit on. The gathering will be
limited to 100 people. Please RSVP with SignUpGenius at this link. Register all in your family group
who will be attending by selecting a quantity when you sign up. The rain date for this performance
is Saturday, September 19 at 6:30 p.m. A free will offering will be taken to provide an honorarium
for musicians and support the local Mutual Aid Network Fund.

September Scriptures
Sunday,
September 6
14th Sunday after
Pentecost
Sunday,
September 13
15th Sunday after
Pentecost

Deuteronomy 6:1-9
The Lord is our
God, the Lord alone

Sunday,
September 20
16th Sunday after
Pentecost

Jonah 3:10--4:11
God’s concern for
the city of Nineveh

Sunday,
September 27
17th Sunday after
Pentecost

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
The fairness of
God’s way

Genesis 50:15-21
Joseph reconciles
with his brothers

Psalm 119:33-40
I desire the path
of your
commandments.
Psalm 103:[1-7] 813
Lord, you are full
of compassion and
mercy.
Psalm 145:1-8
The Lord is slow
to anger and
abounding in
steadfast love.
Psalm 25:1-9
Remember, O
Lord, your
compassion and
love.
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1 Corinthians 12:27-31
The gifts of body,
Christ, and
community
Romans 14:1-12
Accepting diversity in
the community of faith
Philippians 1:21-30
Standing firm in the
gospel
Philippians 2:1-13
Christ humbled to the
point of death on a
cross

Matthew 28:16-20
The Great
Commission
Matthew 18:21-35
A parable of
forgiveness in the
community of
faith
Matthew 20:1-16
The parable of the
vineyard workers
Matthew 21:23-32
A parable of
doing God’s will

Good Shepherd Announcements
DERECHO STORM RELIEF DONATIONS

PASTORAL STUDENT UPDATES:

The Northeastern
Iowa Synod is
directing us to this
informative website
for making donations in response to the recent
devastating storms across Iowa: https://
lsiowa.org/disasterrelief/

Kathryn Thompson has begun her Collaborative
Learning Program through Wartburg Seminary.
She will be a full time student there preparing for
ordained ministry. As she studies, she will serve as
Vicar at Luther College and Good Shepherd.
Amalia Vagts and Daniel Grainger have
completed internship and are beginning their last
year at Wartburg Seminary. Menzi Nkambule has
finished Clinical Pastoral Education and is
preparing for his internship. Joseph Tiegen has
taken a leave from studies. Angie Sadler
continues to progress in her deaconess program.

THE GOOD SHEPHERD PRAYER
SHAWL MINISTRY has shipped
17 shawls to Marty Steele's
home church in Cedar Rapids
for Derecho victims.

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: September 17

PHOTO PROJECT CONTINUES

DIRECTORY UPDATES:

Jane Jakoubek and Jane Kemp continue to take
photos of congregation members, outside, with
our masks firmly in place! If you haven't been
contacted, we are making the rounds. The photos
are posted on the
Good Shepherd
website, flickr, and
appear during the
Sunday online
services.

Daniel & Allie Grainger - new address
Steven & Lisa Zittergruen - new address
David & Rebecca Boehm Shaffer - new address

TREASURER'S REPORT
Our income to date (7/31) is $172,916.60 and our expenses are $171,978.00. That gives us a surplus
of $937.66. As you know, the youth director's salary comes out of a different account and does not
depend on current income. Also, recall the $25,840.56 worth of expenses were paid out of the PPP
loan we received. That means our current surplus actually is $31,292.24. That means even without
the loan we are on target with the budget. The other good news is we are a little closer to reaching
our statements of intent. Through July we would have expected $175,000 and our offerings totaled
$169,404.10.
Submitted by John Moeller
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August was LWR month for us. Gail and Bev are so thankful for all the donations that we received
for our kits. It was so fun to get to visit with those who dropped things off (from a distance of
course) Gail has completed 25 baby care kits, and Bev has completed 30 school kits and 25
personal care kits so far. In addition to the kit donations we also received monetary donations and
applied for a Thrivent Action Card. Again thank you so much for helping with this project.
LWR kits will be collected on Saturday, September 12, 2020 from 7:30 am to 10:30 am at Olson's
Explosives. Safety precautions will be taken to keep everyone healthy. This will be the only
ingathering in Decorah in 2020. The goal being to return to May & November schedule in 2021.

We will again meet via Zoom on September 22 at 7 pm for our circle meeting. Please contact Bev
Sheridan or Pastor Amy for information to join the meeting. All are welcome.
Gather Bible Study
In this three-session Bible study, the Rev. Meghan Johnston Aelabouni invites us to remember the
past, recognize the present and reimagine the future.
Session 1: Holy time: Remembering the past
Scriptures: Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19, Luke 22:18-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23-25
Themes/Questions: What is faithful memory? How do we remember the past–good and bad? How
do we embody memory in our worship through Word and Sacrament, and why is this important?
How does faithful memory put us back together (re-member us) as faithful people?

September Circle Schedule
9/22- 7 p.m. WELCA Zoom Circle Mtg. Gather Study
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Mission Endowment Fund
Part III--THE FUTURE
This is the third of a 3-part series regarding the Good Shepherd Mission Endowment
Fund. Parts I and II focused on the origin and structure of the fund, as well as past and present
activities. Part III -The Future - is an attempt to project how the fund can continue to provide
financial support for members of the congregation requesting assistance while enrolled at an
ELCA institution of higher learning.
The amount of financial assistance available to each applicant is directly affected by the number
of members seeking assistance. Only 4% of the market value of the fund is available annually for
distribution; therefore, the growing needs of this Good Shepherd ministry, as well as the
availability of money to meet those needs, are factors that must be considered by the
Endowment Committee when planning for the future.
CONGREGATIONAL NEEDS
The stated purpose of the Good Shepherd Mission Endowment Fund is to provide financial
support for the development of current and future leaders of the church, the congregation, and the
community, beyond that available through the congregation's operating budget. This is interpreted
to mean that the fund is to be used specifically for the support of members of the congregation
who are in pursuit of educational goals while attending an ELCA institution.
The ability to fulfill the goals of the fund has been contentious since the very beginning. In the
early years of existence, the fund's principal was loaned to the congregation, resulting in the
unavailability of any financial support for education. Following the repayment of the loan the fund
showed some growth through investments, albeit minimal. Those earlier years, however, also saw
few requests for assistance, due to the low number of youth in the congregation. Following those
low activity years the church did gain youth membership and the Endowment Committee was able
to award scholarships and grants. However, the number of awards was not large enough to
cause a serious depletion of the fund and the limit of using only 4% of the principle was not an
issue.
The past five years of growth in the congregation has been exceptional and the church
continues to attract new members. Increases in the number of preschool children and youth has
been consistent with the overall membership growth. According to the Good Shepherd directory,
along with data from Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministry Kathryn Thompson, 43
children and youth ages 0 to 20 have been identified as members of Good Shepherd as of May 1,
2020. The age group breakdown is as follows:
AGE NUMBER
0--3
12
4--5
7
6--7
2
8--9
2
10-11
6
12-13
4
14-15
4
16-17
2
18-20
4
TOTAL 43
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Mission Endowment Fund
Part III--THE FUTURE cont.
These numbers will definitely stress the current Mission Endowment Funds' 4% restriction on
monies available for annual distribution. These numbers also clearly identify the need to increase
the three Endowment Fund
accounts' ability to generate more monies to meet scholarship and grant needs. The current
market value of the Endowment Fund will not be capable of meeting all the future requests for
assistance. We have every reason to believe that the numbers in these age groups will continue to
grow; accordingly, requests for scholarships and grants will continue to grow.
The Endowment Fund Committee and the congregation face the challenge of addressing the
gap that will be developing between the growing financial support needed and the availability of
funds to meet those needs. The congregation has made scholarships and grants for members
attending ELCA institutions one of our important ministries, and it appears that the only solution to
solving this developing situation is to make the Good Shepherd Mission Endowment Fund grow.
PLANNING FOR GROWTH
The Endowment Fund Committee is in the process of developing a plan for the growth of the
accounts. This is a long term process for any non-profit organization, but especially for churches
the size of Good Shepherd. It is important for the congregation to understand that this initiative
will not be a fund-raising campaign; neither will there be conflicts with the annual Stewardship
Appeal nor competition for Memorial or In-Honor-Of Gifts. Motivation for endowment giving is
different from motivation for giving for the support of the on-going operations of the church and its
ministries. The committee's intention is to utilize the Stewardship for All Seasons concept of
giving introduced to the Stewardship Committee and the congregation for the 2017 Fall Appeal.
After three years of adapting and honing SAS procedures with regards to the Stewardship
Committee appeals, it has proven to be a very successful tool. The SAS format is basically to
Inform, Motivate, Ask and Thank the congregation for generosity in supporting Good Shepherd
ministries. The Endowment Committee's procedures will be to inform the congregation about the
Endowment Fund and its mission, assuming motivation will come from an inner desire to support
the ministry. The informational process has been initiated with this series of articles. More will
follow in the form of printed brochures, Adult Forums, the Good Shepherd website and newsletter
articles. For now it is important that members of the congregation recognize that this fund was
established to create a ministry to financially support members of the congregation who are in
pursuit of an education that will result in leadership of the church, the congregation or the
community. Every increase of $12,500 in the market value of the endowment fund will result in a
$500 scholarship annually for a Good Shepherd student attending an ELCA institution.

The Endowment Committee
Brian Solberg
Jerry Bruce
John Jefferson
Dick Wuest
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GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, August 18, 2020 - 7:30 pm
Preparing Our Hearts and Minds to Serve
Present: Pr. Amy Zalk Larson, Jonathon Struve, Kerry Johnson, Linda Donoghue, Robert Fitton, Ann Naslund, Connie
Buresh, John Moeller, and Hayley Jackson. Absent: Jon Ailabouni.
Devotions and Initial Actions: Linda Donoghue led devotions. Motion to approve the agenda seconded and passed.
Consent Agenda:
Items in the Consent Agenda are designed to be approved by consent of the council without discussion or formal
vote. The chair asks for objections to the items in the consent agenda. If there are no objections, these agenda items
are then considered passed by consent. The council may choose to move an item from the consent agenda to the
discussion agenda if council members feel a discussion is warranted.
1. Approve July 2020 council minutes.
Accept committee reports.
The Consent Agenda was approved by consent of the council.
Discussion Agenda:
Sidewalk Project: Robert Fitton brought forward the proposal from the Landscaping Subcommittee regarding fixing the
sidewalk along Iowa Ave. Per the proposal, the current sidewalk would be removed and replaced with a five-foot wide
sidewalk located south of the current sidewalk, with three additional benches placed along the sidewalk. In addition,
the current gravel sidewalk in the rear of the church would be paved. Quandahl’s estimates suggested the project
would be approximately $13,219, with $8,361 for paving, $525 for permit and easement costs, $2,509 for the benches,
$100 for seeding, and $1,724 as contingency funds. Quandahl shared that the project could be fit in during the current
construction season, likely in early fall (October/November). Council was in general supportive of the project,
recognizing its importance in regard to the safety of members and neighbors. Topics of discussion included bench
selection and placement (especially regarding the Bud Bahr bench) and funding options, including memorial gifts (with
blessings from the families), a congregational appeal, and taking out an additional loan. Several on council were unsure
that four benches were necessary. It was then suggested that instead of purchasing three additional benches, a single
new bench that matched the Bud Bahr bench would be purchased. John Moeller moved that the Property and
Management Committee’s recommendation that the sidewalk be replaced as laid on in the design brought to Council by
the committee. Kerry Johnson seconded, and it passed unanimously. Ann Naslund moved that Good Shepherd purchase
one more bench identical to the Bud Bahr bench, to be paid for with memorial funds. Connie Buresh seconded, and it
passed unanimously. Robert Fitton agreed to work on writing a letter on behalf of the congregation council for an
appeal to help fund the project.
Implicit Bias Test: Jon Ailabouni did research on a variety of implicit bias tests and shared several from Harvard
University’s Project Implicit with Pr. Amy, Linda Donoghue, and Jonathon Struve. They selected one regarding race
relations as being the most topical and useful for us given current events. Congregation leadership and council
members are encouraged to take the test as soon as possible. Congregation council members will reflect on what they
learn during the September council meeting.
Outdoor Jazz Concert: Jon Ailabouni proposed the idea of holding an outdoor jazz concert for Good Shepherd members
and neighbors. The concert would be 50-60 minutes long and would feature keyboard, percussion, bass, trumpet, and
saxophone, all spaced out. Attendance would be limited to 100 people and would require sign-up ahead of time. Jon
suggested September 17/18 as a possible concert date. This concert required permission from council as the church is
currently in Phase 1 of our reopening plan and only worship services are permitted. Council was generally supportive of
the idea. Robert Fitton made the motion that the concert be held as described, with 100 people, in mid-September. The
motion was seconded by Jonathon and passed unanimously.
GS COVID-19 Plan Disclaimer: Pr. Amy shared that a pastor friend of hers shared language written by a member (a
lawyer) of their council to add to our Phased Reopening Plan. This language will help give Good Shepherd additional
protection against liability. The statement is as follows: “Although efforts will be made to make all users aware of the
recommendations in this document, the COVID-19 Task Force recognizes that compliance with the recommendations
may vary for different reasons such as users having different levels of understanding and recollection of the
recommendations, or because the facts of any given situation might warrant varying from the recommendations.
Although efforts will be made to keep this document current, knowledge and best practices regarding virus response
(Continued on page 12)
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change too rapidly for this document to consistently reflect the current state of knowledge. This document may be
amended by either the COVID-19 Task Force or the Congregation Council.”
Recurring Work of the Body – Committee, Pastor, and Officer Reports
The Committee Reports were received and accepted as submitted.
Pastor's Report: Pr. Amy
Little progress has been made on the racial justice task force. Finding an individual to help lead and shepherd the
inviting of others would be helpful. She would welcome suggestions for task force leaders. The Synod Assembly was
canceled due to the pandemic. The Synod was expected to elect a new bishop; as such, Bishop Eaton appointed
Andrea Degroot Nesdahl as interim bishop and the election has been postponed until 2021. Pr. Amy will work with
Bishop Nesdahl in her capacity as dean of the Upper IA River Conference. The church is currently moving over
towards new church management software, which was budgeted for this year. The original program was a Missouri
Synod program, whose update did not allow for same-sex couples in the database. The new program, Tithe.ly, is an
ELCA-preferred vendor. Once the transition is complete, it will allow an integrated website, directory, church app as
one stop place to access media and information, messaging, signups for services, ushering, Assisting Minister etc. This
should make managing data and communicating with the congregation much more efficient. Pr. Amy’s continuing
education included 3 weekdays for Festival of Homiletics- May 18, 20, 22 & 1 Sunday, May 24 and a continuing
education class via Zoom in May and June, 1.5 hours per week for 6 weeks. Her vacation time included 3 weekdays
(January 1-3), 1 weekday (May 21) 3 weekdays (June 3-5), 5 weekdays (July 27-31) and 1 Sunday.
Education Committee: Ann Naslund
Rally Sunday August 23rd. Kids will receive a blessing, packet for Sunday School, and a sticker. Sunday School this fall
will be live via Zoom @ 10:45 on Aug 30th, Sept 20th, Oct 4th, Oct 18th, Nov 1st, Nov 15th. It will use Beatitudes
curriculum. Youth Forum this fall will be held outside, at church, 10:30 a.m., we are hoping they will stick around for
11am communion services on Sept 13 and 27th, Oct 11th and 25th, Nov 8th and 22nd (or until weather doesn’t
permit). We will use mental health curriculum http://www.nemnsynod.org/mhcovid19.html
Treasurer’s Report: John Moeller
Total income to date is $172,916.60 and total expenses to date are $171,978.94. We have a current surplus of
$937.66. As the youth director’s salary ($4,514.02) is not dependent on our current income, and $25,840.56 of
expenses were paid with the PPP loan. These raise the surplus to $31,292.24. Treasurer John Moeller believes we are
right on target for the budget, even without the PPP loan.
Current Giving: Giving is up, as we have received $169,404.10, compared to $175,000.000 expected from the
Statements of Intent.
Worship and Music: Jon Ailabouni
W&M committee discussed reactions to the July 8 and 12 outdoor services, which went well. A schedule to offer
outdoor communion services on the first and third Sundays of the month was created for August and September,
then the second and fourth Sundays of the month for October onward. The committee also has begun planning for
how to offer worship in colder weather, including potential use of tents outside or indoor 15-minute services for
small groups of people to receive communion. In-person ensemble rehearsals are still suspended, but there is
potential for bells to rehearse while masked.
Announcements:
Newsletter Deadline: August 20, 2020
Next Council Meeting: The next meeting will be September 15, 2020, 7:30 PM via Zoom
Adjournment and Closing Prayer: The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM. Pr. Amy Larson led the council in the Lord’s
Prayer to close the meeting.
---Submitted by Hayley Jackson, Congregation Secretary
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