
*HYMN OF LIGHT: #281 Silent Night, Holy Night!  
v. 1 in German (choir and all who wish to join) then all sing vs. 1-3 
*BLESSING (The candles are extinguished.) 
*SENDING HYMN: #290 Go Tell It on the Mountain   
*PRAYER BELL - DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. 
POSTLUDE: “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen” - English Carol 
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All are welcome at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. God makes no exceptions. In the spirit of 
Jesus Christ, we offer trust and respect to all, including those who may experience alienation, 
distrust, or rejection. We rely on the healing, unconditional love of God to shape our community in 
the name of the Good Shepherd. In keeping with our welcome, Good Shepherd is a Reconciling In 
Christ congregation, affirming our welcome to gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons to 
participate fully in the life of our congregation.  Welcome Guests! There are cards with 
information about Good Shepherd in the pew racks. Feel free to take one with you.  Guests and 
members please sign and pass the red fellowship pads in the pews.  
 

All are welcome to share in Holy Communion. Ushers will direct you to the communion line 
which forms at the back of the sanctuary and moves up to the altar rail. If you wish to have the 
Pastor serve Communion in the pew, please inform one of the ushers. The bread is gluten-free. 
Receive the bread with open hands, then dip it into either the chalice of wine or the glass goblet 
containing grape juice. Egg-free wheat wafers are available upon request. If you prefer a 
blessing, place your arms in front of your chest.  You are also welcome to remain in the pew for a 
time of reflection. 
 

Thank you for bringing children to worship tonight. It is hard work to worship with kids, but it is 
such important work that helps them and the whole church. The sound of a child in worship is the 
sound of a new Christian being formed. The presence, energy, and noise of children are most 
welcome here. If needed, an attendant is available to be with children in the nursery and activity 
bags are available there also. 
 
 

Baptismal Font in Narthex- As we remember Christ’s birth among us, the font in the narthex helps 
us to remember the new birth given in baptism. 
 
WORSHIP LEADERS and MINISTRY TEAM PARTICIPANTS - ACOLYTES: Lulu & Poppy 
Bellrichard; ASSISTING MINISTER: Amalia Vagts; COMMUNION SERVER: Jane Jakoubek; 
ALTAR GUILD: Jane Kemp and Amalia Vagts; USHERS: Chris Hick, Carolyn Solberg; 
GREETER: Linda Wolfs; ORGANIST: Brooke Joyce. 
THANK YOU TO ALL THE MUSICIANS WHO CONTRIBUTED TO TONIGHT'S SERVICE! 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
The hymns are found in the back of Evangelical Lutheran Worship (the red book in the pew.) 

Congregational responses are in bold. The congregation stands when indicated by * 
All children are invited to gather just outside the sanctuary to receive ribbons and process into worship 

during the Entrance Hymn. 
GATHERING MUSIC “Selections from "The Nutcracker" - P. Tchaikovsky” 
PRAYER BELL 
WELCOME - ANNOUNCEMENTS  
*ENTRANCE HYMN: #283 O Come, All Ye Faithful vs. 1-3 
*CHRISTMAS DIALOGUE AND GREETING 
I bring you good news of great joy for all the people. To you is born, this day, a Savior. 
Unto us, a child is born; unto us, a son is given. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
Those who lived in a land of deep darkness on them light has shined. 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace. 
Let us go now and see this thing that has taken place. 
Fear not, for Christ is with you. And also with you. Let us pray ... 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7    Response after all readings: Thanks be to God. 
HYMN: #284 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime (vs. 1 solo, congregation sings vs. 
2,4)  
SECOND READING: Titus 3:4-7 
HYMN: #270 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing vs. 1-2 
THIRD READING: Luke 2:1-7 
HYMN: #269 Once in Royal David’s City vs. 1-2  
FOURTH READING: Luke 2:8-20 
HYMN: #289 Angels We Have Heard on High vs. 1-2 (all children are invited to come up 
front to join in spontaneous bell ringing during the refrain) 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
SERMON 
*HYMN: #274 On Christmas Night v. 1: choir, v. 2: low voices, v. 3: high voices, v. 4: all 
*PRAYER: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Blessed are you, Prince of Peace. You reign with justice and mercy. 
Bring your gift of peace to all nations and peoples of the world. 
Blessed are you, Wonderful Counselor. You guide with steadfast love. 
Enliven us to bear good tidings of great joy to all people. 
Blessed are you, Emmanuel. You promise to be present always and especially among 
those who are hungry, lonely, in prison, homeless. 
Open our eyes to see you in all people and to care for all in any need.  
Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity. 
Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day. 
Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh. 
Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear your light to the 
world. 

OFFERTORY: “Noel, Sing Noel” – French Carol 
The Christmas offering will be given to Lutheran World Relief work in Syria, the Decorah Path to 
Citizenship Program to aid immigrants, and the Good Shepherd Reformation Tree Project for the 
planting of trees at Good Shepherd and in the community. 
*OFFERING SONG: #271 I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve vs. 1-3 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
*HOLY COMMUNION 
*The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: (sung to the tune of 
Angels, from the Realms of Glory) 
Holy, holy, Lord most holy, 
God of pow’r and God of might: 
heav’n and earth reveal your glory. 
Hail, hosanna, Lord of light! 
Blessed be the coming Savior. 
Hail, hosanna, Lord of light! 
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
*LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
LAMB OF GOD: (sung to the tune of O Little Town of Bethlehem) 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin 
of all the world away; 
you suffered death our lives to save: 
have mercy now, we pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin 
of all the world away; 
you set us free from guilt and grave: 
have mercy now, we pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin 
of all the world away; 
eternal peace with God you made: 
give us your peace, we pray. 
COMMUNION HYMNS: #276, #282, #294, #272, #277 
*BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
*THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES  
Jesus Christ is the Light of the word. The Light no darkness can overcome. 



(The lighted candle is never tilted, but is always held upright when giving light to another.) 
  
2016 Poinsettias  
 
In Honor of Pastor Amy Larson and her family by Elizabeth and Ed Kaschins 
 
In Memory of their parents from Reg and Jeri Laursen  
 
In Memory of Don Kemp from Jane Kemp and Anna, Russell, Maggie and Jack Norris. 
 
In Memory of their parents by Elizabeth and Ed Kaschins  
 
In Memory of Luke Thomas Anderson, grandson of Albert & Marilyn Anderson 
 
In Memory of Maynard and Mimi Aaker from Bob and Ann Naslund 
 
In Memory of Vernon, Lola and Edith Naslund from Bob and Ann Naslund 
 
In Memory of Raymond Ramsey and Ronald Ramsey from LaVerne Ramsey and 
Family 
 
In Memory of James Bakke from Cathy Bakke 
 
In Memory of Elinor & Rudolph Gerzine, Marie Starnes, Ed & Celeste McCabe, 
and Heath Mann from Theresa and Dean McCabe 
 
In Memory of Heyo & Anna Kampman from Bev Sheridan 
 
In Memory of Joan Mau from Brooke Joyce and Jennifer Self 
 
In Memory of Donna and Bud Bahr’s Parents 
 
In Honor of Bud and Donna Bahr from Michelle Ruen 
 
In Memory of Bob and Ann Lee Zalk and Sarah Nietz from Amy and Matt Larson 
 
In Memory of Paul Hasvold by the Hasvold Family 
 


