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PASTOR MARION PRUITT-JEFFERSON CONTRACTED TO SERVE AS ASSISTANT PASTOR
The Congregation Council is excited to announce that Pastor Marion Pruitt-Jefferson will serve as
Assistant Pastor for the next year. This is a contracted position for approximately ten hours of service
per week. Since this is a contracted position, it does not require a call committee or congregational
vote. This position is made possible by the generous gift of an anonymous member. The council hopes
this position can be a regular part of the budget for 2018 and following.
Pastor Marion will share in pastoral care and visitation with Pastor Amy. She will preach and preside at
funerals as needed. She will preach and lead worship when Pastor Amy is away and during Lent and
Advent midweek services. She will lead Adult Bible Study and Confirmation occasionally as
needed. Pastor Marion will also work with the Social Justice and Adult Forum sub-committees to help
with coordination and communication of their work. Pastor Marion’s one-year contract runs
from February 1, 2017-January 31, 2018.

KWLC SUNDAY SERVICE
GOOD SHEPHERD BROADCAST SCHEDULE
SPRING 2017
February 5, 11:00 a.m.
February 26, 11:00 a.m.
March 19, 9:30 a.m. LIVE
April 9, 11:00 a.m.
May 7, 11:00 a.m.
May 28, 9:30 a.m. LIVE
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Beloved of God,
As we start a new year as a congregation following our annual meeting and at the beginning of new presidential
administration, I keep reflecting on unity and what we’re called to as Christians. I want to offer a portion of the
sermon for Sunday, Jan. 22.
“Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you should be in
agreement and that there should be no divisions among you, but that you should be united in the same mind and
the same purpose.” 1 Corinthians 1:10
What do we make of Paul’s guidance to the Corinthians in a letter that the church has claimed as important for
Christians throughout the ages? As a congregation, are we supposed to have differences of opinion? Are we
supposed to disagree and argue, or should we always be of the same mind and of the same purpose? What does
that mean and how would we do that?
Does this scripture have anything to say to us in our lives out in the world? How do we live in a diverse country
and among people who have a wide range of perspectives and views? Should we just try to avoid conflict, or are
we supposed to be working to convince others of the truth of our perspective? Does this text mean Christians
should all get in line behind an official point of view and work to get everyone else in line with it, too?
When Paul says be of the same mind and the same purpose, he isn’t advocating uniformity. Later in his letters to
the Corinthians he affirms the diversity within their community. Paul also isn’t advocating that we just conform to
the dominant view of the community and try to get others to do the same. He was critical of leaders who were
trying to get others to conform to their own agendas. And Paul certainly isn’t advocating niceness. There are lots
of ways you could describe the Apostle Paul - nice isn’t one of them. Instead, Paul is encouraging his readers, his
first readers and now us, to find unity in remembering that we belong to Christ and that we are baptized into
Christ. We belong to Christ - Christ who showed fierce, strong love; Christ who challenged leaders who were not
living out God’s justice and mercy; Christ who also let go of power and control, humbled himself and loved to the
end, even to the point of death. Belonging to Christ has nothing to do with niceness or groupthink.
Belonging to Christ is about death and resurrection. It is about dying to our own egos and our desires to be in
control or to be liked - dying to all that and rising each new day to new life in Christ, life in which we live as the
body of Christ and as part of Christ’s work of loving and healing the world. Dying and rising happens for us in
many ways, one way is in the midst of a congregation that has a variety of different opinions and perspectives. As
we live in community and come up against people who drive us crazy, people who think we’re wrong, and people
who won’t back down, we are also confronted with our own sin and brokenness. When this happens, rather than
trying to avoid all the mess or trying to get other people to get in line, we are called to let go of our own egos and
remember that we belong to Christ. We all are part of the body of Christ; we all are part of Christ’s fierce, loving
work. We all have different roles in that work, we all have different functions and jobs to do as part of that body;
but we have a common purpose - to love and heal the world.
In community, we are shaped into people who have the mind of Christ and a shared purpose. With this mind and
this purpose, we can engage with each other in all our diversity, in all our disagreements, in all our joys and
sorrow. We can practice kindness and forgiveness. With this mind and purpose, we can engage all the diversity of
our world with a fierce love - a love that listens deeply and isn’t afraid to let go of our opinions, to change our
minds; a love that challenges injustice and engages even when it is hard; a love that is lived out as an engaged
citizen and community member. We belong to Christ. This gives our lives so much purpose - purpose beyond our
own agendas and opinions, a purpose formed by the one who gave himself to the whole world in love.
In Christ, Pastor Amy
2

February 2017 Ministry Team Schedule
DATE

LITURGY/WORSHIP

USHER
*Head Usher

Sunday, February 5
BROADCAST

Asst. Minister:
Kate Narveson

1.* Karl Jacobsen
2. Ray Torresdal

Communion Server:
Kathryn Thompson

FELLOWSHIP
*Coordinator, (F) food only

1.* Carrie Solberg
2. Jerrine Jacobsen
3. Diane Kruse
Greeter: Reg Laursen
4. Sara Hanssen (F)
Acolyte: Jack Norris 5. Jennifer Self (F)

Cantor: Dennis Barnaal
Sunday, February 12 Asst. Minister:
Bob Felde

1.* David Judisch
2. Jerry Aulwes

Communion Server:
Martha Steele

Greeter:
Sharon Rendack

Cantor: Reg Laursen

Acolyte:

Sunday, February 19 Asst. Minister:
Bob Felde
Communion Server:
Martha Steele
Cantor: Jonathon Struve

1. * David Judisch
2. Ray Torredal
Greeter:
Marian PruittJefferson

1.*Marian Pruitt Jefferson
2. JoAnn Aulwes
3. Jerry Aulwes
4. Kate Narveson

1. *Chris Hick
2. Linda Wolfs
3. Gail Judisch
4.

Acolyte:
Sunday, February 26 Asst. Minister: Kathryn
BROADCAST
Thompson
Communion Server:
Jim Buzza

1.* David Judisch
2. Sharon Drew
Greeter: Gail Judisch

1.* Jim Fritz
2. Liz Fritz
3. Sara Hanssen (F)
4. Kathy Buzza

Acolyte:

Cantor:
Megan Buckingham
February Altar Guild: Bev Sheridan (convener), Judy Schoel, Glendalu Wuest
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FEBRUARY SCRIPTURES
Sunday, February 5
Fifth Sunday after
Epiphany

Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]
The fast God chooses

Sunday, February 12
Sixth Sunday after
Epiphany

Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Choose life

Sunday, February 19
Seventh Sunday after
Epiphany

Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18
Holiness revealed in
acts of mercy and
justice

Sunday, February 26
Transfiguration of
Our Lord / Last
Sunday after
Epiphany

Exodus 24:12-18
Moses enters the cloud
of God’s glory on
Mount Sinai

Psalm 112:1-9 [10]
Light shines in the
darkness for the
upright. (Ps. 112:4)
Psalm 119:1-8
Happy are they
who follow the
teaching of the
LORD. (Ps. 119:1)
Psalm 119:33-40
Teach me, O
LORD, the way of
your
statutes. (Ps. 119:33)
Psalm 2
You are my son;
this day have I
begotten
you. (Ps. 2:7)

1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [1316]
God’s wisdom revealed
through the Spirit
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
God gives the growth

Luke 1:46-56
Mary’s Song

1 Corinthians 3:10-11,
16-23
Allegiance to Christ, not
human leaders

Matthew 5:38-48
The teaching of
Christ: love

2 Peter 1:16-21
The apostle’s message
confirmed on the mount
of transfiguration

Matthew 17:1-9
Revelation of
Christ as God’s
beloved Son

Matthew 5:21-37
The teaching of
Christ:
forgiveness

EDUCATION
Dear Good Shepherd Members,
Last fall, we started a new initiative in Sunday School--a simple monthly faith practice called "Faith Five." Thank
you to the volunteers who participated and helped mentor our Sunday School kids!
Now we're looking for volunteers for the mentoring this winter/spring semester. The activity is easy and fun--read
the story with the kids, do a simple faith reflection with provided questions, pray and give blessings. The kids are
age 5-12 and each volunteer will be paired with 1-3 kids for a 20 minute session during
regular Sunday morning Sunday School time. The Education Committee will provide volunteers with all the
materials they need--simple instructions and the readings. All you need to do is show up and be present with our
fantastic kids! We need adult mentors for: March 5, April 2 and May 7th.
If you're interested, you can contact Megan Buckingham at meganjbuckingham@gmail.com.
SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE:
The second half of our Sunday School year started with three weeks on the Four Friends theme. The kids enjoyed
reading the story, attempting to carry each other in a blanket, playing a relay game and discussing the story with
our Faith Five adult mentors. Our next two themes are The Disciples and Psalm 23. Also, our youth will be making
soups for the Lenten Soup Supper on Wednesday, March 15th. Please mark your calendars and join us!
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GOOD SHEPHERD ANNOUNCEMENTS
REFORMATION ANNIVERSARY EVENTS
February 2, 9:40am - Luther College's commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation will
begin with the opening convocation of spring semester 2017. Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, will be the honored speaker. The event will be held in the Center
for Faith and Life at 9:40am.
February 5, 9:30 and 10:45 am - Good Shepherd Member Professor Wanda Deifelt will be our guest
preacher and presenter on Sunday, February 5. Professor Deifelt is a scholar of Martin Luther and serves on
Lutheran-Roman Catholic Commission on Unity. She will offer a forum on February 5 as well.
CONGREGATION COUNCIL POTLUCK: The Congregation Council will gather on Tuesday, February 21 at
5:30pm for a potluck and visioning session in advance of the regular meeting at 7pm.
NEW MEMBER SUNDAY: We will welcome new members on Sunday, February 26.
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GOOD SHEPHERD ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE SHEPHERD'S VOICE WEEKLY NEWS: Coming to your email Wednesday, February 8, will be the launch of
THE SHEPHERD'S VOICE WEEKLY NEWS and EVENTS. This weekly supplement to the monthly newsletter will
contain information items which highlight the events for the upcoming week as well as announcements for
other Good Shepherd activities. As a supplement to the monthly Shepherd's Voice newsletter, this weekly
update also will be sent to all members with an email address and posted on our website under the CONNECT
tab. Paper copies will not be mailed. The Communication Subcommittee welcomes comments and suggestions
(Jane Kemp, Elizabeth Kaschins, Kathy Buzza, Anna Norris and Pastor Amy).
GOOD SHEPHERD PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY will meet Wednesday, February 15 at the home of Jeri Laursen.
Please join us between the hours of 1:00-3:00 p.m. to share a time of knitting/crocheting, fellowship, and
refreshments. Contact Ruth Bruce for additional information.
DIRECTORY UPDATES: See online directory for details
Jim Buzza email: (Jim no longer has his email address at Luther)
Jim Buzza cell phone: correction on area code
Kathy Buzza cell phone: correction on area code
UPPER IOWA RIVER CONFERENCE GATHERING DATE CHANGE: This event has been moved from February to
March 7th. Good Shepherd will still be hosting this gathering for religious leaders from 1:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Volunteers are needed to serve refreshments, clean up, and provide cookies for those attending. Please sign
up next time you visit church.
MARCH MINISTRY TEAMS: There are still a number of open slots for March; Communion Server on March 12 &
19, Greeters for all Sundays in March, Acolyte for March12 &26, Fellowship Servers for March 12 & 26. Sign up
at church or online with the SignUp Genius link: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c48abaf2ea2f49-first.
CHANGE IN LITURGICAL COLORS - We are now in the season after Epiphany. This season continues until Lent
begins with Ash Wednesday on March 1. Most of the Sundays in this season are "green Sundays" as seen in our
altar and pulpit paraments, gates in the weavings, and pastor's stole. Green is the color of growth and
represents our growth in the Christian faith - a time to live with Christ and one another as the church.
EVANGELISM COMMITTEE HOSPITALITY HINTS
 Introduce yourself if you are sitting by/near someone you don’t know.
 Invite someone to join you for coffee/fellowship.
 Park a bit further away, freeing up close spots for guests and those with mobility concerns.
 Move to the center of the pew so no one need crawl over you.
 Consider inviting someone you don’t know well to join you for brunch after church.
MARCH NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 16
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2017 WELCA booklets are available on the hall counter by the church office. Please pick one up and also
take a few extra to give out at a circle meeting. All are welcome to participate in the WELCA activities.
World Day of Prayer will be held March 3 at Good Shepherd. This is an ecumenical service shared by six
congregations in Decorah. The Bible study and worship service, written by the WDP Committee of the
Philippines, invite us to explore concepts of economic justice both in the Philippines’ context and around
the world, and our response in light of God’s generosity. (Matthew 20:1-16). Good Shepherd will be asked
to provide refreshments.
During Lent
we will again be collecting items for LWR Health Kits. Collections baskets will be set out in March.
Women of the ELCA’s Tenth Triennial Gathering will be held July 13-16, 2017 in Minneapolis. We’ll gather
under the theme “All Anew”, inviting every woman to explore personal and communal transformation.
Registration is $350. Register at welcatg.org or send an email to women.elca@elca.org for a registration
packet (more to come in the following months).
TEN GOOD REASONS TO ATTEND THE TENTH TRIENNIAL GATHERING
10. Hear the Gathering choir raise the roof with our All Anew theme hymn, “Gracious Spirit, Heed Our
Pleading.”
9. Worship together with thousands of Lutheran women.
8. Bring home a tote bag full of fresh new ideas for ministry and action.
7. You’ll be refreshed and renewed by gathering with thousands of other women who share our faith.
6. You’ll meet so many of your favorite authors all in one place.
5. Learn so many great new ways to promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society and the
world.
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GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MINUTES, January 17, 2017, 7 P.M.
Present: Pr. Amy Larson, Jim Fritz, Megan Buckingham, Lise Kildegaard, Jeri Laursen, Reg Laursen,
Jonathon Struve and Amalia Vagts. Out of town: Kate Narveson and John Moeller.
Megan Buckingham gave devotions.
R. Laursen moved, Struve 2nd to approve the minutes from the December 2016 meeting; passed.
Buckingham moved, R. Laursen 2nd to adopt the agenda; passed.
Old Business:
Approval of job description/salary for Asst. Pastor: The Executive Committee presented the job
description to the council as a motion. No second was necessary. “And other Pastoral support as need
arises” was added to the description as a friendly amendment. Vagts moved, Buckingham 2nd to
approve the friendly amendment. Amendment passed. Motion as amended passed.
Mission Assistance Fund candidate: Jennifer Self has agreed to be on the MAF committee. Buckingham
moved, Vagts 2nd to approve this candidate. Passed.
Sanctuary Refurbishment Task Force Report: The project, which will consist principally of new carpet
and painting, will cost a minimum of $25,000. The committee will meet again after all professional input
has been received.
New Business:
Congregation Registration for Candidates for Ministry: The action vote for this category will be tabled
until the end of the meeting.
Audit Committee request: The Audit Committee reported that the Endowment Fund Committee has not
been strictly following their guidelines. Guidelines and process will be evaluated at the beginning of the
New Year.
Strengths/Opportunities discussion: The council members broke into groups of two to discuss the
question, “When have you felt most alive and excited about being a part of this congregation?” Then
individuals were asked to “Write a list of what you most value about the congregation.” and “Make
three wishes for the future of this congregation.”
A summary of the discussion is as follows:
Values:
Intergenerational community; different ways of serving; radical elders-wise wild ones; intergenerational
and non-programmatic going out; welcoming atmosphere and outreach emphasis;
music/singing/band/choir/bells/ cantors/Brooke; children in worship; community
Wishes:
More participation in leadership; growth in depth of engagement leadership; say “yes” to each other;
downtown mission, meeting different needs; more creative outreach; more interaction between
members; more connection outside; Good Shepherd Plus; council longevity.
Summary of both Values and Wishes:
Community of leadership; depth of leadership; engagement; connection; leadership using different gifts.
Recurring Work of the Body – Committees and Officer Reports
Education: Buckingham
Thank you to everyone who helped make the Children’s Christmas Program a success. The committee is
working on recruiting more active SS teachers who are not on the education committee. They are
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looking into themes for their annual Lenten Project. There will be a SS soup supper on March 15th. Save
the date.
Evangelism: Kildegaard
Janeen Christy will join Lise Kildegaaard and Sharon Rendack on the committee. Amalia Vagts agreed to
once again do a new member orientation. February 26 will be New Member Sunday. The committee
wants to continue to expand “Good Shepherd Plus”.
Property and Management: R. Laursen
The committee has received three applications for the custodial position. Interviewing will begin the
first week of February.
2017 Previously Approved Proposed Budget Revisions:
Line Item 421 – Altar Guild - reinstated to $850.
Line Item 492 – Flowers - deleted
Buckingham moved, Kildegaard 2nd to approve these revisions to the Proposed Budget. Motion passed.
Capital Campaign: We are at the “seeking input” phase. The campaign will definitely include:
Roof Replacement: Approximately $35,000
Renovation (carpet/painting of sanctuary): Minimum of $25,000
Stewardship: Vagts
Daniel Grainger, Amalia Vagts will be the committee members for 2017. The committee is seeking a
replacement for Kris Frank.
Worship and Music: Struve
The committee met and reviewed the past year. They will be looking at the 2017 Christmas service
schedule because the 24th falls on a Sunday and the 25th on a Monday. They are looking at 2017 Lenten
Services. Kathryn Thompson, Jon Christy and Luther Snow will be the members for 2017.
Pastor Amy:
The annual report will have a summary of her year. Jon and Kate Ailabouni have started a young adult
Bible Study at their home. They meet on Wednesday evenings and are reading “The Heart of
Christianity” by Marcus Borg.
February 2 is the launch of the White Privilege program. They will be meeting at GS on Tuesday
evenings.
The Epiphany Prayer group is going well.
No report from President or Secretary
Treasurer’s Report: R. Laursen (in the absence of Moeller)
The total income from 2016 was $222,007.46. $208,500 of this amount was from envelope offerings.
Congregation Registration for Candidates for Ministry:
J. Laursen moved, Kildegaard 2nd to joyfully and prayerfully give Good Shepherd’s support to three new
GS members seeking entry to seminary. Motion passed
Announcements:
March Newsletter deadline is February 16, 2017
Next Council meeting: Tuesday, February 21, 7:00 p.m.
Annual Meeting: Sunday, January 29
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Kildegaard moved, Struve 2nd to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m. Passed
Submitted by Jeri Laursen, Congregational Secretary
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GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
2017 CONGREGATION OFFICERS, COUNCIL, COMMITTEES, and SUBCOMMITTEES
CHURCH STAFF and MUSIC and WORSHIP LEADERS
CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP: The pastor; the four congregation officers; a representative of each of
the six Standing Committees of the congregation; and a Youth Representative
Lead Pastor - Pastor Amy Zalk Larson – amyzlarson@gmail.com; President – Jim Fritz, ‘18 – jfritz@mac.com; Vice President –
Megan Buckingham, ‘18 - meganjbuckingham@gmail.com; Secretary – Jeri Laursen, ’18 - jeri.laursen@gmail.com; Treasurer –
John Moeller ’18 - moellerj@luther.edu
Education Committee: Heather Cote, ’19 - cotecheck@gmail.com; Anna Norris, ’19 - amakemp@yahoo.com;
Bob Felde, ’20 - feldesteele@msm.com (Education Committee is filling the responsibilities of the youth committee.)
Adult Forum Subcommittee: Don Berg - (382-5727); Dan Raney - grandfathersstorybook@gmail.com;
Midge Kjome - mkjome@hotmail.com; Richard Ylvisaker – ylvisari@gmail.com
Evangelism Committee: Lise Kildegaard,’18 - kildegli@luther.edu; Sharon Rendack, ’19 – rendack@gmail.com;
Janeen Christy, ’20 - chrija02@luther.edu
Communications Subcommittee Elizabeth Kaschins – kascheli@luther.edu; Jane Kemp – kempjane@mchsi.com; Anna
Norris - amakemp@yahoo.com, Kathy Buzza - buzzka01@luther.edu
Property & Management Committee: Reg Laursen,’18 – laursenr@luther.edu, Marty Steele, ’19 – feldesteele@msn.com; Bob
Naslund, ’20 - naslundr@luther.edu
Landscape Subcommittee: Bob Felde – feldesteele@msn.com; Elizabeth Kaschins – kascheli@luther.edu; Jane Kemp
- kempjane@mchsi.com; Norma Refsal - refsalno@gmail.com
Stewardship Committee: Amalia Vagts, ’18 – vagtsama@gmail.com; Germano Streese - strege01@luther.edu ’19, Daniel
Grainger, ’20 - graida86@gmail.com
Social Justice Subcommittee – David Judisch - djudisch@mchsi.com; Kate Narveson - narveska@luther.edu; Lyle Otte
- lyleotte@gmail.com; Jon Ailabouni - ailajo01@luther.edu
Worship & Music Committee: Luther Snow, ’18 - luthersnow@hotmail.com; Jon Christy, ’19 - chrijo01@luther.edu; Kathryn
Thompson, ‘20 – kathryn.susann@gmail.com; ex officio: Brooke Joyce (Music Director), Elizabeth Kaschins- kascheli@luther.edu
(altar guild)
Ad Hoc Art At Good Shepherd Subcommittee: Jutta Anderson - juttaf.anderson@mchsi.com; Barbara Berg (3825727); Erik Berg - erikpberg@gmail.com; David Faldet - faldetda@luther.edu; Harley Refsal - refsalha@gmail.com
Youth Representative: temporarily unfilled

ADDITIONAL COMMITTEES and REPRESENTATIVES
Aase Haugen Homes Representatives: Midge Kjome,’18 - mkjome@hotmail.com; Ann Naslund ’19 aenaslund@gmail.com; Judy Schoel, ’20- jschoel3@gmail.com
Audit Committee: Don Berg,’18 - (382-5727); Bob Larson, ’19 – larsonrj@luther.edu,
Budget Committee: Members of Property & Management Committee; Pastor Amy; Treasurer: John Moeller ‘18
Depot Outlet, Inc., Voting Representatives: Krista Holland – krista.m.holland@gmail.com; Kathy Buzza
buzzka01@luther.edu
Governing Documents Committee: Elizabeth Kaschins - kascheli@luther.edu; Jane Kemp - kempjane@mchsi.com
Lutheran Cemetery Association Representative: Dick Ylvisaker - ylvisari@gmail.com
Mission Assistance Fund: Pastor Amy, Treasurer: John Moeller ’18, Jennifer Self - selfje01@luther.edu
Mission Endowment Fund Committee: Steve Holland,’18 - hollst03@luther.edu; Jutta Anderson, ’19 juttaf.anderson@mchse.com; Tim Schoel, ’19 - tschoel3@gmail.com; Russ Freerking ‘20 - russfreerking@yahoo.com;
Jane Borelli ‘20 - jnborelli@yahoo.com
Nominating Committee: Jim Fritz, Megan Buckingham, Lyle Otte, Carol Hasvold; Pastor Amy; two out-going Council
members elected by council in fall 2018
Northeastern Iowa Synod/Upper Iowa River Conference Delegates: Jim Fritz, Megan Buckingham, Pastor Amy
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