The Shepherd’s Voice
May 2019
Beloved of God,
Lent, Holy Week and Easter worship services here were so meaningful. I continue to be grateful for
all that this congregation offers to enhance our worship: creativity, willingness to serve, attention to detail
and deep hospitality. Together we are finding ways to be both grounded in life-giving tradition and open to
new possibilities. Thanks be to God!
I have some news to announce. The Congregation Council has voted in favor of the Executive
Committee’s recommendation to hire my husband, Pr. Matt Larson, as very part-time Visitation Pastor
for Good Shepherd. Here’s some history of how this came about. When we budgeted for 2019, the
Executive Committee recommended that we include funds to hire a Visitation Pastor who could serve
about 4-5 hours per week. I’ve had a number of conversations with retired pastors about this position and
none of them were able to serve us in this way. In these conversations, I also discerned that we need
someone who can be more flexible than many retired pastors can be. Many Visitation Pastors work just
one day a week. I feel we need someone who can do some scheduled visits but who can also go to the
hospital here, Rochester and La Crosse or help respond to other emergencies. So, I started considering
other possibilities.
As most of you know, Matt serves as pastor at Burr Oak and Hesper Lutheran Parish. His call is 4/5
time. Matt loves visitation and loves Good Shepherd and indicated he would really like to serve as our
Visitation Pastor. He has a very flexible schedule. He is able to do scheduled visits and also respond to
emergencies. He also has a good working relationship with the called pastor here! I brought this possibility
to the Executive Committee and they were supportive of it. The council also thought this was a good idea.
Matt will begin his responsibilities with us on May 1. He will share in the nursing home services I do
as well as visits to homebound members. We will also continue to have Good Shepherd members visiting
homebound people as the connection to congregation members is important. This will free me up to do
other kinds of pastoral care and ministry.
For instance, this summer I plan to lead a book discussion each month. I invite you to join me in
reading and discussing the following books on the following dates. There will be two opportunities for
discussion each month this summer:
The second Tuesday of each month at 12:00 pm on my porch at 904 5th Avenue;
feel free to bring a bag lunch.
The third Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm at Pulpit Rock Brewery.
June: Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again, by Rachel Held-Evans.
Discussions on June 11 at 12:00 pm and June 20 at 7:00 pm
July: Tattoos On the Heart: The Power of Boundless Compassion, by Father Gregory Boyle. Discussions on
July 9 at 12:00 pm and July 18 at 7:00 pm
August: Take This Bread: A Radical Conversion, by Sara Miles.
Discussions on August 13 at 12:00 pm and August 15 at 7:00 pm
The books will be available at Dragonfly Books. Tell them you are part of the discussion group at Good
Shepherd and you’ll get a 10% discount. I’ve also requested that the library acquire two copies of each.
Peace, Pr. Amy
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Adult Forums
May 5th - ST GRUBBY’S DAY - NO FORUM
May 12 - No Adult Forum
May 19th – DECODING THE DRIFTLESS (video)- Join us for a wild ride of Adventure! Above, on, and
below the amazing Driftless regional Emmy-winning filmmakers, George Howe, Tim Jacobson,,
Rob Nelson and Neil Rettig, have teamed up with Jonas Stenstrom of United Science, to capture
fantastic footage of the Driftless Region and weave a compelling story in a way never done before.
You'll soar over ancient rugged bluffs, skim the surface and primordial rivers, venture deep
underground to mysterious secret worlds, marvel at sacred archeological treasures and hang
precariously over massive rock cliffs. (This was copied from the video jacket). The video will start
promptly at 11:00 a.m. and finish at 12:01 p.m. Bring coffee and treats with you if you wish. John
Kjome is featured in the video and will be there to answer questions from those to wish to stay a
little longer.
May 26th - BACK YARD BEEKEEPING: Congregational member, Brent Parker will talk with us about
the benefits and what we can learn from honeybees.

May Scriptures
Sunday, May 5
Third Sunday of
Easter

Sunday, May 12
Fourth Sunday of
Easter

Sunday, May 19
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Sunday, May 26
Sixth Sunday of
Easter

Acts 9:1-6 [7-20]
Paul’s
conversion,
baptism, and
preaching
Acts 9:36-43
Peter raises
Tabitha/Dorcas
from the dead
Acts 11:1-18
Peter’s vision:
God give the
Gentiles
repentance that
leads to life
Acts 16:9-15
Lydia and her
household are
baptized by Paul

Psalm 30
You have turned
my wailing into
dancing.

Revelation 5:11-14
The song of the living
creatures to the Lamb

John 21:1-19
Jesus appears to the
disciples at the Sea
of Tiberias

Psalm 23
The Lord is my
shepherd; I shall
not be in want.
Psalm 148
The splendor of
the Lord is over
earth and
heaven.

Revelation 7:9-17
A white-robed multitude
sings before the Lamb

John 10:22-30
Jesus promises
eternal life to his
sheep
John 13:31-35
Jesus gives a new
commandment:
Love one another as
I have loved you

Psalm 67
Let the nations
be glad and sing
for joy.

Revelation 21:10, 22--22:5
The Lamb is the light of
the city of God
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Revelation 21:1-6
New heaven, new earth:
springs of living water in
the new Jerusalem

John 14:23-29
The Father will send
the Holy Spirit

Education
2019 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

“GOD'S GOOD CREATION"
Monday-Wednesday, July 22-24, 5:00-7:30 p.m. Following a light supper each evening from 5:005:20, children will rotate between music, crafts,
games, and storytelling activity stations.

All youth and children over age 4 are welcome please join us! The cost of VBS is $10 per child or $15
per family.
To register, call the church office at 563-382-3963, or
contact Kathryn Thompson:
kathryn.susann@gmail.com.

FIRST CHURCH-WIDE CAMPING ADVENTURE AT PULPIT ROCK CAMPGROUND
Mark your calendars for Friday, June 21st
through Sunday, June 23rd!

The Education Committee is planning family
friendly activities based at the campground
that weekend for all members of our
congregation to enjoy.
More details will be available in the coming
weeks, but please plan to join us for some or
all of this family friendly experience.
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Stewardship

Urban Immersion Service Retreat
th

st

On March 29 – 31 a group of children, Kathryn Thompson and chaperons from Good Shepard participated
in an Urban Immersion Service Retreat, a program of the Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches that
creates and facilitates retreats focused on educating participants about the complexities of poverty through a
lens of faith and service. We spent time learning about poverty through various activities with fellow
participants at the center. One of the most memorable activities was a poverty simulator. Kids were given a
certain dollar amount and had to budget a month worth of expenses. The most common surprise with our
youth was how expensive child care is!
Saturday involved working at assigned charitable organizations in Minneapolis. Our youth and chaperons
spent the morning volunteering at the center. They participated in activities such as organizing charitable
items and area beatification outside of the center. We also volunteered at an Arc Minnesota thrift store.
Arc Minnesota is a nonprofit organization driven to ensure opportunities for individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities and their families to achieve full and satisfying lives. We helped put items on racks
and shelves to be sold along with the people that work at these locations every day and dedicate their lives
to help make a difference in their communities.
We were also grateful to stay near the Midtown Global Market; a vibrant economic and cultural center.
Home to over 45 businesses spanning over 22 cultures, the Market provides a global experience to its visitors
with an extraordinary variety of tastes, arts and crafts. Our youth experience a variety of different cultures
and experience a wide variety of ethnic foods! Among the favorites were tamales and tofu spring rolls!
We finished our weekend with a service at a church known as the Spirit Garage. Their congregation is one
that ranges from people that are under-churched, over-churched and never-churched, and everything in
between! It was a fantastic worship that focused around a live band.
This experience was truly humbling, and it was great to watch the children of this congregation experience
life through a different lens. Thank you for all your support and contributions towards Kathryn Thompson and
our youth ministry! Events like this could not be possible without the support and from our congregation.
Submitted by Brent Parker
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Stewardship

EWALU RETREAT
On March 2 - 3, four Good Shepherd youth traveled to Ewalu Bible Camp for a retreat titled
"Journey Through the Bible." The kids interacted with other churches from the eastern side of
Iowa, making new friends through Bible studies, games, and activities. One of the group
rotations was an outdoor picture scavenger hunt, where the kids were asked to find things in
nature. We decided to do this together as a Good Shepherd group, and we set off with our
list. At first, we stuck to the snowplowed path, peering through the trees to find the
items. Soon enough, the kids were stomping through a foot worth of snow to find a place of
worship, a river, animal tracks, and so much more.
When we got back to the lodge,
one of the Ewalu counselors
commented that no other group
had left the path to find their items
- only ours. While we needed a
good bit of time to warm up our
wet ankles next to the fire, we also
felt completely fulfilled with having
immersed ourselves in nature's
true beauty, which is sometimes
best viewed when not on the worn
path. The adventuresome spirit
that our Good Shepherd youth
possessed that afternoon continues
to inspire me, and I hope it will
inspire our congregation as well.
Submitted by Kathryn Thompson
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May 2019 Ministry Team
DATE

LITURGY

USHER * Head Usher

FELLOWSHIP *Coordinator
(F) Food Only

Sunday, May 5
11 a.m.
Broadcast

Asst. Minister:
Megan Buckingham

1.*Bob Felde
2. Ray Torresdal

1.*Elizabeth Kaschins

Reader: Kate Narveson
Communion Server:
Marty Steele

Sunday, May 12
11 a.m.
Broadcast

Cantor: Kate Narveson
Asst. Minister & Reader
Jane Borelli
Communion Server:
Bob Larson
Cantor:

Sunday, May 19
Jazz Service
New Member
Sunday
11 a.m.
Broadcast

Sunday, May 26
Baccalaureate
NO Broadcast

Asst. Minister:
Ray Torresdal

2. Dale and Wanda Rueber
Greeter: Gloria Hove

3. David Lester
Acolyte:
4. Christy Vrtis
1.*Bob Naslund
2. John Moeller

2. Kate Narveson
Greeter:
Megan Buckingham
Acolyte:
1.*Steve Holland
2. Reg Laursen
Greeter: Leah Holland

Communion Server:
Krista Holland

Acolyte:

Asst. Minister:
Angie Sadler

1.*Karl Jacobsen
2. Rae Jean Rathje

Communion Server:
Jerrine Jacobsen

3. Ann Naslund
4. Glendalu Wuest
1. *Jeri Laursen
2. Lyle & Sue Luzum

Reader:
Megan Buckingham

Reader: Donna Bahr

1. *Lindy Moeller

3. Bev Nelson
4. Cheryl Donlon
1.*Joyce Epperly
2. Charilyn Hover
Greeter: Gloria Hove

3. Ingrid Callahan
Acolyte:
4. Diane Kruse

Cantor:

May Altar Guild - Marilyn Anderson (Convener), Ann Naslund, Glendalu Wuest
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DECORAH PRIDE ON SATURDAY, MAY 11, 2019!
Decorah Pride is a chance for all to celebrate the strength
that LGBTQ+ diversity brings to our community. We invite
you to be involved by walking (or dancing or skipping) or
having a float in the parade. The parade will kick-off from
Mary Christopher Park and go down Water Street to River
Street, ending at the Farmer’s Market location in the lower
Co-op parking lot. Floats will line up on 2nd Street, near
Mary Christopher Park and end in the recycling area/
parking lot on Heivly Street. We encourage floats and
costumes and also welcome informally organized groups
and all individuals. Banners, signs, strollers, pets, bikes,
unicorns, and your beautiful selves are welcome! All group
participants and any floats must register by Monday, May
6. We also encourage individuals to register, but it is not
required. You can access the parade registration forms via
this link or by visiting our website: decorahpride.com.
Join us for the Party in the Park immediately following the
parade and lasting until 6:00 p.m. The Party in the Park will include community time, live music and
food vendors (held this year at the Winneshiek County Farmer's Market location in the lower Co-op
parking lot). Evening events include all-ages Pride Trivia at Courtyard & Cellar from 6 - 8 pm and
the Pride dance party with DJ Smiley at Pulpit Rock Brewing Company from 8 - 12 pm. Please
contact Amalia at decorahpride@gmail.com with any questions.

How will Good Shepherd Participate? Here are the details:
th

On May 11 , Good Shepherd friends and members, along with a host of other community
organizations and individuals, will participate in the second annual Decorah Pride Parade. At 12:30,
prior to the parade, the Social Justice Sub-Committee will host a sign making event in the
fellowship hall. At 1:30 we will head to Mary Christopher Park, and gather at our designated spot
along 2nd St., to the east of the park. Seminarian Amalia Vagts, along with Andrew Ellingsen are Cochairs of the Pride weekend events. You can find out more about what’s happening at
decorahpride@gmail.com.
In 2007 Good Shepherd became a Reconciling in Christ congregation, and since that time we have
worked to become a more welcoming congregation to people who identify as LGBTQ. Pride is
beautiful opportunity for our congregation to give witness to our LGBTQ welcome at Good
Shepherd and God’s love for all people. It is also a wonderful invitation to participate in the LGBTQ
community and learn from and celebrate diversity.
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Good Shepherd Announcements
ST. GRUBBYS DAY HAS BEEN POSTPONED UNTIL
MAY 5. There will be no Sunday school that day in
favor of family participation in the church wide
clean and polish effort. Please wear your casual
clothes to church. The fun begins at 11 Am and ends
with pizza. Everyone is invited to help!

CINCO DE MAYO BENEFIT @ Pulpit Rock Brewing
Co, Sunday, May 5, 4-6 pm
Join us to celebrate Cinco de Mayo and serve the
common good. Gather with friends and neighbors
to enjoy a Pulpit Rock brew, tostadas and music to
benefit Neighbors Helping Neighbors. There will be
opportunity for freewill donations and updates on
SUNDAY SCHOOL LENTEN PROJECT: Many, many
local needs and opportunities for solidarity with
thanks to our congregation for their incredible
immigrant neighbors. A portion of the Pulpit Rock
support of our Water to Thrive project during
Lent. Our goal was to raise $2,000 for this initiative, Brewing Co. sales will be generously donated.
and our final total was $3,000! We are thrilled to be Sponsored by Decorah Area Faith Coalition. If you
can donate to Neighbors Helping Neighbors online
able to contribute these funds to the Decorah
at: www.decorahucc.org/neighbors
Middle School Water to Thrive campaign, and we
are pleased that our youth were able to learn about PATH TO CITIZENSHIP PROVIDES QUARTERLY
water related issues as part of their church
LEGAL CLINICS AT GOOD SHEPHERD
experience. Your support is greatly appreciated by Path to Citizenship is a northeast Iowa 501(c)3
our youth and by the Education Committee!
organization whose mission is to aid people who
DECORAH CHORALE CONCERT: “Won’t You Be My need help navigating the complicated path of
immigration. Founded by a coalition of Decorah
Neighbor”, May 5, 3:00 p.m., Decorah Lutheran
Church, featuring songs from “Mister Rogers’
area faith groups (including Good Shepherd) and
Neighborhood” and the movie “The Greatest
working in partnership with Justice for Our
Showman,” as well as selections by Iowa composers Neighbors (JFON), a national United Methodist
Elaine Hagenberg and Connor Koppin. The concert group, Path to Citizenship provides free legal advice
is free with no charge for admission. A free-will
on the immigration process.
offering will be taken. Directed by Jason Rausch.
Because there were no immigration attorneys in
YES, DECORAH MEN SING! – Sunday May 12, 7:00 northeast Iowa, qualified immigration lawyers were
p.m., Decorah Lutheran Church. A special Mother’s brought to Decorah (beginning in 2014) through
Day Concert featuring the Luren Singers, Norseman, Justice for Our Neighbors (JFON), an organization
Decorah HS Men and DMS Viking Voices.
sponsored by the United Methodist Church. As one
Conducters will be David Judisch, Mark Potvin,
of now seven Iowa JFON locations, we offer
Jason Rausch and Dean Beckman. A free will
quarterly clinics at no charge to eligible
offering for the Decorah Music Boosters Pit Cover
clients. JFON provides immigration lawyers and
and Lighting Project. A reception follows the
other expert staff, while we provide the physical
performance.
space and some volunteer staff. Clinic dates for this
year will be May 3rd, August 30th, and November 8th.
HELPERS NEEDED - The Decorah Community Food
Pantry (located at First Lutheran Church) is looking
for a few more helpers on Tuesday mornings to help
unload food items picked up at area businesses
(Fareway, Kwik Star, etc.) and a truck from the
Waterloo Food Bank. It involves carrying some
heavy items, stocking shelves, and being patient
awaiting the Food Bank truck arrival. Contact Jeff
Tomlinson (tomlinsonjc77@gmail.com)

RAMADAN MEAL & FELLOWSHIP - Good Shepherd
is hosting two Ramadan meals for Luther students
on May 7th and June 2nd, at 7 pm in the GS
Fellowship Hall. All are welcome to attend! There
are sign-up sheets for set-up, food and clean-up at
the church for these events.
JUNE NEWSLETTER DEADLINE MAY 23
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Thank you to everyone who contributed to our LWR kits. Our Sunday School students
assembled 25 Personal Care Kits and the CLA Circle assembled 44 Baby Care Kits at their recent
meeting. These will be taken to Olson Explosives on May 4 to be loaded on the truck for
distribution to the LWR warehouse along with contributions from other churches in Northeast
Iowa.
Good Shepherd will host Church Women United May Friendship Day on Friday May 3. The
theme for this year’s celebration is “THE TIME IS NOW” based on John 4:23 - “But the time is
coming-and is here?” May Friendship Day focuses on uniting us in the Spirit to do God’s work
despite our differences. We will have a speaker from Mosaic Homes and our offering will be
given to them. All are welcome to attend.
The Northeast Iowa Synodical Women’s Organization 32nd Annual Gathering will be held June
22 at Wartburg College in Waverly. A New Bold is the Convention theme and the theme verse is
“I will give them a new heart and put a new Spirit within them” Ez 11:19. Mary Jo Mettler will
be our special guest this year. She will preach at the morning worship and then host three
sessions about her experiences with the Phoebe and Curran Hospital solar projects. Registration
forms and scholarship applications are available from Bev Sheridan. Education scholarship
application forms are also available for women who are furthering their education. Scholarship
deadlines are May 15, 2019.
UPCOMING EVENTS:
May 3: May Friendship Day, Decorah Lutheran, 9 am
May 4: LWR pickup, Olson Explosives
June 22: NEI Synod Women’s Organization 32nd annual gathering
Wartburg College, Waverly, 8:00-4:30

May Circle Schedule
5/8 - Miriam Circle - 2:00 p.m. - Bev Nelson hosts
5/14 - Anna Circle - 9:30 a.m. - Carol Hasvold hosts
5/28 - CLA Circle - 7:00 p.m. - Sharon Drew hosts
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GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, April 16, 2019 – 7:00 PM
Preparing Our Hearts and Minds to Serve
Present: Pr. Amy Zalk Larson, Steve Holland, Kerry Johnson, Bob Larson, Nathan Larson, John Moeller, Gary Hildebrandt, Jerry Bruce, Bob
Felde and Jonathon Struve.
Devotions and Initial Actions: Steve Holland called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. Bob Felde led devotions.
Bob Felde moved, Jerry Bruce seconded a motion to approve the meeting agenda. Motion passed.
Consent Agenda:
Items in the Consent Agenda are designed to be approved by consent of the council without discussion or formal vote. The chair asks for
objections to the items in the consent agenda. If there are no objections, these agenda items are then considered passed by consent. The
council may choose to move an item from the consent agenda to the discussion agenda if council members feel a discussion is warranted.

1. Approval of the March Congregation Council Meeting minutes.
2. Approval of the Stewardship Committee Continuing Resolution. The revised document reflects the committee’s adoption of the
Stewardship for All Seasons model for cultivating and motivating generosity in congregational giving. It also reflects the committee’s
charge to be aware of and to apply for grant opportunities that can be pursued by the church.

3. Approval of a request from the Social Justice Committee for $50 to purchase a Reconciling in Christ banner.
Receive new members: Dave and Kris Peterson, Jeff and Cindy Ernst, and Carson and Chauncy Eggland. These members will be welcomed
at worship on May 19, 2019.
The Consent Agenda was approved by consent of the council.
Discussion Agenda:
Discussion of potential armed intruder program: Gary Hildebrandt, representing Property and Management, led a discussion regarding
the implementation an armed intruder training program, which would advise the congregation of procedures for responding to this type
of threat. Two local law enforcement officers, Winneshiek County Sheriff Dan Marx and Decorah Police Officer Brent Parker (member of
Good Shepherd) can lead a training session and provide resources to the congregation. Council members asked what the training might
look like and what other churches have done. Although there was interest in the principles of this type of training, there were concerns
raised about engaging the whole congregation in the training program. The council recommended that arrangements be made for an
adult forum on the subject this fall.
Vote on Visitation Pastor: The executive committee recommended the approval of a job description for the visitation pastor. The
current budget includes $6,000 for a visitation pastor. The position consists of a commitment of 4-5 hours of work per week. The
visitation pastor would primarily be responsible for preaching and presiding at ½ of the worship services at nursing homes, providing ½ of
the communion visits to homebound members, providing communion to those who are temporarily homebound or ill, sharing in hospital
visits as requested, and occasionally filling in for the pastor. The executive committee further recommended the hiring of Pr. Matt Larson
as the visitation pastor. The motion from the executive committee to approve the job description for the visitation pastor and to approve
the appointment of Pr. Matt Larson was approved.
Update from Governance Advance Team: After some conversation and evaluation, the Governance Advance Team recommends that we
do not fully implement a change to our governance structure at this time. However, they do recommend allowing for some flexibility to
incorporate small incremental changes to our governance in the short term. Examples of this include the change in the council meeting
structure which allows for more efficient council meetings as well as the ability to have members serve on standing committees without
the expectation that they would be a council representative. There will be continued conversation with members who have served in
leadership positions regarding the challenges they see with our current structure and ways we might move towards a structure that is
more accommodating and flexible.
Renovation Preparation: Plans for the renovation of the church are proceeding. One of the concerns noted by the Property and
Management Committee is the storage of items currently housed in the education wing and periods where there would be limited access
to particular spaces in the church. Kinderhaus will be storing their materials off site once their school year is completed. After May 5th,
the annex will be available to store items currently housed in the education wing. Because of the renovation of the east entrance near
the fellowship hall, access to the Fellowship Hall will be limited to the northwest exterior door for a period of time during renovation.
This may require some creativity with coffee hour and other events, as there is concern over having larger groups using the fellowship
hall when there is only one entrance or exit available. Other parts of the church will also be closed for parts of the renovation, including
the narthex and main entrance. The congregation is asked to be flexible and patient during this process.
(Continued on page 12)
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FIC Update: Moving towards the final plan for the renovation and HVAC update has necessitated some changes in the project. First, the
electrical panel will need to be upgraded to accommodate the new HVAC system. Other changes are in response to the Fire Marshal’s
evaluation of the plan. A back outside entry to the large classroom was added to the project, and the fire alarm system in the church will
need to be updated rather than reused. These changes will add to the total cost of the renovation. However, these upgrades will also
enhance the safety of the building for everyone who uses it. The council encouraged the committee to keep the congregation informed
regarding their progress and developments in the design and construction that have an impact on the cost. There will be updates from
the committee in the May and June newsletters. By the May council meeting, there should also be a relatively clear expected timeline
for the renovation and the disruptions that are expected due to construction.
Recurring Work of the Body – Committee, Pastor, and Officer Reports
The Committee Reports were received and accepted as submitted.
Youth Representative: No Report
Education Committee: Bob Felde
The Sunday School Lenten project donations totaled $2,033 through the fourth Sunday in Lent! We are thankful for the generosity of the
congregation. The urban immersion experience in Minneapolis was very successful. Six youths and three adults enjoyed working with
Greater Minneapolis Community Connection and attending a church service at the Spirit Garage.
We are planning a camping experience at Pulpit Rock campground in either June or July. We are hoping to have activities that appeal to
many in our congregation - biking, hiking, campfire cooking, canoeing, etc.
Outreach and Hospitality Committee: Kerry Johnson
A Good Shepherd information session has been scheduled for May 5 th, following worship. There will be a new member Sunday on May
19th, followed by a welcome brunch at 11:00 AM.
Property and Management Committee: Gary Hildebrandt
St. Grubby Day is scheduled for April 28.
Stewardship Committee: Jerry Bruce
The committee identified topics for the stewardship page of the church newsletter.
The committee is beginning to organize for the upcoming 2019 fall appeal.
Worship and Music Committee: Bob Larson
The committee is primarily working on the details for the Maundy Thursday Dinner/Service on April 18. Gratitude was expressed to all
involved in planning and preparing for worship through Lent and Holy Week.
Pastor’s Report: Pr. Amy Larson
Regarding the visitation pastor, with both an aging and a growing congregation, including some new members with very little church
background, it will be helpful to offer more in the way of pastoral care. Good Shepherd will likely be featured in a future issue of the
ELCA’s magazine, Living Lutheran. They are interested in a small congregation with five seminarians.
It is important that Pr. Amy’s family be together on Memorial Day Weekend this year as they celebrate the graduation of a cousin who is
battling cancer. As a result, Pr. Amy will be away the weekend of Decorah’s high school graduation. There will be a simple Baccalaureate
recognition of our seniors that day. Anthony Ruiz and Natalie Tapscott are graduating. Pr. Judd Larson will be preaching and presiding.
President’s Report: Steve Holland - No Report
Secretary’s Report: Jonathon Struve - No Report
Treasurer’s Report: John Moeller
Total income year to date:
$69,926.27
Total expense year to date:
($95,199.62)
Net income year to date:
($25,273.35)
Notes from the treasurer: The comparison of income and expenses needs clarification because (a) $35,000 of expenses were paid for by
the loan from Decorah Bank and Trust and (b) the expense from the Youth Director’s salary comes from income from the previous year.
If we subtract the $35,000.00 loan and the $1,955.22 for the Youth Director’s salary and the $92.84 for the youth Director’s social
security from the expenses, that total is $60,199.62. In other words, our income is actually almost $10,000.00 more than our expenses,
meaning we really are not showing a deficit.
Announcements:
Newsletter Deadline: April 18, 2019, Next Council Meeting: May 21, 2019, 7:00 PM
Adjournment and Closing Prayer: The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm. Pr. Amy Larson led the council in the Lord’s Prayer to close the
meeting.
---Submitted by Jonathon Struve, Congregation Secretary
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