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The Shepherd’s Voice 

November 2018 

Beloved of God, 

Our congregational mission statement reminds us that, “We are a congregation empowered by the Good 
Shepherd to: Nurture and support Christ’s flock through Christ centered worship; Welcome all, offering trust 
and respect while sharing God’s unconditional love; Reach out to the broader community through service and 
responsible stewardship of all God’s creation.”  

Together we are living out this mission in so many ways. We are also asking how our building can help us to 
more fully live out our mission at this time. The 2016 Congregation Council appointed a Space Exploration 
Task Force that made recommendations. A Sanctuary Task Force and a Facilities Improvement Committee 
have been charged with carrying out those recommendations. Here is a summary of where we are to date: 

• The Sanctuary Task Force is just about finished with the marvelous renovations in the sanctuary, which 
are phase one of the facilities improvements.  

• The Facilities Improvement Committee has brought forward a draft proposal for renovating the space 
while staying within the existing footprint. They will continue to seek input on that proposal. That 
proposal relates to phase three of the building project.  

• Before we can get to phase three, we need to address phase two, the HVAC system (heating, venting, and 
air conditioning system). After much research, the Facilities Improvement Committee proposes a system 
that uses heat pump and geothermal technology. If you missed adult forums on these topics, please see 
the materials outside the church office. 

The 2017 Congregation Council made a decision to focus on growing generosity in order to support 
our work together. The council considered doing a capital campaign but choose instead to focus on 
increasing our generosity each year in order to support all the ways we are furthering our mission through 
regular operating expenses and facilities projects.  Your generosity in 2018 has allowed us to connect the 
generations to God and to one another, equip people for service in God’s world, and begin the facilities 
improvements.  

God calls us to further this work in 2019. Our theme for 2019 is “EmPower Good Shepherd: The 
People and The Place”. We will focus on: 

• deepening the impact of worship for all ages.  

• helping people live out their faith through social action.  

• living out our mission as a congregation that stewards God’s creation through installing an energy 
efficient heating and cooling system.  

You can learn more about these initiatives in the stewardship bulletin inserts and brochure that you will 
receive in the coming weeks.  

To carry out this important ministry, our goal is to increase giving by $14,000 over 2018 in new offerings 
throughout 2019. Please prayerfully consider the way that you can energize our ministry and sustainably 
power our building through your giving in 2019.  

Peace to you, Pastor Amy 
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CELEBRATING 60 YEARS OF CONNECTING, GROWING, AND EMPOWERING  

 GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH, 1958 - 2018 

 

Our congregation was established on November 24, 1958. We have been recognizing our 

traditions of connecting, growing, and empowering throughout the fall and will celebrate 

our 60th anniversary on Sunday, November 25. The Steering Committee announces the 

following events and projects that are underway for this celebration: 

 

Sunday, November 25, 9:30 a.m. - Festival Worship Service with Holy Communion, 

Recognition of Charter Members, and Special Music. Former pastor Rev. David Keesey-

Berg will preach. 

A Celebratory Brunch and Program in the Fellowship Hall will follow the service. 

Pastor April Ulring Larson, Pastor Amy, Pastor Keesey-Berg, and others will provide 

brief remarks. Norma Refsal, Kathy Buzza, and Karla Erdman are making the 

arrangements for setup, servers, and food.  

 

Charter Member Project - Carol Hasvold, Bev Sheridan, and Carrie Solberg have updated 

the 2008 list and gathered contact information; invitations have been extended.  

Anniversary Booklet - Compiled by Jane Kemp with information from Jeri Laursen, the 

contents will include Milestones of the past 60 years; the list of Charter Members; a brief 

history by Carol Hasvold and Jane Kemp; a message from Pastor Amy; and lists of 

Baptisms, Confirmands, Marriages, and Deaths from 2009 to the present, an update to the 

information in the 50th anniversary history. Note: The booklet will be posted on our 

website. Print copies can be ordered through the church office. 

Outdoor Sign - Erik Berg is re-purposing our 50th anniversary sign; it will soon appear atop 

the Good Shepherd sign in our front yard announcing our 60th. 

Sources for Updates and Additional information - Shepherd’s Voice Weekly News and 

Events, Sunday bulletins, and local area news media. Don’t hesitate to contact the Steering 

Committee, Elizabeth, Jane K., and Norma, with questions and suggestions. 
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Stewardship 

EMPOWER GOOD SHEPHERD: The People and The Place 

Your generosity in 2018 has allowed us to connect the generations to God and to one 

another, equip people for service in God’s world, and embark on a multi-year project to 

make our building even more inviting. It’s exciting to see what happens when the people of 

God step forward in faith. God calls us to further this work in 2019. 

This month, we'll be reflecting on how Jesus, our Good Shepherd, empowers us to share 

our gifts to deepen our worship, service and care of creation. We will be hearing 

testimonies in worship and at an adult forum on Nov. 4. On Sunday, Nov. 18, we will place 

our Statements of Intent at the altar.  Watch for letters and bulletin inserts to learn more. 

Feel free to talk with the Stewardship Committee if you have questions: Germano Streese, 

Jerry Bruce and Connie Buresh.   

Alleluia Banner to Be Dedicated on All Saints Sunday, November 4 

The Alleluia Banner, designed and woven by professional weaver and congregation 

member Barbara Berg, is a gift to the congregation made possible by generous 

contributions from members and friends in memory of Edward Kaschins, March 5, 1939 - 

November 1, 2017. (November 1 is the designated date in the liturgical calendar for All 

Saints Day.) When used at Good Shepherd during various times during the church year, It 

will be carried in procession and placed in a stand near the baptismal font. The banner, 

24” by 42”, is woven using wool, cotton, and linen fibers in the colors of the festival 

seasons - white (background), gold (border and ‘Alleluia’), and red (diagonal design). Its 

permanent stand and pole are being designed by David Faldet and constructed of oak to 

coordinate with our altar furnishings.  

The Alleluia Banner is a reminder of Christ’s risen presence. It is used throughout the 

Easter season and on Sundays when the church focuses on the resurrection, including All 

Saints Sunday and Transfiguration Sunday. The Alleluia Banner is removed at the end of 

worship on Transfiguration Sunday before the start of the penitential season of Lent. 

Submitted by Pastor Amy and Elizabeth Kaschins 

Worship Notes 
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November Scriptures 

November Adult Forums 

Nov. 4 - Stewardship Committee Presentation 

Nov. 11  - Designing and Composing Good Shepherd’s Altar Paintings: A Conversation with 
the Artist, Doug Eckheart, Professor Emeritus of Art, Luther College, about his large triptych 
from 1972. Have you ever wondered about the story behind the colorful altar paintings that 
hang on the north wall of our fellowship hall? On Nov. 11th the artist will be with us to talk 
about Good Shepherd’s first altar paintings. Please note that we will meet in the Fellowship 
Hall.  

Nov. 18 - The Future of the Luther Choral Program: Dr. Andrew Last, Director of Choral 
Activities and conductor of the Luther College Nordic Choir, shares his vision for the future 
of the choral program at Luther and how that serves to honor the voices of the past, 
present, and future.  Dr. Last will share ways in which the program maintains many of the 
traditions of past years and yet is looking at ways that Luther choral music can remain at the 
forefront of collegiate choral programs.  

Nov. 25 - Good Shepherd 60th Anniversary Celebration with Celebratory Brunch following. 

Sunday, November 4 

24th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

All Saints Sunday 

Isaiah 25:6-9  

The banquet of 

the Lord 

  

Psalm 24  

They shall 

receive blessing 

from the God of 

their salvation 

Revelation 21:1-6a  

A new heaven and 

a new earth 

  

John 11:32-44  

The raising of 

Lazarus 

  

Sunday, November 11 

25th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

The blessing of 

keeping the words 

of God 

Psalm 119:1-8 

Happy are they 

who seek the 

Lord with all 

their hearts. 

Hebrews 9:11-14 

Redeemed through 

the blood of Christ 

Mark 12:28-34 

Two great 

commandments: 

loving God and 

neighbor 

Sunday, November 18 

26th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

1 Kings 17:8-16 
God feeds Elijah 

and the widow at 

Zarephath 

Psalm 146 
The Lord lifts up 

those who are 

bowed down. 

Hebrews 9:24-28 

The once for all 

sacrifice of Christ 

Mark 12:38-44 
A widow’s 

generosity reveals 

the hypocrisy of 

the scribes 

Sunday, November 25 

27th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
GS 60th Anniversary 

Celebration 

1 Kings 8:22-30 

God’s steadfast 

love in each 

generation 

  

Psalm 84  

How dear to me 

is your dwelling, 

O LORD. 

  

1 Peter 2:1-9  

A house of living 

stones 

  

John 10:22-30 

Hearing the 

Shepherd’s voice 

  

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2018-11-4/1964
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2018-11&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2018-11&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2018-11&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2018-11&eventDateId=0
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November 2018 Ministry Team 

DATE LITURGY/WORSHIP USHER 

*Head Usher 

FELLOWSHIP 

*Coordinator - (F) food only 

Sunday, November 4 

All Saints Sunday 

Asst. Minister: Bob Felde 

Reader: Bob Larson 

Communion Server: 

Martha Steele 

Cantor: Dennis Barnaal 

1.*Chris Johnson 

2. Bob Naslund 

Greeter: La Verne Ramsey 

Acolyte: Pranav Caton 

1.*Dale & Wanda Rueber 

2. Bonnie Johnson 

3. Marv Slind 

4. Jutta Anderson (F) 

Sunday, November 11 Asst. Minister: Reg Laursen 

Reader: Linda Donoghue 

Communion Server: 

Ruth Bruce 

Cantor: Jason Rausch 

1.*Kirk Johnson 

2. Jerry Bruce 

Greeter: Bill deGraff 

Acolytes: 

Lulu & Poppy Bellrichard 

1.*Diane Kruse 

2. Cheryl Donlon 

3. Ingrid Callaghan 

4. Jeri Laursen 

Sunday, November 18 

Stewardship Sunday 

Asst. Minister: Marv Slind 

Reader: Jim Buzza 

Communion Server: 

Martha Steele 

Cantor: Dan Raney 

1.*Jeri Laursen 

2. Ed Epperly 

Greeter: La Verne Ramsey 

Acolyte: Weston Cote 

1.*Kathy Buzza 

2. Cheryl Donlon 

3. Marv Slind 

4. Marilyn & Al Anderson 

Sunday, November 25 

60th Anniversary 

Celebration 

LIVE BROADCAST 

Asst. Minister: 

Harland Nelson 

Reader: Jonathon Struve 

Communion Server: 

Midge Kjome 

Cantor: Tom Buresh 

1.*Brent Parker 

2. Mark Finanger 

Greeters: Eric Berg, LaVerne 
Ramsey, Bev Nelson 

Acolytes: 

Bristol and Brenna Parker 

Celebration Brunch 
organized by Committee 

Altar Guild : Glenda Wuest, Bev Sheridan, Jeri Laursen 
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Education 

Notes for Youth Parents 

1) The 3rd-5th grade Exploring God's Word Class has been rescheduled for Sunday, 11/18 during the 
Sunday School time. We will not have Sunday School that day, but the Youth Forum will meet as 
planned. 

2) Christmas tree decorating will be Sunday, 12/9 after Sunday School. The Worship and Music 
committee will take charge of everything else related to the tree. We just ask that the kids and 
parents help put on ornaments after Sunday School on 12/9.   

3) The Christmas program is scheduled on Sunday, 12/16 at 5pm. There will be a reception following 
the program. The Education committee will provide sandwiches, and we ask that each Sunday 
School/Youth Forum family bring one dozen cookies. 

Dirty Feet Retreat at Ewalu 
 

On October 5th, three Good Shepherd youth, one of 
their friends from Cresco, and myself embarked on 
the one hour car ride to Strawberry Point, Iowa for a 
weekend of fun and learning at Ewalu Bible 
Camp.  Being a former camp counselor myself, I was 
prepared with my warm layers and positive 
energy.  What I wasn't prepared for was seeing these 
awesome youth grow and change over just two 
simple days. 
 

Maggie Norris, Brenna Parker, and Nathan Larson were quick to make new friendships from other 
churches all over Iowa.  They were first in line to zip line off of the top of a telephone pole, and they 
eagerly participated in a talent show in front of their peers.  I also had the honor of hearing their 
incredibly thoughtful responses during Bible study with Ewalu camp counselors, hike with them through 
the beautiful woods, and sing songs around a warm campfire. 
 
On the way home, I asked the youth three questions: 1) What did you learn? 2) What do you want to 
know more about? and 3) What can you bring back to Good Shepherd?   
If you get a chance, ask these three about their responses, the friendships 
they made, and the activities in which they participated.  One thing that was 
clear in their responses was their excitement for being part of faith-based 
community - whether at Ewalu or Good Shepherd. 
 
Thanks for your support of the youth at Good Shepherd.  Retreats are an 
incredible opportunity to both "get away" from normal routines/distractions 
and to "go toward" relationship with God and others.   
We look forward to many more to come! 
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Good Shepherd Announcements 

NOVEMBER 4 IS ALL SAINTS SUNDAY. 
There will be candles on the altar for each of the 
Good Shepherd saints who have been born this 
past year and those who have died. There will 
be an opportunity to light candles for all the 
saints that you remember. 
You are also invited to bring pictures and items 
that represent the saints you remember and 
place those items on the table in the Narthex. 

DONATE CHILDREN’S BOOKS: AMMPARO will be 
gathering new or gently used children’s books to 
give to children who come to the Decorah Area 
Food Pantry, many of whom come from 
immigrant families.  Please share your books in 
the basket marked “AMMPARO BOOKS" outside 
the sanctuary.  We will be collecting between 
now and mid-December.  

YOUTH FORUM is in need of comfy bean bag 
chairs, floor pillows, etc. for soft seating to make 
their space inviting. They are already loving their 
donated couch and are hopeful for more items 
to come.  Donations of items or money are 
welcome to help with this project. Contact 
Kathryn (kathryn.susann@gmail.com) for 
more information.  

SAVE THE DATE: The Christmas Sunday School 
Program is scheduled for Dec. 16 at 5 pm. 

DIRECTORY UPDATES: 

Joseph Tiegan - new address 

Menzi Nkambule  - new address 

Bev Tangen - new address 

Please refer to the online directory or call the 
church office for details 

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE: 
Monday, Nov. 19 at 6pm at First Lutheran 
Church. Choir rehearsal at 5:15pm.  

 

WE REJOICE TO WELCOME NEW MEMBERS AT 
GOOD SHEPHERD: 

On October 7th these new members joined our 
congregation: 
Dustin, Jen and Dawson Bliven 

Lyle and Sue Luzum 

George Lowe and Martha Monson Lowe 

Angie Sadler 

BURR OAK LUTHERAN MEATBALL SUPPER: 
Wednesday, November 7, 4-8 p.m.  Serving 
meatballs, real mashed potatoes, gravy, corn or 
green beans, coleslaw and pie. Adults $12, 
Children $5, children under 5, free. Proceeds go 
toward local charities and church 
improvements.  

DECORAH COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY:  

Proverbs 22: “Those who are generous are 
blessed, for they share their bread with the 
poor.” Remembering this, we thank all the 
gardeners and farmers who shared their fresh 
produce with clients of our Food Pantry. In 
August we had 443 client visits, helping to feed 
1171 family members! In winter fresh food 
donations will be fewer, so we need more cash 
donations. For each dollar donated we can buy 
$11 of commodities from the Food Bank. To 
donate, send a check to P.O.Box 26, Decorah; to 
volunteer, contact Jud Barclay (563-387-3826). 

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
November  20 

REMINDER: The church offices will be closed 
November 22 & 23rd for the holiday weekend. 

PEW TO PULPIT: Please note - due to scheduling 
conflicts, there will be no Pew to Pulpit on Sunday, 
November 4. We will meet again on Sunday, 
November 18. See you then!  

mailto:kathryn.susann@gmail.com
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Social Justice 

  

The Social Justice Subcommittee requests your assistance in contacting the 
government regarding a possible rule change that will negatively impact 

vulnerable immigrants and their children.  Comments need to be submitted on line, 
at the regulations.gov website.  On this website, search the title of the proposed rule, 

then click the comment now link to share your thoughts.  
 
(USCIS) Proposed Rule: Inadmissibility on Public Charge Grounds 
The issue: This regulation would make immigrant families afraid to seek access to 
healthy food, health care, and housing. 
Deadline for public comment: December 10, 2018. 
How to comment: go to the regulations.gov website for this proposed rule and use 
the Comment Now link.  
 
Possible language: 
" I am writing to urge the Department of Homeland Security to immediately withdraw 
the “public charge” proposed rule. The policy will harm millions by undermining access 
to essential health, nutrition and shelter for immigrants and their families. The 
proposed policy is part of the Trump Administration's larger agenda to  radically 
reshape our legal immigration system, redefine who is “worthy” of being an American, 
and profoundly alter what we look like as a country.  If this rule moves forward, no 
longer would we serve as a beacon for the world’s dreamers and strivers, Instead, 
America’s doors will be open only to the highest bidder. This proposal is a step 
backward, not forward, in creating a more perfect union." 
 
Find details of the proposed rule on the Federal Register website.  
Background: https://protectingimmigrantfamilies.org/ 

http://regulations.gov
http://regulations.gov/
https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=USCIS-2010-0012
https://www.regulations.gov/comment?D=USCIS-2010-0012-0001
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/10/10/2018-21106/inadmissibility-on-public-charge-grounds
https://protectingimmigrantfamilies.org/
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May Circle Schedule 

11/6 - Mary Circle - 4:00 p.m. - Jane Jakoubek hosts 

11/13 - Anna Circle - 9:30 a.m. -  Jane Borelli hosts at Aase Haugen  

11/14- Miriam Circle - 2:00 p.m. -  Carrie Solberg hosts 

11/27 - CLA Circle - 7:00 p.m. - Bev Sheridan hosts  

Thank you to everyone who helped with the Lutheran World Relief kits.  The Sunday School helped to 
assemble 25 School Kits and CLA circle made 59 Baby Care Kits at their October meeting.  The Upper Iowa 
River Conference of the Women of the ELCA will collect kits from all participating churches on Saturday 
November 3 at Olson Explosives in Decorah to be delivered to the LWR warehouse in St Paul.  Olson’s 
donates a truck and driver for the trip with donations accepted from area churches.  How nice to have a 
donation spot so close to us! 

2019 is fast approaching and with that we need to get our circle hostesses ready for the new year.  Please 
get them to Jenny as soon as possible.  We will also have our WELCA annual meeting and mid-winter 
brunch on January 26.  Please contact Bev with any program ideas. 

Repentance is theme of Gather’s fall Bible study 

(reprinted from Interchange Women of the ELCA) 

Repentance is one of the most powerful acts of a person or a church, making possible not only forgiveness 
but also reconciliation.  This fall, Gather magazine (www.gathermagzine.org) will explore what repentance 
means for Lutheran Christians in a three-part Bible study.  Written by Rev Meghan Johnston Aelabouni, this 
Bible study focuses on the role of repentance in our faith, our relationships and the church. 

November--Turning points: Turning as the church to the world 

The word repentance often refers to an invitation that brings people into the church.  But what happens 
when the church turns outward to the world?  When the church has been complicit in abuse, racism, anti-
Semitism and other attitudes and practices that lead away from God’s reign, what happens when the 
church repents? 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

November 3:   LWR pickup, Olson explosives 

Burr Oak WELCA Advent Program and Brunch: December 19:30 a.m.  At Burr Oak Lutheran Church. Bring 

friends family and neighbors for Fellowship, good food and celebration of the season. 
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GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEETING 

     Tuesday, October 16, 2018 – 7:00 PM 

 

Preparing Our Hearts and Minds to Serve 

Present: Pr. Amy Zalk Larson, Megan Buckingham, John Moeller, Marty Steele, Bob Felde, Germano Streese, Jon Christy, Janeen 

Christy, and Jonathon Struve; Officer Brent Parker on behalf of the Decorah Police Department. 

Devotions and Initial Actions: Marty Steele shared devotions. A motion was made by Jon Christy and seconded by Marty Steele to 

approve the minutes of the September meeting. Approved. A motion was made by Marty Steele and seconded by Bob Felde to 

approve the meeting agenda. Passed. 

New Business: 

Request from Decorah Police Department: Officer Brent Parker, Good Shepherd Member and a member of the Decorah Police 

Department, is the team leader for Winneshiek County’s Special Response Team.  This group, made up of officers from the Decorah 

Police Department and the Winneshiek County Sherriff’s Department, are trained to respond to emergency situations including 

active shooter events in public places.  The group would like to use the church for a training event because they have not had the 

opportunity to train for a situation in a church setting.  The training would occur when the building is empty, and there will be 

public notice of the training when it occurs.  Officer Parker indicated that they do not have a specific date in mind as of yet, but that 

it might occur sometime in January.  Marty Steele moved and Bob Felde seconded to approve having the Decorah Police 

Department Special Response Team use the church for a training event. Motion Passed. 

Appointing Council Members to the Nominating Committee: Megan Buckingham requested that two members of the current 

council be appointed to the nominating committee, as outlined in the constitution.  The nominating committee also consists of two 

congregation members: Marilyn Rue and Harley Refsal, President Megan Buckingham, Vice President Steve Holland, and Pastor 

Amy Larson. Bob Felde and Germano Streese volunteered to be the council representatives for the nominating committee.  Jon 

Christy moved and Janeen Christy seconded to appoint Felde and Streese to the nominating committee.  Motion Passed. 

Committee Budget Request Reminder:  Budget proposals for 2019 should be prepared for the November council meeting.  The 

budget committee will prepare the 2019 budget for the December council meeting, based on the results of the pledge drive and 

the budget proposals received from the committees.  The budget committee consists of Treasurer John Moeller, the property and 

management committee, and Pr. Amy Larson, with Vice President Steve Holland serving as an ex officio member. 

Advent/Christmas Special Offering Designation:  The council will designate our special offerings for Advent and Christmas to 

support one local and one global mission at the November meeting.  Congregational secretary Jonathon Struve will provide council 

members with a document outlining previous special offering designations as a point of information for consideration. 

Old Business: 

Facilities Improvement Committee Update:  The Facilities Improvement Committee submitted a written update outlining their 

recommendations and highlighting feedback they have received from the congregation.  The committee recommends installing a 

single phase, ground source VRF (Variable Refrigerant Flow) HVAC system in the old part of the church.  The committee indicated 

that feedback on the HVAC system has been supportive of the committee’s recommendation.  The committee has received a 

number of ideas and feedback on the proposed floor plan for the renovation of the church.  

 

Recurring Work of the Body – Committee, Pastor, and Officer Reports  

Youth Representative:  No report. 

Education Committee: Bob Felde 

The Sunday school kids will sing in church on October 21. 

The committee is pleased that several of the youth and children have attended or will soon attend retreats at EWALU and Good 

Earth Village. 

The Christmas program is scheduled for Dec. 16 at 5 pm. 

Evangelism Committee: Janeen Christy 

We welcomed four families as new members to Good Shepherd on October 7.  This was the first time implementing the idea of 

Shepherd families who serve as hosts to the new members.  New member Sunday included a small luncheon after the service for 

new members and their shepherd families.  The feedback on this practice was positive, and the intention is to continue receiving 

new members this way.  The next new member Sunday will likely be in the spring. 
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Property and Management Committee: Marty Steele 

The committee will purchase a 48-inch John Deere mower for $3,300 and continue to explore options for a smaller trimming 

mower.  The current 42-inch John Deere mower will be kept. 

The committee will publish a list of volunteer jobs in our weekly newsletter and request help from the congregation on some 

tasks outside of our regular St. Grubby’s Day.  

Social Justice Subcommittee: Marty Steele 

There will be a voting event during fellowship on October 21.  There will be information about voter registration, obtaining 

absentee ballots, early voting, and polling places available at this time. 

There is an urgent Immigration Action Request urging members to contact the federal government on a proposed federal rule 

change that will affect immigrants. There is a public comment period on this proposed rule which closes on November 6.   

AMMPARO will be gathering new or gently used children’s books to give to children who come to the Decorah Area Food Pantry, 

many of whom come from immigrant families.  

Stewardship Committee:  Germano Streese 

Materials for the fall campaign are being prepared. The committee will meet on October 18. 

Worship and Music Committee: Jon Christy 

After much discussion and work, the committee endorsed a Lenten Soup Supper Mission Statement, which reads in part: 

“Because Lent is a season of reflection and preparation in which many Christians engage in the liturgical practice of fasting (in 

observance of the 40 days Jesus spent fasting in the wilderness), we are drawn to the idea of greater simplicity in our Lenten 

soup suppers to the extent that a humble meal, shared together, deepens and extends the themes of Lent expressed in worship.”  

The proposal for our soup suppers for Lent in 2019 is to offer four types of soup, crackers, and water. Compostable bowls will be 

used.  The goal is to simplify and streamline the supper and what is required of members each week so that all can enjoy 

fellowship over a simple meal. 

The committee is exploring a combined worship/meal for our observance of Maundy Thursday during Holy Week next year. 

Pastor’s Report: Report prepared by Pr. Amy Larson 

Pastor Amy Larson will be serving as Dean of the Upper Iowa Conference of the Northeastern Iowa Synod.  The Bishop has 
appointed her to this role. She asks for prayers of support as she takes on the responsibilities associated with this appointment. 
It is not clear at this time whether or not there will be a Thanksgiving Eve service this year.  If it does happen, it will not be held at 
Good Shepherd 
On October 21st we will celebrate the baptism of Philip Wicks, son of Nathan and Sarah Wicks. 
The new members received on October 7th were Jen, Dustin, and Dawson Bliven, Angie Sadler, George Lowe and Martha Monson
-Lowe, and Lyle and Sue Luzum. 
President’s Report: Megan Buckingham 

No report 

Vice President’s Report: Steve Holland 

No Report 

Secretary’s Report: Jonathon Struve 

No Report 

Treasurer’s Report: John Moeller 

Total income year to date:   $220,469.39 

Total expense year to date:  ($211,413.73) 

Net income year to date:        $9,055.66 

Bob Felde moved and Janeen Christy seconded to approve the treasurer’s report, passed. 

Announcements: 

Newsletter Deadline: October 18, 2018 

Next Council Meeting: November 13, 2018, 7:00 PM  

Adjournment and Closing Prayer: Marty Steele moved, Germano Streese seconded a motion to adjourn at 8:20 pm. Pr. Amy 

Larson led the council in the Lord’s Prayer to close the meeting.        ---Submitted by Jonathon Struve, Congregational Secretary 
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

 
 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

701 Iowa Avenue 

Decorah IA 52101 

 
GOOD SHEPHERD IS A RECONCILING IN CHRIST CONGREGATION 

 

Pastor Amy Larson 

Assistant Pastor: Marion Pruitt-Jefferson 

Music Director: Brooke Joyce 

Children Youth and Family Director: Kathryn Thompson 

Administrative Assistant: Jenny Werner 

Email: decorahgoodshepherd@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.goodshepherddecorah.org 

Church Office: 563-382-3963 

Office Hours: M-F; 8 a.m.- 12 Noon 

The Shepherd’s Voice 
NOVEMBER 2018 

mailto:decorahgoodshepherd@gmail.com
http://www.goodshepherddecorah.org

