The Shepherd’s Voice
February 2020

Words from Pastor Larson
Beloved of God,
“Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” This command of Jesus, often called the Golden
Rule, pertains to our whole lives including our political lives. During these contentious times, and
especially during this election year, Christian leaders with a wide range of theological and political views
are calling us to intentionally practice the Golden Rule in our political discourse and behavior. The social
justice committee led a forum on this on Jan. 26. That forum was just the beginning of this invitation to
live out the Golden Rule in this time. We will continue to focus on this challenge throughout this year.
Here is the Statement of Support for Golden Rule 2020, signed by sixteen faith leaders ranging from
Baptists to National Conference of Catholic Bishops and including ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton:
“We are Christians with different theological and political views who have come together to express
concern about the polarization and incivility that is tearing our country apart. We are also deeply troubled
by the prospect of an angry and hateful political campaign season in 2020 that will further divide us as a
nation.
We believe that we can find guidance through this national dilemma in the teachings of Jesus. In
particular, we believe that Jesus’ command to “do unto others as you would have them do unto you”
should be taken seriously by Christians who engage in political activity. We also believe that if enough
people follow this “Golden Rule” principle, it will help generate the respect and civility we so desperately
need in our country.
Churches have an important role to play in helping to heal America, and we hope and pray that local
congregations will be active in efforts to increase understanding and bridge divisions in our country
between now and the 2020 election. To this end, we encourage Christians of different political views to
come together…to participate in Golden Rule 2020: A Call for Dignity and Respect in Politics. We invite
congregations and individuals to do two things: 1) pray for the healing of the divisions in our country, and
2) promote the use of the Golden Rule in our own political discussions and election activities in 2020.”
To learn more about the Golden Rule 2020, you can go to https://goldenrule2020.org/. There you will find
ideas about how to take action. You can also take the Golden Rule 2020 pledge there.
The Golden Rule 2020 Pledge
“We all have an important role to play to help heal our nation, increase understanding of each other, and
bridge our divisions. I stand with other Americans by joining Golden Rule 2020: A Call for Dignity and
Respect in Politics. I commit to do my best to practice the Golden Rule and treat others with respect and
dignity as I engage in political discourse and behavior throughout the 2020 campaign
season.” (goldenrule2020.org)
I encourage us as individuals and as a congregation to take this pledge and live out the Golden Rule as we
participate in our democracy in this year.
Peace, Pastor Amy
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Adult Forums
February 2 - ANNUAL MEETING - 11 a.m. Fellowship Hall - No Adult Forum
February 9. “Partisan politics in Persian Period Judah? “ Kristin Swanson, Professor of Religion,
Luther College: How reading biblical texts side-by-side can help us explore a variety of
perspectives in ancient Israel and Judah. Within the Hebrew Bible are a variety of texts that
sometimes express very different perspectives on the same issue. In this forum we will step into a
specific period of Judah’s history (the Persian Period, following the exile) and engage with ancient
debates surrounding community, identity, and worship. Please bring a Bible!
February 16. “The Showing of Love.” Brooke Joyce: This is the title of a new music theater work
by Brooke, based on and inspired by the writings of Julian of Norwich. A workshop performance
will be offered at Good Shepherd on Sunday, March 1 at 2 p.m. In the adult forum on February 16
Brooke will discuss the work and his research on Julian.
February 23. “An Introduction to the Dead Sea Scrolls.” Hayley Jackson, Luther College
Archivist : What they are, where they were found, who created them, looking at them side by
side with the manuscripts of other early Bible texts.

February Scriptures
Sunday, February 2
Fourth Sunday after
Epiphany

Micah 6:1-8
The offering of justice,
kindness, humility

Sunday, February 9
Fifth Sunday after
Epiphany

Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]
The fast God chooses

Sunday, February 16
Sixth Sunday after
Epiphany

Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Choose life

Sunday, February 23
Transfiguration of
Our Lord

Exodus 24:12-18
Moses enters the cloud
of God’s glory on
Mount Sinai

Wed, February 26
Ash Wednesday

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
Return to the Lord,
your God

Psalm 15
Lord, who may
abide upon your
holy hill?
Psalm 112:1-9 [10]
Light shines in the
darkness for the
upright.
Psalm 119:1-8
Happy are they who
follow the teaching
of the Lord.
Psalm 2
You are my son; this
day have I begotten
you.
Psalm 51:1-17
Have mercy on me,
O God, according to
your steadfast love.
2

1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Christ crucified, the
wisdom and power
of God
1 Corinthians 2:1-12
[13-16] God’s
wisdom revealed
through the Spirit
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
God gives the growth

Matthew 5:1-12
The teaching of Christ:
Beatitudes

2 Peter 1:16-21
The apostle’s
message confirmed
on the mount of
transfiguration
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Now is the day of
salvation

Matthew 17:1-9
Revelation of Christ as
God’s beloved Son

Matthew 5:13-20
The teaching of Christ:
salt and light
Matthew 5:21-37
The teaching of Christ:
forgiveness

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
The practice of faith

February 2020 Ministry Teams
DATE

LITURGY

USHER * Head Usher

FELLOWSHIP *Coordinator
(F) Food Only

Sunday,
February 2
Live Broadcast

Asst. Minister:
Harland Nelson

1.*David Judisch
2. Ray Torresdal

1.*Norma Refsal

Greeter: Elizabeth Kaschins

3. Gail Judisch

Acolyte: Catons

4. Connie Buresh (F)

1.*Lindsay Erdman
2. Jerry Aulwes

1.*Karla Erdman

Greeter: Rae Jean Rathje

3. Catherine Hildebrandt

Acolyte:

4. JoAnn Aulwes

1.*Jerry Bruce
2. Bob Naslund

1.*Marion Pruitt-Jefferson

Communion Server:
Ann Naslund
Cantor: Dan Raney

Greeter: Rae Jean Rathje

3. Ann Naslund

Acolyte:

4. Catherine/Gary
Hildebrandt

Asst. Minister:
Harland Nelson

1.*Lindsay Erdman
2. Karla Erdman

1.*Karla Erdman

Greeter: Erin Anderson

3. Diane Kruse

Acolyte: Karla Erdman

4. Jennifer Self (F)

1.*John Jefferson
2. Bob Felde

No Fellowship

Reader: Marv Slind
Communion Server:
Jane Jakoubek

2. Marv Slind

Cantor: Dennis Barnaal
Sunday,
February 9
11 a.m.
Broadcast

Asst. Minister:
Megan Buckingham
Reader: Harland Nelson
Communion Server:
Cynthia Ernst

2. Jennifer Self (F)

Cantor: Reg Laursen
Sunday,
February 16
11 a.m.
Broadcast

Sunday,
February 23
11 a.m.
Broadcast

Asst. Minister: Ruth Bruce
Reader: Germano Streese

Reader: Germano Streese
Communion Server:
Marty Steele

2. Jennifer Self (F)

2. Marilyn Rue

Cantor: Marion Pruitt-Jefferson
Wednesday,
February 26
Ash Wednesday
7 p.m.

Asst. Minister: Chris Hick
Reader: Harland Nelson
Communion Server:
Cynthia Ernst

Greeter: Linda Wolfs
Acolyte:

Cantor: Jonathon Struve
February Altar Guild: Carrie Solberg, Glenda Wuest, Ingrid Callaghan
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Stewardship
Good Shepherd Church and stewardship seem to go hand in hand. We are starting a
new calendar year; new committee members are in place and we are all enjoying our
newly remodeled, freshly painted and carpeted facility. 2019 was quite a year at
Good Shepherd with a lot of assistance from dozens of our members being good
stewards and helping with the process. I looked up the definition of stewardship and
it said: “the job of supervising or taking care of something, such as an organization or
property.” That just about hits the nail on the head at Good Shepherd! ( Pun definitely
intended) By the time you read this, we will also have hosted our open house so the
entire community can all see the work that has been completed in our building.
But the work is not done! The Stewardship Committee at Good Shepherd has adopted
a plan called Stewardship for All Seasons, SAS for short, that continues the
stewardship of Good Shepherd beyond our freshly painted walls. Our stewardship
supports the ministry we do together as a congregation. It also supports our
benevolence giving, benevolence giving means giving to ministry beyond our doors.
It is a commitment of our church to give 26% of our offerings to benevolence. This
26% supports the work we do together as the Northeastern Iowa Synod and the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America in our region, our country and the world. If
you want to see more about what our offerings sent to the NE IA Synod and the ELCA
do, you can click here or look at the poster displayed outside the Fellowship Hall. The
26% benevolence giving also supports Lutheran Services in Iowa, Aase Haugen
Home, Camp Ewalu, our missionaries who accompany global partners overseas, our
seminary and deaconess students, AMMPARO work and more.
The Stewardship Committee meets all year long to keep invitations to generosity at
the forefront of our minds. Throughout the year you will receive feedback from those
involved and know their appreciation of Good Shepherd’s assistance in how God is
actively working in their lives and in turn, in ours. You have read many of their notes
in the pages of the newsletter. Thankfully, God’s work is never done and neither is
ours. It’s not merely statements of intent, time and talent sheets in the fall, but they
are key parts of the stewardship process. They are the tools that help us to continue
to do our part in taking care of those who need our assistance and to experience God
truly working in our lives and in our world. Let us all work together to be good
stewards in 2020 and see where God will lead us.
Stewardship Update by Connie Buresh, Stewardship Committee Chair
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Worship and Music

Preview of Midweek Worship Services and Simple Soup Suppers
during the Season of Lent
Five midweek worship services will be held on Wednesdays March 4, 11, 18, 25, and April 1, at 5:30
p.m. Simple Soup Suppers will follow.
About the Midweek Worship Services from Pastor Amy … This Lent we will be reflecting on the cross
as the Tree of Life for the healing of the nations. A tree will blossom in our sanctuary throughout Lent.
MIdweek worship will involve scripture, reflection, hymns and prayers focused on the Tree of Life.
About the Simple Soup Suppers from the Worship and Music Committee ...
Because Lent is a season of reflection, preparation, and liturgical fasting, we are drawn to the idea of
simplicity in our Lenten Soup Suppers. A humble meal, shared together, deepens and extends the
themes of Lent expressed in our worship services.
Each week, a selection of soups, crackers, milk, and water will be served. Soups will be served buffet
style; biodegradable bowls will be used; coordinators will oversee each Supper; and volunteers will
sign up to provide soup, serve and clean up. New this year: We are planning for two ‘themed’
Suppers - March 4 will be Chili Night, all varieties welcome, and an International Night will occur
later. The other three Suppers will be Cook’s Choice. Additional details will be available at sign-up
time and in the March newsletter. A SignUpGenius site and posters will be available soon.
Also planned on Wednesdays - Noontime Music Series and Luther College music ensembles enriching
our worship and joining us for supper.
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Good Shepherd Announcements
Invites the
members of your
congregation to
its annual meeting on Monday, February 10, 4:00
PM at the new location, 110 Railroad St. An
Open House will be held later this spring.
Congregations continue to generously respond
to the request for specific items. Needed for this
month: paper towels, diapers, and toilet paper.
To volunteer for the Pantry, call or text Carol
Hemesath at 563 380 8505. To donate, send a
check to PO Box 26 or go to the website.
decorahpantry.org

120 POUNDS of food and groceries as well as
two checks were donated to the Decorah
Community Food Pantry in January. Once again,
Good Shepherd shows wonderful
generosity. Thank you! - Lyle Otte

DIRECTORY UPDATES:
Jutta Anderson: new address
Mike & Sue Blair: new address
Rachel Vagts: new address
Watch for LENTEN SOUP SUPPER signups
coming to your email in a few weeks!

MARCH NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
February 21

SUMMER FUN AT CAMP EWALU!
Explore God’s creation, make new friends, try new things and learn about God’s love. Kids finishing
1st-12th grade can go to Camp Ewalu. Pick up your registration form in the Fellowship Hall today or
register online at Ewalu.org. Register before March 2 to receive an early registration discount.
Thanks to the generosity of Good Shepherd during the “Open Hearts, Open Doors” Stewardship
Appeal, camperships will be provided for all Good Shepherd kids who wish to attend Ewalu.
CAMPERSHIPS: NOTE NEW PROCEDURE
All Good Shepherd children are eligible for a $100 campership to Ewalu this year. When you register
your child, please pay either just the deposit or the total amount minus $100. Good Shepherd will
then be billed $100 for each child attending. (If you pay just the deposit
when registering, you will need to pay the final amount minus the $100
campership 3 weeks before the session.) Please don’t click on the option
of having the church pay as you register as that will not allow you pay your
own deposit which is necessary to complete the registration.
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Elementary Retreat at Ewalu: "Teach Us to Pray"
Time will fly by with fun games, meaningful Bible studies, yummy meals, and even a campfire!
Enjoy a sleepover in cool cabins with your friends and camp counselors.

We will leave Good Shepherd at 9 a.m. on Saturday, March 14th and return around noon on
Sunday, March 15th. For Grades 3-6.
$35/person. Cost covers your lodging, 3 meals, materials, and activities. Make checks payable
to Good Shepherd.
Registration Deadline is Sunday, February 16, 2020
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World Day of Prayer will be held Friday March 6 at the Congregational UCC Church. World Day of
Prayer takes place internationally on the first Friday of March every year. The host country for
WDP 2020 is Zimbabwe. The WDP 2020 program is based on Jesus’ encounter with a person who,
although positioned for healing, had not acted upon the opportunities given (John 5:2-9a). Jesus
asked “Do you want to be made well? "with the theme “Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk”. You are
faced with this life-changing question. What are you going to do? Use this opportunity to reflect
with your WDP group, community and ecumenical partners. Prayer and action are what link us
together around the globe. All are invited to attend.
Gather Magazine Bible Study Winter 2020: We are called! by Kathryn A. Kleinhans Reformer
Martin Luther used the word “vocation” or “calling” to refer to all aspects of human life. We are
called to respond to God not just in our personal relationship with God but in our relationships
with family and friends, in our work, and in our communities. This four-part Bible study will
explore stories from both the Old and New Testament. As we reflect on how our biblical
forebears heard and responded to God’s call, we will gain insight into how God is calling us—and
how God may be calling others through us. Session 1: Hearing God’s Call; This session focuses on
men and women in the Old Testament. Some of them heard and recognized God’s call
clearly. Others struggled to realize that it was God who was calling them or exactly what God was
calling them to do. What can we learn from their stories?
Gather magazine can be found in the library or in the WELCA box by the sanctuary. WELCA
program booklets are available on the counter by the sanctuary, please cross off you name as you
pick one up.
Upcoming events
March 6: World Day of Prayer, Congregational UCC

February Circle Schedule
2/11 - Anna Circle - 9:30 a.m. - Carol Hasvold hosts
2/12- Miriam Circle - 10:00 a.m. - Carol Hasvold hosts
2/25 - CLA Circle - 7:00 p.m. - Gail Judisch hosts
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GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, January 21, 2020 - 7:00 pm

Preparing Our Hearts and Minds to Serve
Present: Pr. Amy Zalk Larson, Steve Holland, Kerry Johnson, Jerry Bruce, Bob Felde, Bob Larson, Linda Donoghue, Jonathon
Struve, and Bob Naslund.
Devotions and Initial Actions: Steve Holland called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. Steve Holland led devotions.
A motion to adopt the agenda and the consent agenda passed.
Consent Agenda:
Items in the Consent Agenda are designed to be approved by consent of the council without discussion or formal vote. The chair
asks for objections to the items in the consent agenda. If there are no objections, these agenda items are then considered
passed by consent. The council may choose to move an item from the consent agenda to the discussion agenda if council
members feel a discussion is warranted.
Approval of the December 2019 Congregational Council meeting minutes.
Discussion Agenda:
Designate Lent and Easter Offering: The theme for this Lent will be the Tree of Life. The kids Lenten project will be to raise
money for the Augusta Victoria Hospital in Jerusalem. George and Martha Monson Lowe will give an Adult Forum on March 8 th
and the youth will provide fellowship that day. After discussion, the council approved a motion by Linda Donoghue to
designate our Lenten and Easter offerings to Lutheran World Relief, with an emphasis on supporting portions of the ministry
that promote sustainable agriculture and other projects that focus on growth.
Update/Discussion on Luther Congregation: The council was provided with information and discussed the potential for
upcoming opportunities to strengthen our connection with the college and the students worshipping with us.
Recurring Work of the Body – Committee, Pastor, and Officer Reports
The Committee Reports were received and accepted as submitted.
Youth Representative: No Report
Education Committee: Bob Felde
Confirmation will be Sunday, April 26.
An intergenerational camping event will be held June 26-28.
Vacation Bible School will be July 20-22.
Outreach and Hospitality Committee: No Report
Property and Management Committee:
Approved the updated budget proposal that will be brought before the congregation for approval at the annual meeting on
Feb. 2.
Work continues on developing a new Emergency procedure plan. The committee is consulting with Brent Parker for
recommendations regarding armed intruder procedures.
Stewardship Committee: Jerry Bruce
The committee completed the evaluation of the 2020 Stewardship Appeal.
Preparations to reorganize for the coming year were made.
Worship and Music Committee: Bob Larson
The Lenten simple soup suppers will continue in the same format as last year.
The Maundy Thursday dinner worship and the Easter Vigil are in the preliminary planning stages.
Pastor’s Report: No report.
President’s Report: Steve Holland
No Report
Secretary’s Report: Jonathon Struve
No Report
(Continued on page 12)
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Treasurer’s Report: John Moeller
Total income year to date:
Total expense year to date:

Operating Expenses:

$298,217.65
($677,878.10)
-$7,270.00 (Youth Director Salary - this position is already funded - 416/416A)
-$1,210.00 (paid from non-offering gift)
-$135,083.36 (HVAC expenses - 498B)
-$28,507.43 (2018 surplus used for renovations - 498A)
-$272,866.11 (Facility Renovation expenses - 498)
$232,941.20

Ordinary income ($298,217.65) - Operating Expenses ($232,941.20) = $65,276.45 (income applied to the building project)
Announcements:
Annual Meeting 11:00 AM, Sunday, February 2, 2020
Next Council Meeting: Tuesday, February 18, 2020. 6:30 PM potluck, 7:30 meeting.
Adjournment and Closing Prayer: The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm. Pr. Amy Larson led the council in the Lord’s Prayer to
close the meeting.
--Submitted by Jonathon Struve, Congregation Secretary
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