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The Shepherd’s Voice 

April 2018 

Words from Pastor Larson 

Beloved of God, 

I’ve been thinking a lot about kindness lately and how important it is for our life together in community. 
Kindness is not much valued by our culture these days. We’re encouraged to be angry, critical and 
impatient. Yet, I’m convinced that practicing kindness is one of the key ways that we practice resurrection. 
We practice resurrection by defying all that would keep us down, all that would separate us from God and 
one another. In the face of all the forces that lead us to judge and hate others, we practice resurrection by 
practicing kindness. 

Poet Naomi Shihab Nye writes that to know kindness, we need to know sorrow. I believe this is why our 
God has entered into suffering so deeply with us - in order to show us even greater kindness. This past 
Holy Week and Easter Sunday, we entered into sorrow with Jesus and have experienced the deep kindness 
and love that death cannot destroy. In the face of such great sorrow and such great love, it is only 
kindness that makes sense anymore. May God’s great kindness tie your shoes today, may it give you hope 
and let you be a sign of hope for others. 

Peace to you, Pastor Amy  

Before you know what kindness really is 

you must lose things, 

feel the future dissolve in a moment 

like salt in a weakened broth. 

What you held in your hand, 

what you counted and carefully saved, 

all this must go so you know 

how desolate the landscape can be 

between the regions of kindness. 

How you ride and ride 

thinking the bus will never stop, 

the passengers eating maize and chicken 

will stare out the window forever. 
 
Before you learn the tender gravity of kindness, 

you must travel where the Indian in a white poncho  

lies dead by the side of the road. 

You must see how this could be you, 

how he too was someone 

who journeyed through the night with plans  

and the simple breath that kept him alive. 
 
Before you know kindness as the deepest thing 
inside,  

you must know sorrow as the other deepest thing.   

You must wake up with sorrow. 

You must speak to it till your voice 

catches the thread of all sorrows 

and you see the size of the cloth.  
 
Then it is only kindness that makes sense anymore, 

only kindness that ties your shoes 

and sends you out into the day to mail letters and 
purchase bread, 

only kindness that raises its head 

from the crowd of the world to say 

it is I you have been looking for, 

and then goes with you every where 

like a shadow or a friend. 

 
"KINDNESS" BY NAOMI SHIHAB NYE 
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Worship Notes 

Easter Season 2018 

Easter lasts for 50 days until the day of Pentecost, May 20. During the Easter Season, we will use the Behold I 
Make All Things New Liturgy, composed by Benjamin Splichal Larson. 

April 8   Pastor Marion Preaches 

April 15  New Member Sunday & Baptism of Daniel Schroeher, son of John and Hannah Schroeher and 
grandson of Mike and Kim Huinker 

April 22 Seminarian Daniel Grainger will preach, Wanda Deifelt will preside 
Pr. Amy and five youth will be away on an Urban Immersion Service Trip in Minneapolis. Pr. 
Marion and Hallie Johnson will be away at the Ecumenical Advocacy Days in Washington, D.C. 

April 29  Confirmation Sunday 
Mara Holland, Kristi Kjome-Johnson and Nathan Larson will affirm the promises made to them 
in baptism. 

May 6 St. Grubby’s Day 
Wear grubby clothes to worship and do clean-up projects in community after worship. 

May 13 Mother’s Day & Baptism of Menzi Nkambule and Joseph Tiegen 
 These Luther seniors have been helping with Confirmation class and are heading to seminary. 

The Luther College Student Congregation will join Good Shepherd for worship this Sunday. 
Luther’s Norsemen will sing. 

May 20 Day of Pentecost & Baccalaureate Sunday 
 As we celebrate the Spirit poured out upon the church, we also celebrate the graduation of 

high school senior Erik Johnson. 

Sunday, April 8 
Second Sunday of 
Easter 

Acts 4:32-35 
The believers’ 
common life 

Psalm 133 
How good and 
pleasant it is to live 
together in unity. 

 John 1:1--2:2 
Walking in the 
light 

 John 20:19-31 
Beholding the 
wounds of the 
risen Christ 

Sunday, April 15 
Third Sunday of 
Easter 

Acts 3:12-19 
Health and 
forgiveness 
through the risen 
Jesus 

Psalm 4 
The Lord does 
wonders for the 
faithful. 

John 3:1-7 
The revealing of 
the children of 
God 

Luke 24:36b-48 
Eating with the 
risen Christ 

Sunday, April 22 
Fourth Sunday of 
Easter 

 Acts 4:5-12 
Salvation in the 
name of Jesus 

Psalm 23 
The Lord is my 
shepherd; I shall 
not be in want. 

John 3:16-24 
Love in truth and 
action 

John 10:11-18 
Christ the 
shepherd 

Sunday, April 29 
Fifth Sunday of 
Easter 

Acts 8:26-40 
Philip teaches and 
baptizes an 
Ethiopian 

Psalm 22:25-31 
All the ends of the 
earth shall 
remember and 
turn to the Lord. 

John 4:7-21 
God’s love 
perfected in love 
for one another 

John 15:1-8 
Christ the vine 

April Scriptures 
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APRIL 8  Women and Justice - Wanda Deifelt  

In 2009, the Churchwide Assembly authorized the development of a social statement on women and justice. 
The ELCA Task Force on Women and Justice: One in Christ has been at work since 2012 and brought the work 
to a crucial stage: On November 15, 2017 it released the Draft of a Social Statement on Women and Justice. 
The comment period on the Draft is open until September 30, 2018. You are invited to read the draft and use 
the Adult Forum on April 8 as an opportunity for comment and conversation. Wanda Deifelt will introduce 
the document and facilitate conversation. Paper copies of the Draft are available outside the church office. A 
digital copy of the draft is available at https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Current-Social-Writing-
Projects/Women-and-Justice/Draft  
      APRIL 15 Designing and Composing Good Shepherd’s Altar Paintings - Doug Eckheart 

A Conversation with the artist, Doug Eckheart, Professor Emeritus of Art, Luther College, about his large 
triptych from 1972. Have you ever wondered about the story behind the colorful altar paintings that hangs 
on the north wall of our fellowship hall? On April 15th the artist will be with us to talk about Good Shepherd’s 
first altar paintings. Please note that we will meet in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

APRIL 22 Understanding Reconciliation Efforts in Rwanda - Rozlyn Pardis 
Rozlyn Paradis is a Luther College senior and International Studies major who spent four months studying in 
Rwanda’s capital, Kigali, during the spring of 2017. Her research focused on a specific peacebuilding program 
called “I am Rwandan.” This program emphasizes the Rwandan identity over all others, specifically that of 
Hutu, Tutsi and Twa. She was able to conduct eleven interviews with local Rwandans to get their insights on 
individual experiences of the program. 
 

APRIL 29 Ecumenical Advocacy Days - Hallie Johnson and Pr. Marion 

On the weekend of April 20-23, Hallie Johnson and Pr. Marion traveled to Washington DC to participate in 

the Ecumenical Advocacy Days, in which the ELCA is a participating denomination. They’ll talk about what 

they learned about faith-based advocacy, and share their experience of participating in a lobbying day on 

Capitol Hill.  

Adult Forums 

PARENTS: Here are three summer opportunities for our youth to consider : 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be Monday, July 23rd through Wednesday, July 25th.  Kathryn Thompson 

will be coordinating VBS again this year, and we are currently discussing themes and activities.  Note that 

we plan to have the VBS kids sing in worship on Sunday, July 29th.  More details to come! 

EWALU CAMP brochures are on the Narthex Table; online registration is available here: http://ewalu.org/

registration.  Thanks to the generosity of Good Shepherd during the “Place to Connect” Stewardship 

Appeal, camperships are available for all Good Shepherd kids who wish to attend Ewalu. Bring a copy of 

your registration confirmation to the church office by April 29 to be eligible for a campership.  

First Lutheran will be hosting EWALU DAY CAMP August 6th-10th.  Good Shepherd kids are invited to 

attend. Camperships are available. FLC will provide more details about the camp to GS later. 

Education 

https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Current-Social-Writing-Projects/Women-and-Justice/Draft
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Current-Social-Writing-Projects/Women-and-Justice/Draft
http://ewalu.org/registration/
http://ewalu.org/registration/
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Albert Anderson 

Jutta Anderson  

Marilyn Anderson 

Donna Bahr 

Doris Barnaal 

Dennis Barnaal 

Jane Borelli 

Sue Blair 

Mike Blair 

Megan Buckingham 

Tom Buresh 

Connie Buresh 

Brian Caton 

Sandhya Caton  

Janeen Christy 

Jon Christy 

Dustin Cote 

Heather Cote 

Naomi Craft 

Cheryl Donlon 

Max Eness 

Ed Epperly 

Bob Felde 

Karen Fitton 

Robert Fitton 

Russ Freerking 

Marie Freerking 

Brad Hanson 

Marion Hanson 

Sara Hanssen 

Krista Holland 

Steve Holland 

Ed Hover 

Charilyn Hover 

Irma Hudson 

Robert Hudson 

Jane Jakoubek 

Jerrine Jacobsen 

John Jefferson 

Bonnie Johnson 

Chris Johnson 

Elizabeth Kaschins 

Jane Kemp 

Lise Kildegaard  

Cheuang Kavan  

Bob Larson 

Jeri Laursen 

Reg Laursen 

David Lester 

John Moeller 

Lindy Moeller 

Kate Narveson 

Ann Naslund 

Bob Naslund 

Glenn Nelson  

Beverly Nelson 

KJ Rebarcak  

Norma Refsal 

Harley Refsal 

Daniel Raney 

Rae Jean Rathje 

Dale Rueber 

Wanda Rueber 

Judy Schoel  

Tim Schoel 

Bev Sheridan 

Luther Snow 

Brian Solberg 

Denise Solberg 

Marty Steele 

Jonathon Struve 

Kathryn Thompson  

Pam Torresdal 

Raymond Torresdal 

Amalia Vagts 

Bobby Vrtis 

Christy Vrtis 

Glendalu Wuest  

Richard Wuest  

Joanne Ylvisaker 

Richard Ylvisaker 

2nd QTR  MINISTRY TEAM – April - June 2018 
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April 2018 Ministry Team Schedule 

DATE LITURGY/WORSHIP USHER * Lead FELLOWSHIP* Coordinator 
(F) food only 

Sunday, April 8 

  

Asst. Minister: 

Richard Ylvisaker 

Reader: Janeen Christy 

Communion Server: 

Jerrine Jacobsen 

Cantor: Jonathon Struve 

1.*Steve Holland 
2. Max Eness 

Greeter: Megan Buckingham 

Acolyte: Jack Norris 

1.*Doris Barnaal 

2. Connie Buresh 

3. Wanda & Dale 
Rueber 

4. Krista Holland 

Sunday, April 15 Asst. Minister: Jane Kemp 

Reader: Max Eness 

Communion Server: 

Jerrine Jacobsen 

Cantor: Megan Buckingham 

  

1.*John Moeller 
2. Lindy Moeller 

Greeter: Janeen Christy 

Acolyte: Abby Larson 

1.*Jeri Laursen 

2. Charilyn Hover 

3. Bonnie Johnson 

4. Marie Freerking 

Sunday, April 22 Asst. Minister: Bob Larson 

Reader:  Richard Ylvisaker 

Communion Server: 

 Bev Sheridan 

Cantor: Kate Narveson 

1.*Joyce Epperly 
2. Ed Epperly 

Greeter: Rae Jean Rathje 

Acolyte: 

1.* Lindy & John 
Moeller 

2. Rae Jean Rathje 

3. Sara Hanssen (F) 

4. Sue Blair 

Sunday, April 29 

Confirmation 

Sunday 

Asst. Minister: 

Pam Torresdal 

Reader: Reg Laursen 

Communion Server: 

Jane Borelli 

Cantor: Jason Rausch 

1.* 

2. Ray Torresdal 

Greeter: Reg Laursen 

Acolyte: Leah Holland 

1.*Joyce Epperly 

2. Donna Bahr 

3. Bev Nelson 

4. Jutta Anderson (F) 

April Altar Guild : Janeen and Jon Christy (conveners) Barb Berg  
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Stewardship 

Submitted by Jim Buzza 

It’s really a dream come true!  During my 25 years as a public school band director, I had one 

dream…one goal…for every one of my students.  A career as an international star performer? No! 

(Although that would have been amazing!)  The goal was to help every student develop their 

musical talents and understanding to the point where they could keep participating in music 

throughout their lives.  Some would sing or play, while others would be thoughtful and sensitive 

listeners. 

The music ministry at Good Shepherd has brought me to a place where my dreams seem to be 

coming true.  We sing and play and listen because we are among friends who believe in the power 

of music. The Psalmist instructed us to “Make a joyful noise to the Lord.”  We do!  From the “songs” 

of babies to the chiming of bells, from a ukulele in the Sunday School Christmas Program to violins 

and wind instruments in the hands of people who’ve been playing them for as long as 80 years, 

from professional operatic singers to those who sit quietly but listen intently during hymns.  We are 

encouraged to participate as we are able, and the whole congregation is blessed by that mix. 

My personal connection with the Good Shepherd Band started long before we moved to Decorah in 

2001.  Pastor Hasvold invited me to come down from Lanesboro and join the band for a Nordic Fest 

performance.  We had become acquainted because several of the Hasvold grandchildren were band 

students of mine.  From its start as a group to help out with the Christmas program and play a tune 

or two at Easter, the band has grown in size and commitment to the point where weekly rehearsals 

and genuine practice at home (imagine that!) allow us to give musical offerings all year.  Being 

under the leadership of Brooke Joyce has allowed the group and its ministry to blossom. (How many 

small church bands have a college composer-in-residence writing and arranging for them and for 

the choir?) 

The efforts of all the church’s instrumentalists and singers would be nothing more than self-serving 

fun, however, if they were not supported and appreciated by the rest of the congregation.  The 

music ministry at Good Shepherd takes its rightful place in the congregational budget and in the 

daily worship life of our members.  As one of the people who sometimes has a chance to sing and 

play, I say “Thank You” for that chance.  As one of the people who sometimes has a chance to sit in 

the pew and share the emotional bond we build through singing hymns together, I say “Thank You” 

for that chance.  My dream of making music for our whole lives comes true every time I come to 

Good Shepherd.  Thank You, and thanks be to God! 

Thank you Good Shepherd for funding the Music Ministry through our Place to Connect Campaign. 
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Good Shepherd Announcements 

GS MISSION ENDOWMENT FUND GRANTS AND 
SCHOLARSHIPS: MAY 1 APPLICATION DEADLINE  
Examples of Eligible Recipients: 
• Student members attending ELCA colleges (eligible 
for EPIC grants) 
• Members who wish to advance their church-related 
education or leadership skills 
The Endowment Committee will meet shortly after 
the deadline to determine how available funds will 
be distributed. Application forms are available in the 
Church office. 

NEW SPACES TO WELCOME CHILDREN AND 
NURSING MOTHERS : The Fellowship Play Area 
Advisory Task Force and the Property and 
Management Committee are collaborating to further 
extend our welcome to young children and nursing 
mothers through two new projects -- the Fellowship 
Hall Children's Corner and a Nursing Mothers' 
Nook in the Library.  
Both spaces will require investments in furniture and 
supplies. Thanks to your generosity with the Place to 
Connect campaign we can fund this space. However, 
we're thinking Thrivent Action Cards are another 
good way to support these projects. Each card would 
generate a $250 contribution from Thrivent toward 
project expenses. If you can apply for a card, please 
talk with Jennifer Self. In the meantime, visit the 
northeast corner of the Fellowship Hall to check out 
the new Children's Corner. If you're lucky, a little one 
will be available to give you a personal tour! For 
more information about either project, contact 
Jennifer Self. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL LENTEN MISSION PROJECT 
supporting AAMPARO has exceeded our goal of 
$2,000.  Thanks so much to the congregation for it’s 
generous support totaling $2,187.25! 

THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE THANKS: We would 
also like to extend our appreciation to Elizabeth 
Kaschins for her organization of the Easter egg 
decorating project.  Our kids really enjoyed 
decorating eggs and sharing time together on Good 
Friday. 

FROM ISRAELI ZIONIST TO PALESTINIAN DEFENDER 
LECTURE  will be given by American-Israeli author, 
Miko Peled, on Friday, April 13th, 7:30 p.m., in the 
Center for Faith and Life Recital Hall. Miko Peled is a 
writer and activist born and raised in 
Jerusalem.  Driven by a personal family tragedy to 
explore Palestine, its people and their narrative he 
has written a book about his journey called  
The General’s Son, Journey of an Israeli in Palestine. 
His compelling story offers thoughtful insights into 
the question of how to resolve the Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict. The lecture is free and open to the public. 
Sponsored by the Center for Ethics and Public 
Engagement.  

SPRING LUTHER SERVES will be held on Saturday, 
April 28.  The students will be split into groups based 
on the needs of each household and will work 
morning shifts from 9:30 a.m.- Noon and afternoon 
shifts from 1:30-4:00 p.m.  Any member of the 
Decorah community who is elderly, handicapped, or 
simply in need of help may participate in this 
event.  Those wishing to participate should contact 
the Luther College Ministries office at 563-387-1040 
before Friday, April 20, so that proper arrangements 
can be made.  While we will make an effort to 
accommodate all requests, requests will be filled on 
a first come, first served basis.  

LEARN THE BENEFITS OF MEDITATION WORKSHOP: 
Join others in learning about meditation at the 
upcoming “Calming the Mind, Joy of Living 1” 
workshop, April 14-15, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
Lingonberry, 218 W. Water St. in Decorah. This 
presentation is suitable for people of all faiths, as 
well as both beginning and experienced meditators. 
The cost is a sliding scale of $75-$125. Financial 
assistance is available. Register online at tergar.org/
events. 

MAY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
APRIL 19 

DIRECTORY UPDATES 
John Bale -  new address 
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Dear Pr. Amy, Pr. Marion, and the Community of Good Shepherd Lutheran, 

I am deeply grateful for your ongoing support and prayers as I near the close of my first year of 

seminary.  The funds I recently received from Good Shepherd helped me to afford the cross-cultural J-

term trip to Iceland and Norway, which was my first ever travel-abroad experience.  Thank you for 

making this opportunity possible for me! 

Though this journey of discernment has challenged me in and outside the classroom, I am confident 

this is where God has called me to be.  The community of Wartburg Seminary and the comradery I 

sense among my fellow first-year classmates is better than I could’ve hoped for.  More and more I am 

coming to understand the vocation before me and how God has equipped me to serve the world in 

this capacity.  It is deeply humbling and exciting to watch God forming future Pastors and Deacons for 

the church. 

I do ask for your prayers for Allie and me as we strive to discern how to nurture and support each 

another with the many demands of our personal and professional lives.  We are continually learning 

to place our trust in our creator who walks with us on this wild and beautiful journey. 

Again, thank you for your support!  We miss the community of Good Shepherd, and look forward to 

visiting in the near future. 

In Christ, Daniel 

A Letter from Daniel Grainger at Seminary 

ST. GRUBBY’S DAY 

Mark your calendar!!! Wear grubby clothes 
to church on May 6 and stay after church to 
participate in fun and fellowship with others 
while sprucing up our grounds and 
buildings.  Bring work gloves, dust rags, 
paint scrapers, or whatever your favorite 
deep cleaning tools might be.  We will have 
a list of jobs and people to help you find the 
supplies needed, and will end with 
pizza.  Inside and outside jobs will be 
available for all ages.  This is a great 
tradition at Good Shepherd and a wonderful 
opportunity for intergenerational 
fellowship.    
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Spiritual Gifts Workshop 
 

Are you at a place in your spiritual journey where you feel called to go deeper, learn more, live more fully as a 
person who was created and is beloved by God?  Are you feeling pulled in many different directions and sense it 
would be good to discern which things to give yourself to?  Are you wondering how to use the energy and gifts 
God gave you to live out your faith most fully in your daily home and work life, in the life of your church and 
community, and in the wider world?   
Good Shepherd invites you to set aside three hours to participate in a Spiritual Gifts Workshop.  At the 
Workshop, we’ll use Scripture to look at how God calls and equips each of us in unique and important ways to 
be part of God’s action and life in the world.  Each participant will be invited to discover, explore, and reflect on 
the spiritual gifts they have been given by God.  We will be listening to the Spirit through prayer, conversation, 
and personal reflection.      
Bring your journal or a notebook to record what comes to you through the exercises, Scripture, and your 
personal reflection.  Scripture texts will be provided, but you’re welcome to bring your Bible if you wish.     
 
Jane Jakoubek, Good Shepherd Member and trained Spiritual Director, will offer this workshop. 
 
The Spiritual Gifts Workshop will be offered in two formats:  

a one session workshop offered on April 14 from 9am-12pm;  
a two session workshop offered on May 9 & 16 from 6:30-8pm (plan to attend both sessions of the 

workshop) 
They will be held in the Good Shepherd Fellowship Hall. 
The cost is $5 per person to cover materials and coffee/snacks. 
Pre-registration is required.  
 
Mail or return the bottom of this form to the church office with $5 to register. 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 701 Iowa Avenue, Decorah, IA 52101 
OR call the church office to have an electronic copy of the form emailed directly to you. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Name _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Special Dietary Needs ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Registering for:  
 ______ One session workshop on April 14, 9am-12pm  
 
______ Two session workshop on May 9 and 16, 6:30-pm 
 
Registration Deadline: 
April 11 for the workshop held on April 11. 
May 6 for the workshop held on May 9 and 16. 
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Decorah Area Faith Coalition continues to meet regularly to explore options for 

accompanying and advocating for our immigrant friends and neighbors.  There are multiple 

families in this area who are rebuilding their lives as a result of ICE detention.  A new fund 

has been developed to help these families with immediate needs after the loss of a primary 

wage earner.  Most of the families impacted have small children.  The new fund, Neighbors 

Helping Neighbors, will be housed at the Decorah United Church of Christ and will function 

as a crisis fund to help with immediate needs such as food and heating.   More information 

and donations can be made at: http://decorahucc.org/neighbors/.  There have already been 

urgent requests for this type of assistance, and your help is greatly appreciated. Additionally, 

the legal assistance fund which was developed to assist Raul Campos will be available to 

both Raul and others needing legal assistance for immigration concerns moving forward, and 

can be accessed at http://decorahucc.org/immigration/.  Please see Pastor Marion or Marty 

Steele if you have questions.   

The Decorah Area Faith Coalition began after the 2008 Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement raid at the Agriprocessors plant in Postville, an action which detained nearly 

400 workers and put many families at risk and without any source of income.  At that time, 

the Coalition provided financial, material, practical and emotional support for those 

impacted by this traumatic event.  The Coalition was comprised of representatives from most 

of the local church congregations who were seeking to respond to this humanitarian crisis as 

persons of faith.  It was reactivated recently at the call of Pastor Marion Pruitt-Jefferson and 

Pastor Mike Blair when it became clear that ICE was detaining immigrants for non-violent 

offences, such as traffic complaints, thus placing their families in jeopardy.  At present, the 

Coalition includes persons from a variety of congregations in the Decorah community who 

are seeking to accompany and advocate for justice for their immigrant neighbors, including 

your AMMPARO representatives and others from Good Shepherd. 

Social Justice 
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Free film screening 

Sunday, April 8, 4 p.m. 
 

First Lutheran Church 

604 W Broadway, Decorah 

“Brightness of Noon” illuminates the risks people of faith are 

willing to take to protect the human rights of those fleeing 

violence, and the struggles and triumphs of undocumented 

immigrants and refugees as they resettle in the United States.  

The 60-minute film will be followed by a short discussion time with 

local immigrant advocates, Melissa O’Rourke and Ruth Palmer. A 

free-will offering will support legal and other assistance for local 

families. 

View the documentary trailer at: https://youtu.be/6M4zF8KQVnQ 
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April Circle Schedule 

4/3 - Mary Circle - 4:00 p.m. - Julie Iverson hosts 

4/10 - Anna Circle - 9:30 a.m. -  Joanne Ylvisaker hosts 

4/11- Miriam Circle - 2:00 p.m. -  Donna Bahr hosts  

4/24 - CLA Circle - 7:00 p.m. - Lindy Moeller hosts at church  (Kits) 

LWR Personal & Baby Care Kits  
During April we will be collecting items for LWR Personal Care Kits to reach out to families in need around 
the world.  For families coping with war, poverty and disaster, these items mean the opportunity to stay 
healthy and build better futures. After inventorying our current supply, we are still in need of some items 
and will be collecting them on the following Sundays. 
April  8 – lightweight bath-size towel (dark color recommended) 
April 15 - bath-sized soap (4-5oz)/metal nail clippers 
We will be asking the children to help assemble the kits on April 22 and prepare them for shipping on May 5.                    
CLA Circle will be assembling Baby Care Kits at their April 24 meeting in the fellowship hall.  All are welcome 
to attend.  If you enjoy shopping at garage sales (city-wide is April 21) or at the Depot, these are good places 
to find nice, clean items for the kits.  A list of items needed for the Kits can be found in our WELCA handbook 
or on the Good Shepherd website. 

 

Cluster D Spring Gathering, April 28th at Big Canoe Lutheran, 8:30 am 
Carole Daughten will share her experiences at the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota.  Join other 
Lutheran women in the Cluster for a morning of coffee, fellowship and an informational program. 
Because of a funeral at Big Canoe at 12:00 there is a change to the start time of the Gathering on Saturday, 
April 28. Registration, coffee, and refreshments will be from 8:30-9:00 am and program will begin at 9:00 
am.  We will meet at Good Shepherd to carpool to Big Canoe; contact Bev Sheridan if you need a ride.   
Church Women United May Friendship Day will be held Friday May 4 at Decorah Lutheran church.   
The Northeast Iowa Synodical Women’s Organization 31st annual gathering will be held June 16 at 
Wartburg College in Waverly.  The theme this year is “Blessed are the Weary”, which tell us not to grow 
weary in well-doing, for in due season we shall reap, if we do not lose heart, Galatians 6:9. Convention 
registration forms and scholarship applications are available from Bev Sheridan.  Education scholarship 
application forms are also available for women who are furthering their education.    Scholarship deadlines 
are May 15, 2018. 
2018 WELCA booklets can be found in the cubbies outside the church office.  All are welcome to participate 
in the WELCA activities. 
 

Upcoming events: 
April 28:  Cluster D Spring Gathering, Big Canoe Lutheran, 8:30 am 
May 4:     May Friendship Day, Decorah Lutheran, 9 am 
May 5:      LWR pickup, Olson Explosives 
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Good Shepherd Mowing Schedule 2018 

 

 

Subs: Jonathon Struve, Jim Fritz, Steve Holland, Dustin Cote, Brian Solberg 

***Kinderhaus school hours are M-F,  9 am - 3 pm, Last Day of School May 30 

DATE               CREW CHIEF        CREW MEMBERS 

April 16                Dan Raney  Claude Hayes 

April 23                Tim Schoel John Moeller 

April 30                Bob Naslund Al Anderson 

May 7                Don Berg Lyle Otte - Gary Hildebrandt 

May 14                Dennis Barnaal Mike Bollinger - Amalia Vagts/David Lester 

May 21                John Moeller Dan Bellrichard - Jane Jakoubek 

May 28                Reg Laursen Tom Buresh - Karl Knudson 

June 4                Tim Schoel Al Anderson - Brian Caton 

June 11                Bob Naslund  Mark Finanger -  Bob Felde 

June 18                Dan Raney        Ray Torresdal -  Amalia Vagts/David Lester 

June 25                Reg Laursen        Chris Johnson - John Jefferson 

July 2                Bob Naslund        Kirk Johnson -  Robert Fitton 

July 9                Russ Freerking    Brian Caton - Bob Felde 

July 16                Dan Bellrichard    Mike Bollinger -  Dennis Barnaal 

July 23                Tim Schoel        Brent Parker - Robert Fitton 

July 30                John Moeller        Ray Torresdal - Erik Johnson 

August 6            Reg Laursen        Kirk Johnson - Germano Streese 

August 13            Dan Raney        Lyle Otte - John Jefferson 

August 20            Dan Bellrichard    Tom Buresh - Karl Knudson 

August 27            Russ Freerking    Kathryn Thompson - Mark Finanger 

September 3            Bob Naslund        Jane Jakoubek - Germano Streese 

September 10            Russ Freerking    Gary Hildebrandt - Ray Torresdal 

September 16            Reg Laursen        Brent Parker - Dennis Barnaal 

September 24            Tim Schoel        Al Anderson - Kirk Johnson 

October 1            Dennis Barnaal    Mike Bollinger - Tom Buresh 

October 8            Don Berg        Mark Finanger - Bob Felde 

October 15            Dan Raney        Claude Hayes 
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GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEETING 

      March 20, 2018, 7:00 PM 

 

Preparing Our Hearts and Minds to Serve 

Present: Pr. Amy Zalk Larson, Megan Buckingham, Steve Holland, John Moeller, Marty Steele, Anna Norris (for Bob Felde), Bob Larson 

(for John Christy), Nathan Larson (for Ava Holland), and Jonathon Struve. 

Devotions and Fellowship: Buckingham shared devotions prepared by Bob Felde. A motion was made by Steele and seconded by 

Holland to approve the minutes of the February meeting with corrections. Approved. 

Bob Larson moved and Norris seconded to approve the agenda for the March meeting, passed. 
 
New Business: 

Corinne L. Nelson Endowed Fund for Landscaping: The Landscape Subcommittee brought the following motion: The Landscape 

Subcommittee is authorized to invest the Corinne L. Nelson Endowed Fund for Landscaping with Wealth Management Services at 

Decorah Bank and Trust Co. The goal is to use suitable investments to generate income that can augment the annual budget for the 

Landscape Subcommittee.  Landscape Subcommittee member, currently Elizabeth Kaschins, is hereby authorized to act as the sole 

signer on this account.  The Subcommittee will receive quarterly statements on the account, mailed to the organization’s address, 

and will consult with Congregation Treasurer, currently John Moeller, as needed.  This motion brought from committee was 

seconded by Holland, approved. 

Social Justice:  The Social Justice Committee requested that the church contribute $700 to the cost of travel for Pr. Marion and Hallie 

Johnson to attend the Ecumenical Advocacy Days in Washington, D.C. on April 20-23. After discussion, a motion was made by Marty 

Steele, that based on a request from Lyle Otte, the undesignated memorial of $170 for Shirley Casebere be applied to covering part 

of this expense.  Seconded by Norris, passed.  Moeller moved and Larson seconded to have the remaining $530 of this contribution 

come out of the contingency portion of our general fund, passed. 

Review and designate undesignated memorials:  The Congregational Council is charged with deciding how to utilize undesignated 

memorials given to the church.  Pr. Amy reported that she is in conversation with active members who have undesignated memorials 

for a spouse or loved one to determine how best to designate those funds in a way that honors them.  Steele moved and Holland 

seconded that the remaining undesignated memorials be earmarked for the sanctuary renovation project, approved.  

Facilities Improvement Committee: Steele moved and Bob Larson seconded, to approve the request from the Facilities Improvement 

Committee to allocate $5000 to retain architect Gary Anderson and charge him to develop design ideas for improvements and 

renovations to our facility, approved. 

60th Anniversary Steering Committee:  Steele moved and Struve seconded to approve charging Jane Kemp and Elizabeth Kaschins to 

create a steering committee to plan for the 60th Anniversary of the Congregation, which we will celebrate November 25, 2018. 

Motion passed. 

Oneota Film Festival Sponsorship Request: The council expressed support for the Oneota Film Festival, but determined that direct 

sponsorship of events like this would not be an appropriate use of congregational funds.  Supporting a film festival in this way is not 

in line with our congregation’s mission and may set a precedent that would not be sustainable. 

Proposal for Joint Worship Service with Luther Congregation on May 13th: Luther students Menzi Nkambule and Joseph Tiegen will 

celebrate baptism at Good Shepherd on May 13th. The Luther College Congregation has expressed interest in joining with Good 

Shepherd that day to celebrate their baptism together with us.  The council welcomes the Luther Congregation to attend and 

participate in this celebration at our 9:30 AM service that day.  This would include the participation of Luther’s Norsemen. 

Community Meal:  Moeller seconded a motion from the Social Justice subcommittee for Good Shepherd to serve as hosts for the 

community meal at First Lutheran Church on October 4, 2018, approved. 
 
Old Business: 

Social Justice Subcommittee Gun Policy Proposal:  The council had further discussion of the subcommittee’s proposal.  The council 

expressed some concern over the unwelcoming message that signage on our building might send to visitors and members.  The 

possibility of implementing a policy that guns are not allowed in our facility without actually posting signs was also discussed, 

something several businesses in our community have implemented.  The council expressed a desire to create an understanding of 

our sanctuary and fellowship as a place of welcome, faith, and trust and that we feel safe in this environment where we worship God 

together.  There will be further discussion, with no action taken at this time. 
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Recurring Work of the Body – Committee, Pastor, and Officer Reports 

Youth Representative:  Report submitted by Ava Holland, discussion led by Nathan Larson 

Five youth are attending an Urban Immersion retreat in Minneapolis on April 22, during which participants learn about urban poverty 

and do service projects.  The kids are preparing for Easter by coloring signs and dying eggs. 

Stewardship Committee:  Report submitted by Germano Streese, discussion led by Megan Buckingham 

Stewardship is exploring a possible spring appeal focused on children and youth programming as well as a focus on the 60th 

anniversary of the congregation.   

Education Committee: Anna Norris 

The Lenten project for the youth has raised just over $1750 of their $2000 goal with one Wednesday and Sunday remaining. 

There will be a final Sunday School/Youth Fellowship celebration on Sunday, May 20. 

The education committee expressed support for an appeal centered on children and youth programming. 

Evangelism Committee: 

Bob Larson moved and Holland seconded to approve the appointment of Kerry Johnson to the Evangelism committee, passed.  

Sharon Rendack will continue to support the committee, but she is stepping away from a formal role due to health concerns.   

Property and Management Committee: Marty Steele 

St. Grubby’s Day is scheduled for May 6.   

The Fellowship Hall Play Space is progressing, but there is still a need to discuss the protection of Doug Eckheart’s art.  Various options 

are proposed, and there will be conversation with the art committee going forward.  The Play Space is portable, but there needs to be 

a plan in place for who should be responsible for moving it when necessary. 

Worship and Music Committee: Bob Larson 

There is interest in an occasional healing service separate from the Sunday service.  This service may be a way to reach out to the 

community and to the support groups that meet at Good Shepherd.  Pastor Amy and Brooke will look at dates in May for the first 

one, potentially on a Thursday evening. 

Jane Jakoubek will lead spiritual gifts workshops on April 14 from 9am-12pm, and on May 9 and 16 from 6:30-8 pm. 

Faith Five Potlucks are scheduled for Tuesday evenings in June: June 5, 12, 26. 

Pastor’s Report: Pr. Amy Larson 

There are three upcoming baptisms: Daniel Schroeher (son of John and Hanna Schroeher and grandson of Mike and Kim Huinker) on 

April 15, Menzi Nkambule and Joseph Tiegen (Luther students) on May 13. 

We will welcome new members the Parkers on April 8. There may be others as well, which will require an electronic approval from 

the council.  

Pastor will take time off the week after Easter.  Pr. Marion and Pr. Amy will be away with youth on April 22 (Pr. Amy with Urban 

Immersion, Pr. Marion with Ecumenical Advocacy Days.  Daniel Grainger will preach and Wanda Deifelt will preside. 

Confirmation Sunday is April 29. 

The Social Justice Committee reports that Good Shepherd will participate in hosting one of the four meals during Ramadan for our 

Muslim neighbors.  We are scheduled to host the meal on May 29 beginning at 8:38pm. 

President’s Report: Megan Buckingham 

Committees are asked to remember to go over their continuing resolutions and bring any changes to council. 

Vice President’s Report: Steve Holland 

No Report 

Secretary’s Report: Jonathon Struve 

No Report 

Treasurer’s Report: John Moeller, Steele moved and Bob Larson seconded to approve the treasurer’s report. Treasurer’s report 

approved. 

Total income year to date:  $44, 198.60 

Total expense year to date:  ($38,296.73) 

Net income year to date:      $5,899.97 

Announcements: 

Newsletter Deadline: March 22, 2018 

Next Council Meeting: April 17, 2018 7:00 pm 

Adjournment and Closing Prayer: Marty Steele moved, Steve Holland seconded a motion to adjourn at 8:50 pm. Pr. Amy Larson led 

the council in prayer to close the meeting.        ---Submitted by Jonathon Struve, Congregational Council Secretary 
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

701 Iowa Avenue 

Decorah IA 52101 

Pastor: Amy Larson 
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