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Beloved of God, grace to you and peace in the name of our risen savior Jesus. 
 
What do you do when things just aren’t making sense? How do you respond when life feels out of balance for 
whatever reason? We all have days like that. Sometimes it’s because we’re not sleeping well or a decision is 
weighing on us; other times our lives have been shaken by deep loss. 
 
When things feel out of whack we sometimes feel paralyzed. But often, in those times, we feel driven to do 
something tangible, something that will produce immediate results. When things feel out of whack in my life, I 
tend to go on organizing binges. My family knows to steer clear of me when I’m attacking the clutter. Other 
times I turn to baking. They like those days better. When he’s stressed, my husband Matt cooks up a storm or 
heads out to do yard work. Sometimes we just need something tangible. It can help to get into a routine and 
just keep going without having to think too much. What do you do when things just aren’t making sense? 
 
I’m guessing that might have been what was going on in our Gospel story today for Peter. I think Peter was 

having one of those days when he declared, “I’m going fishing”. Peter and the other disciples had been on a 
huge emotional roller coaster. They’d experienced a triumphant parade into Jerusalem and all their hopes 
seemed to be realized. It looked like Jesus would save them from Roman rule; but that was followed by a 
weird week of political drama and an intimate meal where Jesus washed their feet. Then Jesus was tortured 
and died. Then he rose again and appeared to them; but he was still wounded and he didn’t stick around, he 
just kept showing up at random times. What an intense, strange time they were living through. Nothing was 
making sense.  
 
And what were they supposed to do next? They’d given up everything to follow Jesus, now what? When he 
showed up he was saying stuff about sending them as the Father had sent him, but sending them to do what? 
Nothing was clear. Seven of the disciples were gathered together again, probably pondering their next move, 
when Peter said, “I’m going fishing.” I can almost hear him saying, “to heck with all this, I’m going back to what 
I know how to do. Enough with all this fishing for people, I’m gonna get back on that boat and catch me some 
actual fish.” Of course, maybe he wasn’t trying to escape fishing for people and following Jesus, maybe he 
wanted to go back to the place where he first met Jesus in hopes of finding more clarity. 
 
Either way, Peter did the kind of thing we often do when our lives just don’t quite make sense. He went for 
the tangible, the ordinary, the routine. That’s often a really good strategy. Except, in this case, it likely didn’t 
provide Peter with any comfort because Peter and his friends fished all night long and had nothing to show for 
themselves - no tangible results. They’d finally taken some action and gone to do something and all their 
efforts proved to be futile. In addition to immense frustration and hunger pangs, this likely raised some 
serious doubts about their future prospects. I mean, things had gotten confusing with Jesus but there was 
always fishing. Fishing could be their fall back plan, and now even that wasn't working out.   
 
But then Jesus showed up. Jesus met them in the midst of the routine, the ordinary, the tangible - while they 
were out fishing. He even gave them fishing advice, great advice, because suddenly they had more fish then 
they knew what to do with. Then Jesus made them breakfast and gave Peter a new purpose - “feed my 



sheep.” When Jesus showed up, scarcity became abundance, despair became hope and futility turned into 
new purpose for Peter. This is what Jesus does, this is what Jesus did for Peter, it is what Jesus does for us. 
Jesus shows up and brings abundant life. 
 
The good news of the resurrection is that death could not contain Jesus and now he meets us where we are - 
in the midst of the ordinary, the routine, and the tangible - to give us purpose and hope. Jesus is alive and 
present in our everyday lives - in the clutter, in the kitchen, out in the yard, on the fishing boat. He meets us 
there. Often we don’t recognize Jesus; Peter didn’t recognize Jesus there on the shore at first. Resurrection 
means Jesus cannot be contained by death or time. Jesus cannot be contained and now he meets us, too, 
amidst the confusing realities of our lives to give us the same gifts he gave Peter - abundance, hope and 
purpose. 
 
It isn’t up to us to make sense of our lives, to produce results, to figure out what to do next. Instead, we each 
are given new purpose - to be part of God’s work in the world. God’s work in the world is to bring life, provide 
abundantly and feed sheep. And God calls each of us to be part of that work in the midst of our daily lives.  
The charge that Jesus gave to Peter has now been given to the whole church: we are to feed all God’s people 
with love, hope, food, shelter, and care. 
 
Sometimes that will mean routine work, sometimes we’ll be doing tangible things, sometimes there will be 
long nights that will feel futile and grueling, often we won’t see any results. Sometimes we’ll do things that 
seem very religious; most times we’ll be carrying out all the various roles, jobs and tasks of our daily lives with 
love and compassion. Regardless of our tasks, all of us in Christ have new purpose. We are to be part of God’s 

work of bringing life and feeding God’s people. Sometimes we will enjoy the work. Sometimes it will involve 

doing things we don’t want to do and going places we don’t want to go, as Jesus said to Peter. Yet in all that 
we do we can trust that Jesus is alive and present in the midst of our ordinary days. He meets us and gives us 
the abundant joy that comes from living out God’s purposes no matter the task. Jesus meets us here and he 
meets us out and about in the world to work abundance, hope and purpose for us, for the sake of the world. 
 
Let’s take a few moments to rest in the hope and abundance God gives us and to remember our call to go and 
feed God’s sheep. 
 
 
Amen.  


