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Blessed are You Who Bear the Light by Jan Richardson
Blessed are you

Blessed are you

who bear the light

in whom

in unbearable times,

the light lives,

who testify

in whom

to its endurance

the brightness blazes—

amid the unendurable,

your heart

who bear witness

a chapel,

to its persistence

an altar where

when everything seems

in the deepest night

in shadow

can be seen

and grief.

the fire that

shines forth in you
in unaccountable faith,
in stubborn hope,
in love that illumines
every broken thing
it finds.
From Circle of Grace: A Book of Blessings for the Seasons. Wanton Gospeller Press: Orlando, 2015.

Dear People of Good Shepherd,
Blessed are you, for you bear the light of Christ in our world. You bear the light of Christ for those in
detention on the southern border and our immigrant neighbors in NE IA. You bear the light of Christ in
your welcome of all people. You bear the light of Christ as you share your gifts in worship and in your
vocations in daily life. You bear the light of Christ be opening your building to the community. You bear
the light of Christ to me and my family. I thank God for you.
May the light of Christ shine brightly for you as we begin 2020. I look forward to what we will do
together to share the love of Christ in the year ahead.
Peace to you, Pastor Amy
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Adult Forums
Jan. 5 - The Citizens Climate Lobby; led by Julie Fischer.
Jan. 12 - Haiti Earthquake Remembrance in Worship, no formal forum.
Jan. 19 - Budget Meeting in preparation for the Annual Meeting of the Congregation. Led
by the Budget Committee.
Jan. 26 - Golden Rule 2020 A Call for Dignity and Respect in Politics. Come learn about the
ecumenical initiative, Golden Rule 2020, in which the ELCA is a participating member. The
initiative emphasizes that “churches have an important role to play in helping to heal
America, and we hope and pray that local congregations will be active in efforts to increase
understanding and bridge divisions in our country between now and the 2020 election. This
is an opportunity to learn strategies to promote understanding and healthy dialogue about
political issues, just prior to our Iowa Caucuses on Feb. 3rd. Led by the Social Justice
Committee.

January Scriptures
Sunday, January 6
Epiphany of Our
Lord

Isaiah 60:1-6
Nations come
to the light

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
All kings shall bow
down before him.

Ephesians 3:1-12 The
gospel’s promise
extends to all

Sunday, January 12
Baptism of Our
Lord

Isaiah 42:1-9
The servant
of the Lord
brings justice

Psalm 29
The voice of the
Lord is upon the
waters

Acts 10:34-43 Jesus’
ministry after his
baptism

Sunday, January 19
Second Sunday
after Epiphany

Isaiah 49:1-7
The servant
brings light to
the nations

Psalm 40:1-11
I love to do your
will, O my God.

1 Corinthians 1:1-9
Paul’s greeting to
the church at
Corinth

John 1:29-42
Revelation of
Christ as the
Lamb of God

Sunday, January 26
Third Sunday after
Epiphany

Isaiah 9:1-4
Light shines
for those in
darkness

Psalm 27:1, 4-9
The Lord is my
light and my
salvation.

1 Corinthians 1:1018
Appeal for unity in
the gospel

Matthew 4:12-23
Revelation of
Christ as a
prophet
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Matthew 2:1-12
Revelation of
Christ to the
nations of the
earth
Matthew 3:13-17
Revelation of
Christ as God’s
servant

Good Shepherd Announcements
The Worship and Music Committee extends a note
of celebration and thanks to Good Shepherd
members for their collective as well as individual
gifts shared throughout the 2019 church
season. From readers to singers, ushers to Sunday
school teachers, dish washers to dish bringers,
carpenters to painters, gardeners to acolytes,
instrumentalists to guild coordinators,
photographers to dusters, committee participants to
visitation partners, observers to meditators, and
everyone in-between. May 2020 be a year of
continued exploration and energy in our shared
Worship life.

FOOD PANTRY “ITEMS OF THE MONTH” are stew &
toilet paper (4 packs), GS has designated the last
Sunday in each month as our donation day.
THE DECORAH COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY is
deeply grateful to the congregations which
supported us with food and monetary donations
during the holiday season. If possible, during January
we could use soups, pasta, spaghetti sauce and extra
plastic bags. Of course, we always need volunteers.
To donate send the check to PO Box 26, Decorah or
use Paypal on our website, decorahpantry.org To
volunteer contact Carol Hemesath at
carolhemesath@gmail.com

The POINSETTIAS that have graced our sanctuary
DIRECTORY UPDATES:
this Christmas Season need to be removed as soon as
Gail Judisch - new email address
possible after January 6th service. Altar Guild is truly
Pr. Matt Larson - new email address
grateful to all who provided plants this year! The
poinsettias have been watered and dead leaves
removed - they're ready for new homes. Plastic bags
FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
are available in the Gathering Space.
January 16
ADULT BIBLE STUDY will resume on Thursday,
January 9.
REPURPOSE YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE - Good
Shepherd will host the Community Easter Vigil this
year and needs Christmas trees for the "new fire"
bonfire which begins the service. Please place old
Christmas trees between the annex and mower
shed.

THE BORDER SERVANT CORPS continues to need
financial assistance as they provide meals and
needed supplies for the thousands of immigrants
waiting at the Ports of Entry, Mobile Welcome
Center, Shelters, and long term homes in Ciudad
Juarez, Mexico. You can send your donations to
Border Servant Corps, Attn: Juarez, 1701 Missouri
Ave, Las Cruces, NM 88001.

SAVE THE DATE

ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE CONGREGATION
FEBRUARY 2, 11:00 A.M.
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FIRST QUARTER MINISTRY TEAM 2020
Jon Ailabouni

Karla Erdman

David Judisch

Kate Ailabouni

Lindsay Erdman

Elizabeth Kaschins Loyal Rue

Erin Anderson

Cindy Ernst

Midge Kjome

Marilyn Rue

Wes Anderson

Jeff Ernst

Clara Knudson

Hannah Schroeher

Jerry Aulwes

Bob Felde

Karl Knudson

John Schroeher

JoAnn Aulwes

Robert Fitton

Diane Kruse

Jennifer Self

Barbara Berg

Karen Fitton

Karen McLean

Marv Slind

Donald Berg

Liz Fritz

John Moeller

Carolyn Solberg

Dan Bellrichard

Jim Fritz

Lindy Moeller

Marty Steele

Ruth Bruce

Brad Hanson

George Monson

Germano Streese

Jerry Bruce

Sara Hanssen

M. Monson-Lowe

Kristin Swanson

Mike Bollinger

Carol Hasvold

Kate Narveson

Denise Tapscott

M. Buckingham

Chris Hick

Harland Nelson

Matt Tapscott

Kathy Buzza

Liza Hicken

Bridget Parker

K. Thompson

Jim Buzza

C. Hildebrandt

Brent Parker

Pam Torresdal

Ingrid Callaghan

G. Hildebrandt

Katie Prohaska

Ray Torresdal

Bill deGraaf

Gloria Hove

M. Pruitt-Jefferson Linda Wolfs

Wanda Deifelt

Hayley Jackson

Daniel Raney

Lisa Zittergruen

Linda Donoghue

John Jefferson

Rae Jean Rathje

Steven Zittergruen

Sharon Drew

Kirk Johnson

Jason Rausch

Ed Epperly

Kerry Johnson

KJ Rebarcak

Joyce Epperly

Gail Judisch

Harley Refsal
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Norma Refsal

January 2020 Ministry Teams
DATE

LITURGY

USHER * Head Usher

FELLOWSHIP *Coordinator
(F) Food Only

Sunday,
January 5

Asst. Minister:
Harland Nelson

1.* Dave Judisch
2. Jim Fritz

1.*Carol Hasvold
2. Ingrid Callaghan
3. Liz Fritz
4. Kathy Buzza

Reader: Pam Torresdal
Communion Server:
Sharon Drew

Greeter: Gail Judisch
Acolyte:

Cantor:

Sunday,
January 12

Asst. Minister:
Jane Jakoubek
Reader: Harland Nelson
Communion Server:
Pam Torresdal

1.* Ray Torresdal
2. Jerry Aulwes
Greeter: Erin Anderson

1.*Carol Hasvold
2. JoAnn & Jerry Aulwes
3. Kathy Buzza
4. Joyce & Ed Epperly

Acolyte:

Cantor:
Sunday,
January 19

Sunday,
January 26

Asst. Minister: Ruth Bruce
Reader: Megan Buckingham

1.*Jerry Bruce
2. Kirk Johnson

Communion Server:
Marty Steele

Greeter: Bridget Parker

Cantor:

Acolytes:
Brenna & Bristol Parker

Asst. Minister: Ruth Bruce

1.* Kirk Johnson
2. Jim Fritz

Reader: Harland Nelson
Communion Server:
Sharon Drew

Greeter: Wes Anderson

Cantor:

Acolyte:
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1.*Elizabeth Kaschins
2. Kerry Johnson
3. Ruth & Jerry Bruce
4. Barbara Berg

1.*Ingrid Callaghan
2. Liz Fritz
3. Kerry Johnson
4. Ruth & Jerry Bruce

January 25, 2020 will be our WELCA Annual Meeting and Mid-winter Brunch. Anna Circle will be our
hostess. We will also be dispersing funds from 2019, please contact Bev Sheridan if you have any funding
requests.
The minutes of last year’s meeting are below for your approval.
The meeting was called to order by Bev Sheridan.
Minutes of the 2018 meeting were read by Ann Naslund.
The treasurer’s report was reviewed, with an additional description by Marty Steele of the new church general
budget line item for kitchen expenses, and the Church Council decision to allot the Judy Mikkelson memorial to the
Prayer Shawl expenses.
Disbursements were discussed and agreed to as presented by Bev Sheridan, with the addition of $100 for support to
the Lutheran Chaplain at UIHC as suggested by Barb Berg. Ann Naslund moved to make this addition to the
disbursements, and Carol Hasvold seconded the motion, which was unanimously accepted. Bev indicated that we
have added a gift to Katie’s Fund, which provides churchwide scholarships for women.
Gail Judisch suggested presenting an adult forum that would explain each LWR program that WELCA gathers supplies
for, such as baby kits. This suggestion was received favorably, but no specific plans were made for implementation.
Doris Barnaal left a detailed krumkake sales report. In 2018, 90 volunteers worked 517 hours and sold 4,096
krumkake. She believes we have been selling krumkake since 2004. Bev indicated that a $250 Thrivent Action card
and a $30 gift from Walmart helped purchase ingredients and supplies, and that this year the batter was made at
church rather than in homes, as had been suggested by the Department of Inspections.
Angie Sadler moved and Carrie Solberg seconded a motion to sell krumkake at Nordic Fest next year, the motion
passed. Gail Judisch moved and Carol Hasvold seconded to continue with the LWR projects as has been done in the
past, the motion passed.
The group discussed the first successful Easter dinner, held in 2018; funded in part by a Thrivent Action card. Carol
Hasvold moved and Angie Sadler seconded a motion to have a similar dinner this year; the motion passed.
Upcoming activities at Good Shepherd for which we are responsible include a Cluster D meeting on April 27; a chair is
needed for planning food. For May 3 Friendship Day Ann Naslund volunteered to chair a planning committee and
Gail Judisch volunteered to arrange table decorations.
The WELCA Synod gathering is June 22. Ann Naslund moved and Gail Judisch seconded that Angie Sadler and Bev
Nelson be the delegate and alternate and decide among themselves which role to fill. The motion passed. There is
money in the budget to pay for registration.
Bev Sheridan noted that the pastor’s Mission Assistance fun has been low, especially toward the end of the year, and
suggested the possibility of a tea with Christmas dishes some time in in December to raise funds. Angie Sadler
moved and Carol Hasvold seconded that Ann Naslund chair a planning committee with Angie Sadler’s help to explore
such a fund raiser in December.
The meeting was adjourned with thanks to Barb Berg for the program on quilts and to CLA Circle for the brunch.
Respectfully, Marty Steele

UPCOMING EVENTS
January 25: Mid-winter brunch, fellowship hall, 9 am, Anna Circle hosts
March 6: World Day of Prayer, Congregational UCC
January Circle Schedule
Anna Circle & Miriam Circle - No Meeting
1/22 - CLA Circle - 7:00 p.m. - Barbara Berg hosts
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Stewardship
Dear Good Shepherd Friends,
Thank you so much for the thoughtful care
package! I took 3 classes this semester and they
were very challenging. Your package arrived as I
was in the midst of writing three final
papers....perfect timing for a pick-me-up.
I did pass all classes with flying colors! I’ve
registered for New Testament, The History of the
Lutheran Church and Comparative Religions next
semester. In addition, I’ll be going to Valparaiso for
ten days of classes and community in a March.
Your support of my diaconal journey means so
much to me. I am humbled and happy to be part of
such a loving community, and I enjoy sharing my
progress with you.
Peace and Joy,
Angie

From Joseph Tiegen:
I am currently taking a leave of absence
from seminary to focus on health,
financial security and preparation for a
year long chaplaincy residency. I am so
grateful for your prayers and the care
package.

A Facebook post from Amalia Vagts after receiving the care package:
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Decorah, Iowa is supporting six candidates for
ministry. That was the headline story for Living Lutheran. The real story is that part of the
call story for all of us is what is happening at this remarkable congregation - which is
basically a collection of people caring for the world around and beyond them. Part of that
care includes a box of deliciousness sent out out to all the seminary and deacon school
students. So super cool. Thank you, gracias, asante sana!
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Stewardship
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CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 2019
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GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, December 17, 2019 - 7:00 pm
Preparing Our Hearts and Minds to Serve
Present: Pr. Amy Zalk Larson, Steve Holland, Kerry Johnson, Jerry Bruce, Bob Felde, Jonathon Struve, and Bob Naslund.
Devotions and Initial Actions: Steve Holland called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. Bob Felde led devotions.
Bob Felde moved and Jerry Bruce seconded a motion to approve the agenda. Motion passed.
Consent Agenda:
Items in the Consent Agenda are designed to be approved by consent of the council without discussion or formal vote. The chair
asks for objections to the items in the consent agenda. If there are no objections, these agenda items are then considered passed
by consent. The council may choose to move an item from the consent agenda to the discussion agenda if council members feel
a discussion is warranted.
1. Approval of the November 2019 Congregational Council meeting minutes.
Charge the Audit Committee to begin their work.
Discussion Agenda:
Approve 2020 Budget Proposal and Loan Repayment Plan: Bob Naslund explained the process of crafting the budget for 2020
and highlighted some budget items. The total proposed budget for 2020 is $316,558.00, which is $32,766.00 less than the 2019
budget of $349,660.00. Projected giving based on statements of intent and estimates of other giving is $320,060.00. In the
proposed budget, the largest needs identified for budget increases were in the pastor’s pension and insurance and additional
funding required for assisting musicians for jazz services. Increases were also necessary in the telephone/computer budget line
item in order to cover the purchase of new church management software in the coming year. Changes were also made in the
benevolences to increase support to Young Adults in Global Mission’s program in Hungary, which is a companion Synod to the
Northeastern Iowa Synod. Benevolences make up 26% of our total operating budget, and budget adjustments are made to the
benevolences to maintain that percentage of giving in each year’s budget. It was noted that special offerings collected during
Lent, Advent, Christmas, and Easter are not considered benevolences. There have been modest increases in the youth
programming budget and the executive committee approved a 3% cost of living increase for all staff members except for
Secretary Jenny Werner, who requested an additional week of vacation in lieu of a salary increase.
Loan Repayment Proposal: Included in the 2020 budget is $48,000 earmarked for the repayment of building loans. This reflects
a payment of $4,000 per month to pay down loan debt. This payment plan would pay off the building loans in 7-10 years.
A motion was made by Bob Felde to recommend that the 2020 budget proposal move to the congregation for approval at the
annual meeting, with the understanding that some flexibility in the final budget proposal may yet be necessary. The motion was
seconded by Jerry Bruce. Motion carried.
The 2020 budget will be presented to the congregation at an adult forum on January 19.
Armed Intruder Program: An armed intruder program is being developed and a proposal will be brought to the annual meeting.
There may be some costs associated with implementing the program.
Constitutional Changes: The Constitution needs to be updated to reflect churchwide recommendations from the ELCA. Changes
to the constitution require that a letter be sent to the congregation 30 days before the annual meeting. The congregation will
need to vote to approve the proposed changes to the constitution at the annual meeting.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Amy Larson noted that the congregation will observe a Haiti Remembrance Weekend to coincide with
the 10th anniversary of the Haiti earthquake. On Saturday, January 11 at 7:00 PM there will be a concert with Peter Mayer at
Good Shepherd. Worship on Sunday, January 12 will feature the “Behold I Make All Things New” Liturgy, written by Benjamin
Splichal Larson. There will be a renovation open house for the community on January 26, from 2-4 pm. The Luther College
Student Congregation will join Good Shepherd for worship during the month of January. Luther College Pastor Anne EdisonAlbright will preach on January 19.
Committee Duties for the annual meeting:
Committee reports for the annual meeting are due to Jenny by January 15.
The budget adult forum will be held on January 19.
The annual meeting will be held on February 2.
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Recurring Work of the Body – Committee, Pastor, and Officer Reports
The Committee Reports were received and accepted as submitted.
Youth Representative: No Report
Education Committee: Bob Felde
Ann Naslund and Kris Peterson are the new members of the committee.
Youth 13 and older who would like to go on the Denver Mission Trip will be asked to commit by February 1 st.
Outreach and Hospitality Committee: No Report
Property and Management Committee: See Discussion Agenda Above
Stewardship Committee: Jerry Bruce
The goals set by the committee of 94 statements of intent and an increase of giving of $10,000 were met. Chocolates were
distributed to the congregation by the committee on December 15 th in thanksgiving for the generosity of the congregation.
Worship and Music Committee: No Report
Pastor’s Report: See Discussion Agenda Above.
President’s Report: Steve Holland
No Report
Secretary’s Report: Jonathon Struve
No Report
Treasurer’s Report: John Moeller
Total income year to date:
$273,707.93
Total expense year to date:
($647,268.02)
-$7,270.00 (Youth Director Salary - this position is already funded - 416/416A)
-$1,210.00 (paid from non-offering gift)
-$135,083.36 (HVAC expenses - 498B)
-$28,507.43 (2018 surplus used for renovations - 498A)
-$259,031.09 (Facility Renovation expenses - 498)
Operating Expenses:
$216,165.44
Ordinary income ($273,707.93) - Operating Expenses ($216,165.44) = $57,542.49 (income applied to the building project)
Building Expenses through October 8, 2019
Building expenses :
$422,621.88
Building income:

$275,000.00 (three bank loans)
$28,760.00 (2018 surplus plus some building contributions)
$21,309.80 (Special Gift for the curtain for the Adult Forum space)
$57,542.49 (Ordinary Income Applied to building project)
$83.422.72 (Funds designated for the renovation project, includes fall special appeal)
$466,035.01 (this is the total funding available for the renovation)
-$422,621.88 (this the amount we have spent on the project)
$43,413.13 (this is how much money we currently have as surplus)

Announcements:
Next Council Meeting: January 21, 2020, 7:00 PM
Adjournment and Closing Prayer: The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm. Pr. Amy Larson led the council in the Lord’s Prayer to
close the meeting.
---Submitted by Jonathon Struve, Congregation Secretary
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