
Wednesday Evening Service, May 6, 2020 - Reflection and Prayer Practice  
 

Lectio Divina 
 
Our Gospel passage for this Sunday, John 14:1-14, is a powerful word of promise and comfort in                 
times of uncertainty. It’s a familiar passage, often read at funerals. One line of this passage also                 
sometimes gets pulled out of context and used in arguments about salvation. 
 
To help us hear this passage anew tonight, I will read a recent translation of this passage from the                   
Inclusive Bible. This translation captures the nuances of the original Greek in important ways. It               
also brings the poetry alive in a fresh way.  
 
Tonight, as you listen to the passage being read, I invite you to join in the practice of Lectio Divina,                    
an ancient way of praying with scripture. 
 
Lectio Divina is a Latin phrase which means Holy Reading.  

● The practice of Lectio Divina helps us to open ourselves and listen deeply to God’s Word in 
scripture.  

● It helps us to approach the Bible seeking to hear God’s Word for our lives. 
 
I will lead you through this practice tonight. You can also do this at home with any passage, read-                   
ing silently. Instructions for this will be shared on the website. We are working to gather the guid-                  
ance for all the prayer practices we’ve been doing on Wednesday nights into one place and to in-                  
vite your reflections and questions as you use them in your own prayer life. 
 
Tonight we will focus on John 14:1-7. 
 
I will read the passage through two times. 
The first time the passage is read, listen for words or phrases that capture your attention.  
After the reading, reflect on them during a brief silence.  
 
The second time the text is read, listen for what the text asks of you or offers to you.  
After the reading, reflect on what you noticed during a brief silence. 
 
To prepare yourself for Lectio Divina:  Close your eyes and take a few deep breaths. As you 
breathe, let go of worries and distractions and open yourself to God’s word.  
 
Listen and note the words or phrases that capture your attention. 
 
A reading from John, chapter 14 
 
Jesus said to the disciples on the night before he was crucified: “Don’t let your hearts be troubled.                  
You have faith in God; have faith in me as well. In God’s house there are many dwelling places,                   
otherwise, how could I have told you that I was going to prepare a place for you. I am indeed going                     
to prepare a place for you and then I will come back to take you with me, that where I am there                      
you may be as well. You know the way that leads to where I am going.” Thomas replied, “But we                    
don’t know where you’re going. How can we know the way?” Jesus told him, “I myself am the Way                   
- I am truth and I am Life. No one comes to Abba God but through me. If you really knew me, you                       
would know Abba God also. From this point on, you know Abba God and you have seen God.” 



 
Listen again and pay attention to what this passage is asking of you and/or offering to you. 
Then read the text slowly, attentive to words or phrases that capture your attention. 
Read it again and be attentive to what the passage is asking of you or offering you. 
 


