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WORDS FROM PASTOR LARSON
Dear Good Shepherd,
What a full month we have just had as we marked the season of Advent and shared in Christmas celebrations! Even with
harsh winter weather each Sunday in December, we still managed to gather to receive and share the good news of Jesus.
We had wonderful Wednesday evening worship during Advent and then many went out to supper following worship.
(Watch for more of these informal opportunities for fellowship in the year ahead coordinated by the Evangelism
Committee. They’ll be called Good Shepherd Plus events. Anyone who is free will be invited to go with other Good
Shepherd folks to a concert, a play, a sporting event, etc. and invite friends.) When we had to cancel worship on
December 18 due to extreme cold, the band and choir still got out to share music with the residents of Wellington Place.
The Sunday School Christmas program was rescheduled and brought hope on the longest night of the year. Christmas Eve
worship was so joyful and Christmas Day worship was warm and cozy amidst ice and freezing rain. Thank you to everyone
who coordinated, led and participated in these events. Well done! A special thank you to the council and the executive
committee for all your extra work during this month as well.
As we approach the end of the Christmas season on January 6th, the Day of Epiphany, this litany by Howard Thurman calls
us to the work of Christmas:
When the song of the angels is stilled,
when the star in the sky is gone,
when the kings and princes are home,
when the shepherds are back with their flocks,
the work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost,
to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry,
to release the prisoner,
to rebuild the nations,
to bring peace among the people,
to make music in the heart.
In the days ahead, our Epiphany Prayer Journey will provide us good guidance and nourishment for this work. (See more
in this issue of the newsletter.) We’ll also be preparing to share in the White Privilege: Let’s Talk conversations that will
begin in Decorah with a kickoff at Good Shepherd on February 2 at 7pm. We will strengthen Good Shepherd’s partnership
with Path to Citizenship, a northeast Iowa organization whose mission is to aid people who need help navigating the
complicated path to legal status. We will communicate about more ways for members to volunteer and support this
organization. We will also be hosting another Certified Nurse Aide Course at Good Shepherd this month. A graduation
celebration will be January 24 at 12:30 p.m.; let me know if you can help with this.
God has come to live with us. This is good news of great joy for all people. This good news gives us what we need for the
work of Christmas.
Peace, Pastor Amy

WORSHIP NOTES
EPIPHANY PRAYER JOURNEY
The season of Epiphany invites us to listen to God’s word to us for the coming year. We can replace New
Year’s Resolutions with intentions for the year ahead, intentions that grow out of listening to God’s word to
each of us. This coming January, Good Shepherd will offer us a chance to take a prayer journey together.
This journey will include an ancient form of prayer, Lectio Divina (which means holy reading). Lectio Divina
helps us listen and respond to God’s invitation to each of us for the new year.
Five Wednesdays in Epiphany at 6:00pm (January 4-Feburary 1).
January 4, 2017, at 6:00 pm, Looking to Epiphany Worship Service in the Sanctuary
We’ll reflect on how God’s Word can guide us in the year ahead.
January 11, 2017, at 6:00, pm, in the Fellowship Hall
Guidance for Lectio Divina with Pastor Amy.
January 18 & 25 and February 1, 2017, at 6:00 pm
Lectio Divina prayer and small group sharing led by Jane Jakoubek.

Sunday, January 1
First Sunday of
Christmas

Isaiah 63:7-9
Israel saved by
God’s own
presence
Sunday, January 8 Isaiah 42:1-9
Baptism of Our Lord The servant of the
LORD brings
justice
Sunday, January 15 Isaiah 49:1-7
Second Sunday
The servant brings
after Epiphany
light to the
nations
Sunday, January 22 Isaiah 9:1-4
Third Sunday after
Light shines for
Epiphany
those in darkness
Sunday, January 29 Micah 6:1-8
Fourth Sunday after The offering of
Epiphany
justice, kindness,
humility

Psalm 148
The splendor of
the LORD is over
earth and heaven
Psalm 29
The voice of the
LORD is upon the
waters
Psalm 40:1-11
I love to do your
will, O my God

Hebrews 2:10-18
Christ shares flesh and
blood to free humankind

Matthew 2:13-23
The slaughter of
innocent children

Acts 10:34-43
Jesus’ ministry after his
baptism

Psalm 27:1, 4-9
The LORD is my
light and my
salvation
Psalm 15
LORD, who may
abide upon your
holy hill?

1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Appeal for unity in the
gospel

Matthew 3:13-17
Revelation of
Christ as God’s
servant
John 1:29-42
Revelation of
Christ as the Lamb
of God
Matthew 4:12-23
Revelation of
Christ as a prophet

1 Corinthians 1:1-9
Paul’s greeting to the
church at Corinth

1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Christ crucified, the
wisdom and power of
God

Matthew 5:1-12
The teaching of
Christ: Beatitudes

January 2017 Ministry Teams Schedule
DATE

LITURGY/WORSHIP

USHER
*Head Usher

FELLOWSHIP
*Coordinator, (F) only bring
food

Sunday, January 1
BROADCAST

Asst. Minister:
Carol Hasvold

1.* Sharon Drew

1.* Elizabeth Kaschins

2. Karl Jacobsen

2. Carol Hasvold

Communion Server:
Jerrine Jacobsen

Greeter:

3. Lindy Moeller

Elizabeth Kaschins

4. Jennifer Self (F)

Cantor: None

Acolyte:

Wednesday, Jan. 4
Epiphany Service
6 p.m.

Asst. Minister: Don Berg

1. Sara Hanssen

Sunday, January 8

Asst. Minister:
Carol Hasvold

1.* Joanne Ylvisaker

1.* Carol Hasvold

2. Richard Ylvisaker

2. Teresa McCabe

Communion Server:
Jerrine Jacobsen

Greeter:

3. Dean McCabe

Acolyte:

4. Liz Fritz (F)

Asst. Minister:
Pam Torresdal

1. *Dan Bellrichard

1. *Dan Bellrichard

2. Ed Epperly

2. Linda Wolfs

Communion Server:
Jim Buzza

Greeter: Jerrine Jacobsen

3. Chris Hick

Acolyte: Lulu & Poppy

4. Kathy Buzza

Asst. Minister:
Karl Jacobsen

1.*Linda Wolfs

1.* Joyce Epperly

2. Chris Hick

2. Ed Epperly

Communion Server:
Pam Torresdal

Greeter: Doris Barnaal

3. Norma Refsal

Acolyte:

4. Harley Refsal

Asst. Minister: Ruth Bruce

1.* Joyce Epperly

1.* Ruth Bruce

Communion Server:
Linda Wolfs

2. Jerry Bruce

2. Jerry Bruce

Greeter: Sharon Rendack

3. Joanne Auwles

Cantor: Kate Narveson

Acolyte:

4. Jerry Auwles

Cantor:
Megan Buckingham
Sunday, January 15

Cantor: Jason Rausch
Sunday, January 22
BROADCAST

Cantor: Daniel Raney
Sunday, January 29

January Altar Guild: Marilyn Anderson, Jane Kemp, and Jeri Laursen

GOOD SHEPHERD ANNOUNCEMENTS
INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY: Pastor Amy and
the Council President will make the final decision to
decide when church services and events are
canceled due to extreme weather conditions. The
congregation will be notified by email and notices
posted on the Good Shepherd website, Facebook
and Google+ pages. Notices will also be sent to
area media outlets including KDEC, KVIK,
decorahnews.com, KWWL, and KCRG.
THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION
will be Sunday, January 29, following worship in
the Fellowship Hall. We will be voting on
Constitutional changes. These changes were
emailed out last week (Please check your inbox).
They were mailed to those without email. Annual
Reports are due in the office by January 10th.
There will be two meetings to discuss the budget in
advance of the annual meeting: Sunday, January 8
and Sunday, January 15 at 10:45 a.m.
SPECIAL EVENTS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: There are
two special events in the first quarter that need
volunteers. January 17, for Wellington Bingo and
on February 7, for the URIC Rostered Leaders
Gathering. Please sign up to help at these events
next time you visit church.
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: For the past eleven
years, members of the Good Shepherd Prayer
Shawl Ministry have created and distributed
hundreds of shawls, lap blankets, and afghans to
church members and others in the wider
community who desire this symbol of God's
presence in their lives. For several years we
received a stipend from WELCA to help defray the
cost of yarn. Currently those crafting the items
bear that expense.
Recently, through the efforts of Sharon Rendack,
we earned a $250 Thrivent Gift Card to be applied
to yarn purchases. We appreciate that assistance

and look forward to knitting and crocheting many
more items. If you know of someone who would
benefit from receiving a Prayer Shawl please share
the name with Ruth Bruce or Jenny Werner in the
church office.
EDUCATION COMMITTEE THANKS YOU: The
Education Committee would like to thank everyone
who attended this year's Christmas program. Our
children and youth really enjoyed working together
to share the Christmas story and music with our
church family, and it was wonderful to have
sandwiches and cookies together following the
program. Sunday School will resume on January
8th with our study of the Four Friends.
WEEKLY NEWS UPDATE TO BEGIN FEBRUARY 1: An
electronic weekly news update will be sent to all
members with an email address starting February
1. The news update will be a supplement to the
monthly newsletter, "The Shepherd's Voice." It will
be sent mid-week to remind people about Ministry
Team responsibilities for the week ahead and to
emphasize significant news items. All members
automatically signed up to receive "The Shepherd's
Voice" will receive the weekly news update.
CONCERT AT GOOD SHEPHERD: Tara Priolo,
soprano, will perform in the Sanctuary on Saturday,
January 7 at 7 P.M. with Clara Byom assisting on
the piano. Donations will be accepted at
Intermission.
DIRECTORY UPDATES:
Laverne & David Ramsey
Rachel Vagts
Please see online directory or contact church office
for new addresses
FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: JANUARY 19

2017 Good Shepherd Annual Meeting
Notice to voting members of the Congregation:
The Congregation Council recommends that the congregation vote to remove the following language from
the constitution:
C13.04. A Ministerial Support Committee of three voting members shall be nominated jointly by the
president of the congregation and the pastor and elected by the Congregation Council. The suggested terms of
office shall be for three years with the necessary number elected each year. Members may be re-elected at the
end of their term.
(This change requires a majority vote of those present and voting at the 2017 annual meeting and ratification
by a two-thirds majority of those present and voting at the 2018 annual meeting. It makes official a practice
that has been piloted this year.)
The Congregation Council recommends that congregation enact the following two continuing resolutions:
C13.04. #1
The Executive Committee of the Congregation consisting of the Pastor, President, Vice President, Secretary,
and Treasurer shall oversee all personnel matters. The committee shall hold conversations with all staff
annually, and conduct a formal review of all staff every three years. The Executive Committee shall fulfill the
duties of a Mutual Ministry Committee.
C12.01 #1
The Congregation Council may remove a council member by two-thirds vote for good cause, including
nonfeasance or malfeasance in office. A Congregation Council member may be temporarily removed if
arrested or indicted for an alleged crime involving theft, fraud, or moral turpitude, and such temporary
removal can be accomplished by telephone vote if necessary to protect important interests of the church. A
Congregation Council member may be permanently removed if adjudicated guilty of such a crime by a judicial
authority, or may be removed without a prior conviction if the Congregation Council makes a determination
that such criminal proceedings create a significant interference with the proper performance of the
Congregation Council member's duties or if removal of the Congregation Council member is necessary to
protect the interests of the church or any of its members.
(Continuing resolutions can be enacted by a majority vote of those present and voting at a meeting of the
congregation or a two-thirds vote of the Congregation Council.)
Finally, because many members of the congregation travel in January, the Congregation Council recommends
a change to the bylaws regarding the date of the annual meeting to read:
C10.01.01 The annual meeting of the congregation shall be held the first Sunday in February.
(A bylaw change requires a majority vote of those present and voting at a congregational meeting.)

WELCA
If you have not sent in your updated hostess information for next year, please get it in to Jenny as soon as possible.

Our Annual January brunch will be held Saturday January 28 in the fellowship hall. We will gather at 9:30 for
brunch, followed by a business meeting and program (to be announced in the church bulletin). CLA circle will
be our hostesses.
Women of the ELCA’s Tenth Triennial Gathering will be held July 13-16, 2017 in Minneapolis. We’ll gather
under the theme “All Anew”, inviting every woman to explore personal and communal transformation.
Through Bible study, worship, learning opportunities, song, film and art, we’ll dig into our gathering verses and
explore what it means to become All Anew and how we can carry our transformation into a world that seeks
renewal. With our sisters, we will experience not only the power of the Holy Spirit, but the power of women
gathered. The Gathering will never be closer for us than it will be in 2017. Early-bird registration of $310 has
been extended through January 6; after that, registration is $350. Register at welcatg.org or send an email to
women.elca@elca.org for a registration packet (more to come in the following months).
Ten Good Reasons to attend the Tenth Triennial Gathering
10. Hear the Gathering choir raise the roof with our All Anew theme hymn, “Gracious Spirit, Heed Our
Pleading.”
9. Worship together with thousands of Lutheran women.
8. Bring home a tote bag full of fresh new ideas for ministry and action.
7. You’ll be refreshed and renewed by gathering with thousands of other women who share our faith.
6. You’ll meet so many of your favorite authors all in one place.
JANUARY CIRCLE SCHEDULE:
1/3 - Mary Circle – 4:00 p.m. Jane Jakoubek hosts
1/24 - CLA Circle – 7:00 p.m. Lindy Moeller hosts
Anna and Miriam Circle schedules for 2017 had not been submitted at the time of this publication.
2016 Poinsettias Gifts
In Honor of Pastor Amy Larson and her family by Elizabeth and Ed Kaschins
In Memory of Aage & Esther Jorgensen, Jeri’s brother, Allan and Carl & Lillian Laursen from Reg and Jeri Laursen
In Memory of Don Kemp from Jane Kemp and Anna, Russell, Maggie and Jack Norris.
In Memory of their parents by Elizabeth and Ed Kaschins
In Memory of Luke Thomas Anderson, grandson of Albert & Marilyn Anderson
In Memory of Maynard and Mimi Aaker from Bob and Ann Naslund
In Memory of Vernon, Lola and Edith Naslund from Bob and Ann Naslund
In Memory of Raymond Ramsey and Ronald Ramsey from LaVerne Ramsey and Family
In Memory of James Bakke from Cathy Bakke
In Memory of Elinor & Rudolph Gerzine, Marie Starnes, Ed & Celeste McCabe, and Heath Mann from Theresa and Dean
McCabe
In Memory of Heyo & Anna Kampman from Bev Sheridan
In Memory of Joan Mau from Brooke Joyce and Jennifer Self
In Memory of Donna and Bud Bahr’s Parents
In Honor of Bud and Donna Bahr from Michelle Ruen
In Memory of Bob and Ann Lee Zalk and Sarah Nietz from Amy and Matt Larson
In Memory of Paul Hasvold by the Hasvold Family

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MINUTES, December 20, 2016, 7 P.M.
Present: Pr. Amy Larson, Kate Narveson, John Moeller, Megan Buckingham, Lise Kildegaard, Jeri Laursen, Reg Laursen
and Jim Fritz. Unable to attend: Amalia Vagts and Jonathon Struve
Kate Narveson gave devotions, sharing two quotes from the 17th Century.
Kate Narveson began the meeting at 7:00 p.m. Reg Laursen moved, Megan Buckingham seconded to approve the
November minutes. Passed. Jeri Laursen moved, Reg Laursen seconded to adopt the agenda. Passed.
Old Business:
Reg Laursen moved on behalf of the Property and Management Committee that any surplus to Good Shepherd’s
operating budget at the end of 2016 be set aside for future roof repair. That surplus amount will be added to Assets line
118-Equipment Reserve. Motion passed.
New Business:
J. Laursen moved, Kildegaard seconded to elect Jim Fritz to finish the term of the vice president. Motion passed.
The following were brought to the council for the council to recommend to the congregation at the annual meeting:
Remove: C13.04 the Ministerial Support Committee provision from the Constitution. (This action requires a majority
vote at the annual meeting in 2017 and a two-thirds vote to ratify at the annual meeting in 2018)
Enact: C13.04 #1 The Executive Committee of the Congregation, consisting of the Pastor, President, Vice President,
Secretary and Treasurer shall oversee all personnel matters. The committee shall hold conversations with all staff
annually, and conduct a formal review of all staff every three years. The Executive Committee shall fulfill the duties of a
Mutual Ministry Committee.
Anact: C12.01 #1 The Congregation Council may remove a council member by two-thirds vote for good cause, including
nonfeasance or malfeasance in office. (Continuing Resolutions can be anacted by a majority vote at a congregational
meeting or by a two-thirds vote of the Congregation Council.)
Action: R. Laursen moved that the council recommend all three items to the congregation for their action at the annual
meeting. Buckingham seconded. Passed. A letter will be sent to the congregation regarding these recommendations.
Mission Assistance Fund Committee: One more member is needed to replace Lyle Otte. This will be readdressed at the
January 2017 Council meeting.
Designation of Christmas offering: Action: 25%: Tree Planting project; 25%: Path to Citizenship; 50%: Lutheran World
Relief – Syria. Buckingham moved, Kildegaard seconded, motion passed.
An anonymous donation has been received and designated to add a part-time ministerial position to assist the Pastor.
This will be a one year contract, 10 hours per week. The executive council will meet to write a job description.
Buckingham moved, R. Laursen seconded to support this plan for 2017 with gratitude to the donor. Motion passed.
A proposal to mail the annual report to the congregation was discussed. The notice of the meeting, the agenda, the
proposed constitutional change and Continuing Resolutions and ByLaw change will be sent out. Committee reports will
be available by email and by hard copy at the meeting. Fritz moved, Buckingham seconded this action. Motion passed.
Fritz moved, R. Laursen seconded that the annual meeting for 2016 occur on January 29, 2017. Many of the executive
committee members will be out of town on January 22. Motion passed.
Buckingham moved, R. Laursen seconded that the council recommend a Bylaw change to the congregation that in the
future the annual meeting occur on the first Sunday in February, starting with the 2017 (held in 2018) annual meeting.
Motion passed.
Recurring Work of the Body – Committee and Officer Reports:
Education:
Because of extreme cold weather the Sunday School program was rescheduled from Sunday, December 18 to
Wednesday, December 21. The Sunday School themes for the spring will be “Four Friends” and continue “Faith Five”
discussions. The Education Committee continues to work on developing child/youth safety policies for Good Shepherd.

Evangelism/and Music/Stewardship:
The Evangelism Committee is working on assembling gifts for visitors. They are working in conjunction with the Worship
and Music Committee to enhance the Good Shepherd Plus events. “Movin’ On Up”, encouraging members to sit further
forward during church services and reserving the last pew for late comers, is continuing. A few tweaks to the Ministry
Teams are needed. Advent Wednesdays went very well.
There is an Epiphany service planned for January 4, 6:00 p.m. and a Prayer Journey planned for the following four
Wednesdays.
Property and Management:
Two ash trees were cut down on December 20 at the cost of $1475.
A push button lock will be installed on the church office door.
The Sanctuary Renovation Task Force will meet Jan. 6 to consider options.
Pastor’s Report:
White Privilege: Let’s Talk kickoff will be Thursday, February 2 at 7 p.m. followed by 6 weeks of conversations at various
locations (including Good Shepherd) on Tuesday nights at 7 pm, February 7-March 14 led by Jon Ailabouni, Sara Hanssen
and Pr. Amy.
Jon Ailabouni is working on starting a Young Adult discussion group facilitated by Pr. Amy.
President’s Report:
The Nominating Committee is still looking for a Vice President, a member of the Property and Management Committee
and a member of the Evangelism Committee.
Narveson brought to the Council an 8 KW Solar System proposal. The panels would be placed on the annex building roof
and should produce about 10,555 KWh per year, 2/3rds of GS’s normal usage. Kate Narveson will buy the system and
sell KWh’s to GS at a reduced rate for 10 years followed by selling the units to GS resulting in greater savings. Because
Good Shepherd will pay Narveson 7.5 cents/kwh, about half the Alliant rate, annual savings will be approximately $700
for the first 10 years and $1500 per year after that, once the church has bought the system for its fair market value,
likely to be between $2000 and $3000. R, Laursen, on behalf of the Property and Management Committee,
recommended that we go ahead with this proposal. Fritz seconded, Motion passed.
Proposed Budget Report:
R. Laursen presented the 2017 Proposed Budget to the Council. We received 81 pledges for a total of $195,771. Adding
to that figure is an estimate of non-pledge contributions of $7,659 and non-envelope income estimate of $12,000 for a
total of $215,430. The projected budget was set at $218,793.92. R. Laursen moved, on behalf of the Budget
Committee, that the Proposed Budget be forwarded to the congregation with Council approval. Motion passed. The
budget will be discussed at the Fellowship Hour on January 8 and January 15.
Treasurer’s Report:
We have no Benevolences obligations left to be paid.
Total income year to date:
$201,139.04
Total expenses year to date: $195,907.34
Net income year to date:
$ 5,231.79
Buckingham moved to approve the report, Fritz seconded. Motion passed.
Announcements:
January Newsletter deadline: Thursday, December 22, 2016
Annual reports due in office: Friday, January 10, 2017
Next Council Meeting: January 17, 2017, 7 p.m.
Annual Meeting: Sunday, January 29, 2017
The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 followed by the Lord’s Prayer.
Submitted by Jeri Laursen, Council Secretary
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