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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
A Reconciling In Christ Congregation
We are God’s People and the Sheep of God’s Pasture… Psalm 100:3
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Words from Pastor Larson
Beloved of God,
This month I am feeling so very grateful for so much at Good Shepherd and in my own life. I’m grateful for:
•

the Space Exploration Task Force. They are having good conversations with Good Shepherd standing
committee members, staff members, and other leaders about our space, our values and the needs we
have for our space.

•

everyone who is working to address the black mold we discovered in my office. The mold played a major
role in my respiratory problems this spring and last spring. It will be so good to have it removed.

•

a good synod assembly. I chaired the Elections Committee.

•

good action at the assembly. Together with members from First Lutheran, Good Shepherd brought a
resolution to form an AMMPARO network in our synod. AMMPARO stands for Accompanying Migrant
Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. This resolution was approved.
Paul Edison-Swift of First Lutheran will coordinate the network.

•

Kids Lunch Club which is in its second year under the capable leadership of our own Kathryn Thompson.
Sign up to help at kidslunchclub.org

•

the Ramadan meals at the UMC in Decorah. These gatherings were a great way to be in community with
our Muslim and Christian neighbors in Decorah.

•

a good vacation at Yellowstone National Park with our dear friends the Nietzes. Sarah Nietz, my closest
friend, died last August. It was a gift to make new memories with her husband and children.

•

an upcoming trip to Ireland with my husband Matt’s family. His parents are taking their kids and
grandkids to Ireland to celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary. I hate to miss two more Sundays but
I’m grateful for the opportunity to take this trip.

•

Pastor Marion, Brooke Joyce and Jenny Werner who are so capably carrying out ministry with me and in
my absence and Steve McCarger who is doing a great job as our custodian.

•

this wonderful congregation with so many gifted servants and leaders, new members, and guests.

I am grateful for each of you. I hope you have a restful month of July!
Peace,
Pastor Amy
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Worship Notes
THE THANKFUL BRASS PRESENT AN INDEPENDENCE DAY CONCERT ON SUNDAY, JULY 2
A warm Good Shepherd welcome to members of The Thankful Brass from Spring Grove and the
surrounding area as they join the Good Shepherd Band to play for worship. Be sure to join us for a joint
half-hour mini-concert at 11 a.m. of fun patriotic and “Americana” music to put you in the mood for your
July 4 celebration. The two groups first rehearsed together last Tuesday, and will be directed by Brooke
Joyce.
The Thankful Brass is a 5 member brass group that has played together for approximately 10 years. Started
by Fred Arnold, retired band director and dairy farmer, The Thankful Brass performs at church services and
community celebrations in the area, and also appears regularly with the Luren Singers and in Trinity
Lutheran Church Christmas concerts in Spring Grove. Good Shepherd Band member Dan Raney is a sub
with the group.

July Scriptures
** will use alternate Texts for worship

Sunday, July 2
4th Sunday
after Pentecost

Jeremiah 28:5-9
The test of a true
prophet

Sunday, July 9
5th Sunday
after Pentecost

Zechariah 9:9-12
The king will
come in humility
and peace

Sunday, July 16
6th Sunday
after Pentecost
**Tom Buresh
preaching
Sunday, July 23
7th Sunday
after Pentecost

Isaiah 55:10-13
The growth of
the word to
accomplish God’s
purpose
Isaiah 44:6-8
There is no other
God than the
Lord

Sunday, July 30
8th Sunday
after Pentecost

1 Kings 3:5-12
Solomon’s prayer
for wisdom

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18
Your love, O Lord,
forever will I sing.
(Ps. 89:1)
Psalm 145:8-14
The Lord is gracious
and full of
compassion.
(Ps. 145:8)
Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13
Your paths overflow
with plenty.
(Ps. 65:11)

Romans 6:12-23
No longer under
law but under
grace
Romans 7:15-25a
The struggle
within the self

Matthew 10:40-42
Welcome Christ in those
he sends

Romans 8:1-11
Live according to
the Spirit

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
The parable of the sower
and the seed

Psalm 86:11-17
Teach me your way,
O Lord, and I will
walk in your truth.
(Ps. 86:11)
Psalm 119:129-136
When your word is
opened, it gives light
and understanding.
(Ps. 119:130)

Romans 8:12-25
The revealing of
the children of
God

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
The parable of the weeds

Romans 8:26-39
Nothing can
separate us from
God’s love

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
Parables of the reign of
heaven
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Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
The yoke of discipleship
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2017 Third Quarter Ministry Team
Jon Ailabouni

Rachel Faldet

David Lester

Kate Ailabouni

Lois Finanger

Jon Lund

Jerry Aulwes

Mark Finanger

Beverly Nelson

JoAnn Aulwes

Marie Freerking

Corinne Nelson

Donna Bahr

Russ Freerking

Harland Nelson

Dennis Barnaal

Nate Furler

Anna Norris

Doris Barnaal

Tabita Green

Lyle Otte

Barb Berg

Carol Hasvold

Trudy Peterson

Don Berg

Claude Hayes

LaVerne Ramsey

Erik Berg

Harriet Hayes

Loyal Rue

Tom Buresh

Chris Hick

Marilyn Rue

Connie Buresh

Charilyn Hover

Judy Schoel

Jennifer Cantine

Ed Hover

Tim Schoel

Janeen Christy

Jerrine Jacobsen

David Shaffer

Jon Christy

Karl Jacobsen

Rebecca Shaffer

Heather Cote

Jane Jakoubek

Carolyn Solberg

Dustin Cote

Beth Jones

Jane Suntken

Naomi Craft

Dave Judisch

Kristin Swanson

Wanda Deifelt

Gail Judisch

Matt Tapscott

Sharon Drew

Haldis Kaasa

Amalia Vagts

Karla Erdman

Jane Kemp

Linda Wolfs

Lindsay Erdman

Wendy Kjome

Glendalu Wuest

David Faldet

Diane Kruse

Richard Wuest

All members are asked to sign up for two slots in each quarter. Please Sign up online at http://
www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c48abaf2ea2f49-good/31119942 or through the link on our web page
under Ministry Team tab, or on your next visit to church.
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July 2017 Ministry Teams
DATE

LITURGY

USHER
* Head Usher

FELLOWSHIP *Coordinator
(F) Food Only

Sunday, July 2
Broadcast
Live 9:30 a.m.

Asst. Minister:
Jane Jakoubek

1.* Russ Freerking
2. Tim Schoel

1.* Judy Schoel
2. Marie Freerking
3. Jerrine Jacobsen
4. Elizabeth Kaschins

Sunday, July 9
Broadcast
Live 9:30 a.m.

Sunday, July 16
Broadcast
Live 9:30 a.m.

Sunday, July 23
Broadcast
Live 9:30 a.m.

Sunday, July 30
Broadcast
Live 9:30 a.m.

Communion Server:
Carol Hasvold
Cantor: Reg Laursen
Asst. Minister:
Janeen Christy

Greeter: Karl Jacobsen
Acolyte: Keegan Joyce

1.* Russ Freerking
2. Richard Wuest

Communion Server:
Jerrine Jacobsen

Greeter: Karl Jacobsen

Cantor: Daniel Raney

Acolyte: Jack Norris

Asst. Minister: Jane Kemp

1.* Linda Wolfs
2. Chris Hick

Communion Server:
Jon Ailabouni

Cantor: Kate Narveson

Greeter: Don Berg
Acolyte: Don Berg

Asst. Minister:
Jon Ailabouni

1.* Linda Wolfs
2. Chris Hick

Communion Server:
Dennis Barnaal
Cantor:
Megan Buckingham
Asst. Minister:
Harland Nelson

Greeter: Erik Berg

1. *Joyce Epperly
2. Marie Freerking
3. Naomi Craft
4. Glenda Wuest

1. *Carol Hasvold
2. Charilyn Hover
3. Gail Judisch
4. Barbara Berg
1.*Tapscotts
2. Gail Judisch
3. Naomi Craft
4. Marilyn Rue

Acolyte: Keegan Joyce
1.*Dennis Barnaal
2. Jerry Auwles

Communion Server:
Jane Jakoubek

Greeter: Amalia Vagts

Cantor: Jonathon Struve

Acolyte: Keegan Joyce

1.*
2. Diane Kruse
3. JoAnn Aulwes
4. Corinne Nelson

July Altar Guild:
July 2 - Charilyn Hover, Jane Kemp, July 9 - Linda Wolfs, Chris Hick, July 16 - Kim Kavan, Barbara Berg,
July 23 - Bob Larson, Ann Naslund, July 30 – Jerrine & Karl Jacobsen, Elizabeth Kaschins.
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Good Shepherd Announcements
THANK YOU GOOD SHEPHERD! With your generous
support I have been able to reach my fundraising
goal for my volunteer trip to Thailand in July. Upon
my return, I would like to do an adult forum to share
my experience. Thank you. - Natalie Tapscott

goodshepherddecorah.courtyardapp.com or call the
church office for the details on these changes.

THANK YOU FROM THE FAMILY OF DIANE
KVAMME. Dear GS Family, Thank you so much for all
your help and support during this difficult time.
A NOTE OF GRATITUDE TO GOOD SHEPHERD,
Everything was wonderful! We don’t want to forget
We are deeply grateful for the sending, prayers,
anyone so even if you think your job was minor, it
support, and kindness extended to us in this time of helped ease our stress. Thanx again, The Kvamme
transition to Dubuque for seminary. Farewells can be Kids.
difficult, but we are confident of God's presence in
ELCA ADVOCACY NETWORK - Did you know that the
this new chapter, and strengthened through the
ELCA has an office in Washington D.C.? You can keep
abiding joy we've found as members of Good
up with our church’s public policy work and
Shepherd. The community and ministries of this
participate in advocacy by joining the ELCA Advocacy
congregation are held in our thoughts and prayers.
We'll certainly keep in touch with updates, and we'll Network at www.elca.org/Our-Work/PubliclyEngaged-Church/Advocacy. Recent initiatives include
visit as often as we can!
Central America Priorities; Paris Accord and Climate
Your brother and sister in Christ, Daniel & Allie
Change; Health Care Reform; and Budget Proposals
Grainger
that affect the most vulnerable members of society.
NOTICE OF NEW ADDRESSES:
DECORAH JUNIOR GIRL SCOUT TROOP 6336 will be
Amalia Vagts and Davis Lester
collecting new or good used school supplies from July
Allie and Daniel Grainger
1-31, 2017.Please deposit in the box outside
Agnes Hjelle
Fellowship Hall. These will be distributed by NEICAC.
Please consult the online directory:
From: Mary Beth Oyebade <oyebades@yahoo.com>
Date: Wed, Jun 7, 2017 at 2:09 PM
Dear Pastor Amy-You have probably been notified by ELCA that my service is coming to an end this summer.
Although Global Mission has affirmed the work that we do in Nigeria, they said that it does not align
enough with their own mission priorities. They want their missionaries to be working more directly with the
local Lutheran church in the country so they decided to phase my position out.
They let me know about this decision in 2016, and I appreciate the long lead-in that they gave us for making
this transition. Although my service officially ends July 31, they will continue paying me for 6 months after
that.
We are on our way to the U.S. right now for 2 months of home service. We have made up our minds that
we're going back to Nigeria. We are too involved in ministry there in order to leave it at this time. We will
head back to Nigeria at the beginning of August.
I assume that Global Mission will ask your congregation to support another ELCA missionary.
We are looking into various mission agencies to partner with for our future support. We still have a little
time to pull that together. I have accepted a part-time teaching position at our children's school which will
help defray their school fees.
We are sincerely grateful to Good Shepherd for your financial support via the ELCA for years. We also
appreciate the love and concern that you have shown our family.
We are confident that God will see us through this transition time. Blessings, Mary Beth
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Good Shepherd’s Krumkake Demonstration/Sale at Nordic Fest
In just 3 ½ weeks, Decorah will be celebrating its Norwegian heritage with the 51st
anniversary of Nordic Fest (and the invasion of thousands of bikers). Good Shepherd will
also be preparing for their annual Krumkake Fest!

Planned by WELCA, the Krumkake demonstration and sale is an all-congregation event.
Although this project is a fundraising event we’ve found that it is a wonderful fellowship
opportunity for all (families, men, women and children) working together baking,
demonstrating and selling those little cone-shaped cookies. Last year 63 individuals,
working a total 350 hours on various aspects of this project, shared in making this a
successful project (some of these folks worked 2-3 shifts!). All ages are invited to
participate and no experience is necessary. This year we will also have our Krumkake
available for RAGBRAI coming through town on Friday. We are anticipating a large turnout
so will be needing more participation from our members.
Preparing Krumkake batter at home
Recipe & plastic container furnished. Containers and recipes are on the table in Narthex.
Please bring your batter to the church the week of July 18.
Baking
9 sessions are planned at church, or you may want to bake at home or with a friend in
your home. Come when you can and work only as long as you want. Bakers and rollers
can sit down while working. If you are new to the Krumkake baking experience, we will
teach you (very easy to learn).
Selling at the Booth
(3 hour shifts, stools available for sitting down)
Demonstrating during Fest
(2 ½ hour shifts in lobby)
As you see, there are several volunteer opportunities to choose from. Look for sign-up
sheets for the various tasks on the table in the Narthex and also online with the SignUp
Genius.
If you have questions, contact Doris Barnaal, Ann Naslund, Bev Sheridan or Carrie Solberg.
P.S. Through the years we have worn out some of Good Shepherd’s Krumkake irons and
are now interested in purchasing a used iron in good condition.
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BAKING DATES
Monday, July 17: 8:30 am & 1:30 pm
Tuesday, July 18: 8:30 am & 6:30 pm
Wednesday, July 19: 8:30 am & 1:30 pm
Thursday, July 20: 6:30 pm
Monday, July 24: 8:30 am & 1:30 pm

BOOTH SHIFTS
Thurs. eve, Friday all day & eve, Saturday all day & eve

DEMONSTRATING – all day Friday & Saturday
* * * (If you cannot work an entire shift, indicate what times you would be available.) * * *

JULY IS HERE AND SO IS NORDIC FEST (and RAGBRAI). This will be a challenging time for us as we prepare
for our Krumkake demonstration and sale. All Good Shepherd members will be needed as we prepare for
this week. We will again be baking the two weeks before the Fest at the church. Sign-up sheets are
available on the table in the church narthex. Volunteers are also needed to work the booth and for
demonstration purposes. All ages are welcome-there is a place for you at Nordic Fest!
WOMEN OF THE ELCA’S TENTH TRIENNIAL GATHERING will be held July 13-16, 2017 in Minneapolis.
Because the Tenth Triennial Gathering falls during the observance of the 500 th anniversary of the Protestant
Reformation, the theme resonates with reformation and transformation. Participants will explore ways in
which the Holy Spirit changes us, acknowledging that reformation and transformation have happened and
continue to happen with the faith-filled community of women known as Women of the ELCA. Beverly
Nelson and Beverly Sheridan are planning on attending the gathering. Thank you to everyone for supporting
these women in their faith journey. Even if you cannot attend, there are still many ways to give. Triennial inkind gifts include hygiene items: hand soap, shampoos, conditioners, toothbrushes, toothpaste, etc. If you
wish to donate an in-kind gift, please give them to Bev Nelson or Bev Sheridan to take to the Gathering.
We have been asked to help provide a hearty snack for our Vacation Bible School in August. I am in need of
a couple of people to coordinate this project. We will be asking for food donations from congregation
members and also someone to help serve the snack from 5-5:30 before VBS begins. If you would like to help
with this project, contact Bev Sheridan at 382-9025.
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GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

CONGREGATION COUNCIL MINUTES, June 20, 2017, 7 P.M.
Present: Pr. Amy Larson, Jim Fritz, Megan Buckingham, John Moeller, Anna Norris, Lise Kildegaard, Luther Snow,
Amalia Vagts, Reg Laursen and Jeri Laursen.
Preparing our Hearts and Minds to Serve
Devotions were given by Reg Laursen.
Approval of Minutes of March Council meeting: R. Laursen moved, Buckingham seconded to approve the
minutes as printed in the June newsletter; passed.
Adoption of the Council meeting Agenda: J. Laursen moved, Vagts seconded to adopt the agenda; passed.
Old Business:
Committees were asked to turn in hard copy and digital copy of revisions to their Committee Continuing
Resolutions.
Property and Management: Reg Laursen (moved up in the agenda so Laursen could go work on the roof)
Laursen went over the revisions they made in their Continuing Resolutions.
Kinderhaus Proposal: Kinderhaus is currently paying $320 monthly rent. They propose to increase that to $575
monthly when they increase their school hours to 3:00 in the fall. R. Laursen moved on behalf of the committee
to accept their proposal, no 2nd needed; passed. Kinderhaus also requested a summer camp August 14-18 and
will pay $75 for the use of the building. Laursen moved on behalf of the committee to approve their request, no
2nd is needed. They will be outside but if the weather is unbearable they may have to use the Fellowship Hall.
Pr. Amy noted that funerals take precedence over the Fellowship space. Passed.
Solar is ready to go. One tree will need to be removed by the building as it shades the solar in the late
afternoon.
Additional push button locks have been put on the Sacristy and Room 1.
Moss Roofing will begin the reroofing project this week. Pr. Amy has temporarily moved out of her office to the
Music Room as major renovation will be taking place in her office ceiling. R. Laursen moved that we go to
Decorah Bank and Trust to secure a short term loan up to the amount of $30,000 to pay bills associated with the
roofing and Pr. Amy’s office repair. Buckingham seconded; passed.
New Business:
Vagts brought to the Council a motion from the Stewardship Committee recommending the Council invite a
presentation from GSB Fundraising about their Stewardship for All Seasons stewardship program. The idea is
that this could be an approach instead of a possible capital campaign. After discussion regarding this motion
Snow amended the committee’s motion to request a presentation from GSB to the Council to show the pros and
cons between Stewardship and Capital campaigns. Buckingham seconded; passed, Vagts abstained. GSB is
available to Skype with the Council on July 20 at 7:00. This will be a single item agenda.
Fellowship Coffee: We have been selling LWR Fair Trade Coffee for 15 years. LWR is no longer using that coffee
so the committee would like to discontinue ordering from them. Snow requested that our Administrative
Assistant order coffee for Fellowship Hour taking social responsibility into account. Buckingham seconded;
passed. Fritz will look into a couple possible places to order coffee. Kildegaard will send a Thank You card to
Marty Steele and LWR on behalf of the Council.
Recurring Work of the Body – Committees, Pastor, and Officer Reports (continued on page 10)
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Education: Anna Norris
The committee is working on background checks for those working with children, Bob Felde is editing the
children’s safety policy and three people have been approved as drivers. The Education Committee and the staff
passed background checks, Heather Cote and Anna Norris have also passed the background checks for drivers.
Evangelism: Lise Kildegaard
The committee has been active. Their next meeting will the Thursday, June 22. They are working on a Nursery
update.
Stewardship: Amalia Vagts
The committee continues their work on congregational outreach, stewardship and updating the congregation
about the Ministry Teams.
Worship and Music: Luther Snow
The committee is instituting separate Lector/Assistant Minister roles in worship beginning in October. They are
beginning to think about the possibility of a second Sunday morning worship service. This service would be
identical to the current service.
Pastor’s Report: Pr. Amy
Pr. Amy served on the 2017 Synod Assembly Planning Committee and chaired the elections committee. She
thanked Jim Fritz, Jane Kemp and Jonathon Struve for serving on the committee. She worked with our social
justice sub-committee and people from First Lutheran to bring a resolution about AMMPARO (Accompanying
Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities). The resolution was to create an
AMMPARO network in our synod. It was approved by the assembly. Pr. Amy reported that she has moved to
the Music Room temporarily as her office is being worked on to get rid of the black mold.
Assistant Pastor’s Report: Pr. Marion Pruitt-Jefferson submitted a report to the Council.
President: Jim Fritz gave a brief report about the Synod Assembly presentation.
Vice President: Megan Buckingham
The SET committee has been meeting regularly, has done training and is setting up conversations with various
groups of the church. They will share results with the Council. Their plan is to do an Adult Forum in September
to share feedback.
Treasurer’s Report: John Moeller
Moeller asked where the extra money for Flood Buckets should go. Buckingham moved to give remaining
money to Lutheran Services in Iowa. Kildegaard seconded; passed.
As of 5/31/2017:
Monthly Income: $20,561.13

2017 YTD Income: $92,517.86

Monthly Expense: ($16,854.32)
Net for Month:

$3,706.81

2017 YTD Expense: ($84,242.02)
2017 YTD Net:

$8,275.84

Snow moved to approve the Treasurer’s report, Vagts seconded; approved.
Announcements:
July Newsletter Deadline: June 22, 2017
Next Council meeting: Thursday, July 20, 2017.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 with the Lord’s Prayer.
Submitted by Jeri Laursen, Congregation Secretary
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