
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church is an inviting, generous congregation. Members and guests feel 
comfortable and welcome here. Our sanctuary builds community – in this space we see one another and 
we ourselves are seen. Our beautiful green and garden spaces connect us to nature. We are a gathering 
place for community, worship, engagement, learning, and service to others. In this place, we connect 
with and serve each other, engage with the needs of the world and are sent to share God’s healing love. 
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A PLACE TO 
CONNECT:
WITH GOD, OTHERS, AND THE WORLD

Good Shepherd’s building is a venue for significant ministry. At Good Shepherd we desire to keep the 
doors that have welcomed us open, to invite others as well. In order to connect more deeply with 
others, we seek to create flexible space in our building. At times this building limits us because of small 
spaces, a long hallway that divides our sanctuary and fellowship hall, and a lack of adequate exterior 
lighting and accessible parking. Our central space, the sanctuary, needs attention to ensure that it 
continues to be an inviting, uplifting place.  We want to deepen our connection to the outside world, 
both figuratively as we live out God’s call to serve others, and literally as we find ways to integrate our 
inside and outside spaces. 

Good Shepherd is a place of connection for the generations. We hope that children, youth, young adults 
and elders feel seen, known and central to this ministry. We want our building to serve the educational 
needs of children, youth and adults more fully. 

The congregation also desires to strengthen the social action we do together.  Members are engaged in 
service and advocacy in the community and the larger world. We ask: What more can we do together? 
How can our building help us connect more with the needs of our community and the world? Decorah, Iowa

A PLACE TO CONNECT:  
WITH GOD, OTHERS, AND THE WORLD.

Please pray for Good Shepherd and this 
wonderful time in the life of our congregation. 
You are part of the connection that others 
find at Good Shepherd. You are invited to 
prayerfully consider the way that you can 
more deeply connect to God, others, and the 
world through your giving in 2018. 

In November, you will receive a letter with an 
invitation to consider. Please read it carefully 
and respond generously. In coming weeks, we 
will be hearing stories in the coming weeks, 
engaging in conversation, and gathering 
intentionally during worship on Sunday, 
November 19, to place our Statements of 
Intent for our 2018 giving at the altar. 

God, who is the source of all generosity, 
offers us abundant grace and love. We, who 
are created in God’s image, are invited to 
respond with a joyful and generous spirit. 
Together, we create a place to connect with 
God, others, and the world.
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$250	+

$200-249

$150-199

$125-149

$100-124

$90-99

$80-89

$70-79

$60-69

$50-59

$40-49

$30-39

$20-29

$10	to19

$5	to	9

>	$5

This chart shows where we are now and how we can reach our goal. Giving is shown in 
weekly amounts (if you give monthly, be sure to break that down to what you give weekly).

APPEAL GOAL: INCREASE GIVING BY $85,000 IN 
NEW OFFERINGS THROUGHOUT 2018.
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A PLACE TO CONNECT:  
WITH GOD, OTHERS, AND THE WORLD.

In 2018, we seek an increase in giving to 
strengthen and deepen connections in our 
building and our ministry. An increase in giving 
in the next year will allow us to expand our 
ability to use our building for ministry with 
the wider Decorah community. Increased giving 
will also allow us to solidify and extend existing 
ministries with youth, young adults, elders, and 
social action that the presence of an assistant 
pastor has made more possible. To accomplish 
this we seek funding to secure the assistant 
pastor position in the budget. Our goal is to 
increase giving by $85,000 in new offerings 
throughout 2018. 

SPACE
We seek to expand the welcome we feel around 
our communion rail in order to make our 
building even more of a place of connection. 
We will care for our central sanctuary space 
by doing needed updates and maintenance. We 
will hire a building space use professional to 
advise us on a multi- year plan to help us shape 
flexible and inviting space for youth, education, 
meeting rooms, offices and community activities 
and events. We will pay off the loan on the roof.

INTERGENERATIONAL MINISTRY
We will focus on deepening youth and young 
adult connections to our ministry life through 

staff support and increased funding for the 
following: Sunday School, the new Youth Forum, 
youth retreats and service trips, Vacation Bible 
School and camperships to cover costs for Bible 
camps. Pastor Amy will continue to invest time 
with youth and young adults. Both pastors will 
continue to share in visitation with elders and 
will help other members stay connected to 
homebound members. 

SOCIAL ACTION 
We will strengthen our involvement with social 
action through more hands-on support of 
AMMPARO (accompanying migrant minors), Kid’s 
Lunch Club, and the Decorah Community Food 
Pantry. We will also explore other opportunities 
for service and advocacy in Decorah and the 
larger world. 

In 2017, a special gift made it possible to employ 
Pastor Marion Pruitt-Jefferson as assistant 
pastor at Good Shepherd. We now seek to fund 
that position through the budget so that the 
whole congregation can support the ministry 
that her presence helps to make possible.

We invite you to consider how you and your 
family may deepen and strengthen your 
connection to God, others, and the world through 
your intended giving in 2018. Please read the 
giving charts on the following pages for an idea 
of how you may be able to contribute.

Look over these charts, ask 
yourself these questions:

 » How does my giving level 

compare with other ways I use 

money?

 » How adequately does my giving 

reflect my gratitude to God for 

all the blessings I receive?

 » Where would I be on the chart 

if I doubled my giving? Can I 

consider doing that?

 » How much more could I give if 

I really wanted to?

Number of Givers Now: 109

Number of Givers Hoped For: 127


