
This Good Friday service featured “The Seven Last words of Christ from the Cross” performed 
by the Good Shepherd choir, instrumentalists, and soloists.  No sermon was presented. 
 
“The Seven Last Words of Christ from the Cross” – Heinrich Schütz (1645) 
 
Introitus (Choir) 
When Jesus did on the cross endure, 
And as his body wounds did bear, 
In pain and deep affliction, 
The seven words which he then spoke, 
Keep in thy heart's affection. 
 
Sinfonia (instruments) 
 
Evangelist: And it was at about the third hour that they crucified Jesus, and He thus spoke: 
 
Jesus: Father, forgive them for they do not know what they do. 
 
Evangelist: There stood over by the cross Mary his mother; also his mother's sister Mary, 
Cleophas's wife, and Mary Magdalene. As Jesus saw his mother standing with the disciple nearby, 
whom he loved dearly, He said to his Mother: 
 
Jesus: Woman, behold him! See, now he is your son! 
 
Evangelist: And then he said to the disciple: 
 
Jesus: Behold now, John, behold your mother. 
 
Evangelist: And from that hour he took her to his own home. But one of the villains that were hung 
there with him insulted him and said: 
 
Thief on the Left (choir): If you are Christ, then save yourself and us. 
 
Evangelist: The other replied, rebuking him and saying: 
 
Thief on the Right (choir): And you, do you not fear God, you who are damned like me?  
For we, we are justly condemned and are receiving the due reward of our deeds: but this man has 
done nothing amiss. 
 
Evangelist: And he said to Jesus: 
 
Thief on the Right (choir): Lord, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
 
Evangelist: And Jesus said: 
 
Jesus: Truly I say to you; this day you shall be with me in Paradise. 
 
Evangelist (choir): And at about the ninth hour, he cried aloud, and said: 
 
Jesus: Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? 
 
Evangelist (choir): Which is interpreted: 
 
Jesus: My God, my God, why have why have you forsaken me? 



 
Evangelist: And then Jesus, knowing that now all was accomplished, that the scripture might be 
fulfilled, He said: 
 
Jesus: I thirst. 
 
Evangelist: And one of the soldiers standing near him came to him, bringing a sponge, and filled it 
with vinegar and hyssop, and put it upon a reed, and held it to his mouth and gave him to drink. 
Now when Jesus had taken the vinegar He said: 
 
Jesus: It is fulfilled. 
 
Evangelist: And once again He cried aloud and said: 
 
Jesus: Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. 
 
Evangelist (choir): And after He had spoken thus, bowing then his head, He gave up his spirit. 
 
Sinfonia (instruments) 
 
Conclusion (choir) 
Those who honor God's martyrdom and remember his seven words, 
God will love and cherish them, 
Both here on earth with bounteous grace, 
And in heaven throughout eternity. 
 
Thanks to the Good Shepherd Choir, instrumentalists, and soloists for sharing Heinrich Schütz's 
beautiful and stirring musical setting of Jesus' passion. 
Evangelist: Jonathan Struve 
Jesus: Andrew Last 
Instrumentalists: Kathryn Thompson, violin; Marty Steele, clarinet; Ray Torresdal, trombone; Jaci 
Wilkinson, cello; Kathryn Reed, organ. Musical Director: Brooke Joyce 
	  


